


Amendment to Section 35 of the Constitution recognizing Métis as one of the three
aboriginal peoples in Canada.
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National Métis Definition

"Métis" means a person who self-identifies as
Métis, is distinct from other Aboriginal
peoples, is of Historic Métis Nation ancestry,
and is accepted by the Métis Nation.

Métis National Council
November2002

Self-identification

The individual must self-identify as a member of a Métis community. It is not enough
to self-identify as Métis, that identification must have an ongoing connection to an
historic Métis community.

Ancestral Connection

There is no minimum “blood quantum” requirement, but Métis rightsholders must
have some proof of an ancestral connection to the historic Métis community whose
collective rights they are exercising. The Court said the “ancestral connection” is by
birth, adoption or other means.“Other means” of connection to the historic Métis
community did not arise with the Powleys and will have to be determined in another
case.

Community Acceptance

There must be proof of acceptance by the modern Métis community. Membership in
a Métis political organization may be relevant but the membership requirements of
the organization and its role in the Métis community must also be put into evidence.
The evidence must be “objectively verifiable.”That means that there must be
documented proof and a fair process for community acceptance. The Court said
that the core of community acceptance is about past and on-going participationin a
shared culture and in the customs and traditions that reveal a Métis community’s
identity. Other evidence might include participation in community activities and
testimony from other community members about a person’s connection to the
community and its culture. There must be proof of a “solid bond of past and present
mutual identification” between the person and the other members of the Métis
community.
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A Culture all our own!

BDescendants of Native American women and
European men

EIMixed ancestry

BGenesis of new

Aboriginal people
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B3 Métis citizens do not pay any tax

B Métis citizens live on reserves like First Nations
B3 Métis have no harvesting rights

B Métis are French Canadians

B= Métis is a First Nation nation
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Population Dynamics

B2 73,605 Ontarians

Self-TIdentified as
Meétis

B3 69% live in the
~urban area

B3 389,780 Canadians Self-
Identified as Métis

B 87% Live in Ontario West
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P BEstablished in 1993 by the will of
N ” Ontario Métis with a democratic
M »
> .e tlS province-wide governance
Natlon of  structure.

{ EAImplementation of Métis self-
Ontar IO government in the province.
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BAThe only recognized
Registry of Métis Citizens,
Harvesters and Governance
Structure in the province.

EJApplication Process

EIMNO has received 19,000 adult apphcatlons Over
14,000 adult apphcants have been registered as
citizens.

BIncluding children, the MNO represents approx.
45,000- 50,000 Métis people.




Provisional Council
Meétis Nation of Ontario

B3 Provisional Council of the
MNO consists of 19 elected
representatives which
include:

% MNO President

% Chairperson

% Vice-Chairperson

% Secretary Treasurer

% 4 Senators

% 1Youth Representative
% 1Post Secondary Rep

% 9 Regional Councilors
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B30 Community Councils

BASigned Charter agreements with the MNO
EJAlmost entirely volunteer-operated

IR egional Councilors

EBIConsultation Protocols

SUBSIDIARY
COLLECTIVE VOICE

Regional Councillors represent regionally based councils at the provincial and
sometimes the federal levels

Consequently act as the chair to the consultation protocols committees.
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JAMES BAY/ABITIBI-TEMISKAMINGUE
CONSULTATION PROTOCO!

~ Youth Rep
» Senator

MATTAWA/

LAKE OF THE WOODS /LAC SEUL/ LAKE NIPISSING

RAINY RIVER /RAINY LAKE CONSULTATION PROTOCOL
INSULTATION PROTOCC

LAKEHEAD/NIPIGON/MICHIPICOTEN
NSULTATION PROTOCOL

SAULT STE. MARIE REGION /
CONSULTATION PROTOCOL

GEORGIAN BAY
INSULTATION PROTOCO

B KAWARTHA/
OTTAWA RIVER
CONSULTATION PROTOC
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WHY “CONSULT™
B3 It’s the “Rights” thing to do ...

%1982 - S.35 of the Constitution Act,

@ Aboriginal Rights for First Nations, Inuit & Meétis

%2003 ~ Supreme Court “Powley Case”

@ Ten points of Powley
%2004 - Supreme Court “Haida & Taku Case”
% Today -~ Rights are Still Being Developed!

The Crown has a legal requirement or Duty!

1- Characterization of the right - For a harvesting right, the term “characterization”
refers to the ultimate use of the harvest. The Métis right to hunt is a general right to
hunt for food in the traditional hunting grounds of the Métis community.

