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Amendment to Section 35 of the Constitution recognizing Métis as one of the three 

aboriginal peoples in Canada.
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Self-identification

The individual must self-identify as a member of a Métis community. It is not enough 

to self-identify as Métis, that identification must have an ongoing connection to an 

historic Métis community.

Ancestral Connection

There is no minimum “blood quantum” requirement, but Métis rightsholders must 

have some proof of an ancestral connection to the historic Métis community whose 

collective rights they are exercising. The Court said the “ancestral connection” is by 

birth, adoption or other means.“Other means” of connection to the historic Métis 

community did not arise with the Powleys and will have to be determined in another 

case.

Community Acceptance

There must be proof of acceptance by the modern Métis community. Membership in 

a Métis political organization may be relevant but the membership requirements of 

the organization and its role in the Métis community must also be put into evidence. 

The evidence must be “objectively verifiable.”That means that there must be 

documented proof and a fair process for community acceptance. The Court said 

that the core of community acceptance is about past and on-going participation in a 

shared culture and in the customs and traditions that reveal a Métis community’s 

identity. Other evidence might include participation in community activities and 

testimony from other community members about a person’s connection to the 

community and its culture. There must be proof of a “solid bond of past and present 

mutual identification” between the person and the other members of the Métis 

community.
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SUBSIDIARY

COLLECTIVE VOICE

Regional Councillors represent regionally based councils at the provincial and 

sometimes the federal levels

Consequently act as the chair to the consultation protocols committees.
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1- Characterization of the right - For a harvesting right, the term “characterization” 

refers to the ultimate use of the harvest. The Métis right to hunt is a general right to 

hunt for food in the traditional hunting grounds of the Métis community.

2 - Identification of the historic rights bearing community - An historic Métis 

community was a group of Métis with a distinctive collective identity, who lived 

together in the same geographic area and shared a common way of life. The 

historic Métis community must be shown to have existed as an identifiable Métis 

community prior to the time when Europeans effectively established political and 

legal control in a particular area.

3 - Identification of the contemporary rights bearing community - Métis 

community identification requires two things. First, the community must self-identify 

as a Métis community. Second, there must be proof that the contemporary Métis 

community is a continuation of the historic Métis community.

4 - Verification of membership in the contemporary Métis community - There 

must be an “objectively verifiable process” to identify members of the community 

Difficulty in determining membership in the Métis community does not mean that 

Métis people do not have rights.

5 - Identification of the relevant time - “post contact but pre-control”

6 - Was the practice integral to the claimant’s distinctive culture – The Court 

asks whether the practice - subsistence hunting - is an important aspect of Métis life 

and a defining feature of their special relationship to the land.

7 - Continuity between the historic practice and the contemporary right -
There must be some evidence to support the claim that the contemporary practice 

is in continuity with the historic practice.

8 - Extinguishment - Extinguishment means that the Crown has eliminated the 

Aboriginal right. Before 1982, this could be done by the constitution, legislation or by 



Regional Consultation Protocols were established to facilitate effective consultation with 
the Métis in Ontario.
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Step 1: Determine the Impact
Step 2: Mitigate the Impact
Step 3: If you cannot Mitigate, Accommodate

Traditional plantings

interpretive heritage trails

Youth programs

Scholarships, training & procurement

access to land for harvesting

biodiversity initiatives
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* “This initial agreement represents a milestone in our continuing working 

relationship with the Métis community as we plan to build upon it to provide 

opportunities to the regional Métis.”Gerald Panneton, President and CEO of Detour 

Gold

* The study helps to better understand how Métis people have traditionally used 

culturally significant plants, and identify how the project can best  consider the 

interests of this Aboriginal community..”Ontario Power Generation - Newsletter

*Working towards an agreement within the Thunder Bay area.Renewable Energy 

Systems

*“The Métis Nation of Ontario and Great Lakes Power Transmission … signed a 

relationship agreement last week in order to guide their

future working relationship in Ontario.”Press Release – June 14, 2010

*Working towards a Memorandum of Understanding.Ministry of Northern 

Development and Mines

*Regular Province Wide Consultation Meetings and the development of an 

agreement.Nuclear Waste Management Organization

*Regular Province Wide Consultation Meetings.Ontario Power Authority

*Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement has recognized the critical connection 

Métis people have with the water.  Métis representation on Steering Committee.

*First Solar has taken a number of steps to maximize Métis procurement.

*Simcoe County has recognized MNO citizenship within their official plan.

*We are pleased to have  a positive working relationship with the Métis Nation of 

Ontario that has been built on the cornerstone of mutual respect and goodwill.”Lee 

Anne Cameron,  Hydro One Networks Inc
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