2 - Identification of the historic rights bearing community - An historic Métis
community was a group of Métis with a distinctive collective identity, who lived
together in the same geographic area and shared a common way of life. The
historic Métis community must be shown to have existed as an identifiable Métis
community prior to the time when Europeans effectively established political and
legal control in a particular area.

3 - Identification of the contemporary rights bearing community - Métis
community identification requires two things. First, the community must self-identify
as a Métis community. Second, there must be proof that the contemporary Métis
community is a continuation of the historic Métis community.

4 - Verification of membership in the contemporary Métis community - There
must be an “objectively verifiable process” to identify members of the community
Difficulty in determining membership in the Métis community does not mean that
Métis people do not have rights.

5 - Identification of the relevant time - “post contact but pre-control”

6 - Was the practice integral to the claimant’s distinctive culture — The Court
asks whether the practice - subsistence hunting - is an important aspect of Métis life
and a defining feature of their special relationship to the land.

7 - Continuity between the historic practice and the contemporary right -
There must be some evidence to support the claim that the contemporary practice
is in continuity with the historic practice.

8 - Extinguishment - Extinguishment means that the Crown has eliminated the
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WHY “CONSULT™
B3 It’s a New Opportunity!

% Protect Métis rights, interests and way of life
while meeting crown and proponent interests.

% Timely and Effective process
@ Representatives are Elected officials

% Build relationships of respect and cooperation
that lead to mutual benefits

% Consultation Protocol is recognized as a leader

Regional Consultation Protocols were established to facilitate effective consultation with
the Métis in Ontario.
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B3 Phases

EJEnsure all Métis Citizens have the
opportunity to be consulted through a fair,
inclusive and transparent process

EIRecognized as a leader

Bt rests with the MNO and the Committee to
determine whether the Duty to Consult has
been met
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4
3 Consultation
> Stage
Meétis Response
2 Assessment
by Métis
! Notice to
Meétis
Trigger for
Consultation
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Step #1: Funding and Capacity
Step #2: Information Exchange

Step #3: Assessing Effects on Métis
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Phase Three :
Accommodation
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Step 1: Determine the Impact
Step 2: Mitigate the Impact
Step 3: If you cannot Mitigate, Accommodate

Traditional plantings

interpretive heritage trails

Youth programs

Scholarships, training & procurement
access to land for harvesting
biodiversity initiatives
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First Solar.

“The Métis Nation’s approach to a centralized entry point to the Consultation
Process simplifies the start of the process and encourages proponents to take
that first step knowing that they will be helped throughout the process. The
Lands and Resources team demonstrate that they believe in a team approach
with the Proponent to the Consultation process.”

John Bonin, Union Gas

* “This initial agreement represents a milestone in our continuing working
relationship with the Métis community as we plan to build upon it to provide
opportunities to the regional Métis.”Gerald Panneton, President and CEO of Detour
Gold

* The study helps to better understand how Métis people have traditionally used
culturally significant plants, and identify how the project can best consider the
interests of this Aboriginal community..”Ontario Power Generation - Newsletter

*Working towards an agreement within the Thunder Bay area. Renewable Energy
Systems

**The Métis Nation of Ontario and Great Lakes Power Transmission ... signed a
relationship agreement last week in order to guide their

future working relationship in Ontario.” Press Release — June 14, 2010

*Working towards a Memorandum of Understanding.Ministry of Northern
Development and Mines

*Regular Province Wide Consultation Meetings and the development of an
agreement.Nuclear Waste Management Organization

*Regular Province Wide Consultation Meetings.Ontario Power Authority

*Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement has recognized the critical connection
Métis people have with the water. Métis representation on Steering Committee.

*First Solar has taken a number of steps to maximize Métis procurement.
*Simcoe County has recognized MNO citizenship within their official plan.

*We are pleased to have a positive working relationship with the Métis Nation of
Ontario that has been built on the cornerstone of mutual respect and goodwill.”Lee
Anne Cameron, Hydro One Networks Inc
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The MNO maintains a website at:
www.metisnation.org. Included on this
site are recent Métis news and events,
video postings, copies of relevant MNO
documents as well as historical and
cultural information.
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JAMES W. WAGAR, CONSULTATION COORDINATOR
PHONE: 416-977-9881 EXT.107
EMAIL: JAMESW@METISNATION.ORG
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