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1. Public Notices 

1.1 Notice of Project Commencement and Public Meeting #1 

The Oro 4 Line Solar Farm project began in 2011 with issuance of a Draft Project Description Report by 
Perpetual Energy Systems with Clean Power.  However, in the summer of 2012 SunEdison purchased 
the project and is now the applicant proceeding forward with the Renewable energy Approval submission.  
The SunEdison (SunE) Oro 4 Line Solar Farm Renewable Energy Approval process began in 2011 with a 
Notice of Project and Public Meeting #1 published in The Barrie Examiner on May 19, 2011, the Packet 
and Times on May 19, 2011, and The Free Press on May 26, 2011, respectively, as detailed in Table 1, 
below. The Initial Public Meeting was held on June 24, 2011 at Old Town Hall, 833 Line 7 North, Oro-
Medonte, Ontario. 

Notices were made available on the proponent’s website, which has now changed to the SunEdison 
website with all notices and project specific information moved over to and now published on this website 
(www.sunedison.ca/oromedonte). On May 19, 2011 a copy of the notice was also hand distributed to all 
residences within 120 m of the project location (as shown in Appendix F-B – yellow circles on the map) 
which included to residences in Edgar, along Old Barrie Road West, Oro 4 Line North, Oro 5 Line North 
and Oro 6 Line North.  Additional mailings were completed to non-resident landowners and the mailing list 
has been included in Appendix F-E. Copies of the notice were sent to the Clerk of the Township of Oro-
Medonte (lower tier municipality), the Clerk of Simcoe County (upper-tier municipality), the MOE District 
Manager (Kingston District) and the MOE Director of Approvals. The notice contained information on the 
project location, the proposed size of the project, the proponent, the process and a key map of the 
original Project Area. Copies of the Draft Project Description Report were also mailed to the clerks and 
the MOE and a copy was posted on the proponent’s website. 
 
A copy of the Public Meeting #1 notice, list of attendees and the display boards presented at the open 
house are included in Appendix F-B. Further details of the public meeting are included in Section 5. 

1.2 Notice of Public Meeting #2 

The notice of Public Meeting #2 was published in two newspapers, The Barrie Examiner on October 3, 
2012 and The Barrie Advance on October 2, 2012, as detailed in Table 1, below, and were made 
available on the proponent’s website (www.sunedison.ca/oromedonte).  On October 2, 2012 a copy of the 
notice was also hand distributed to all residences within 120 m of the project location (as shown in 
Appendix F-C), as well as any others who had requested that they be added to the mailing list. This 
included mailing of the notices and also emailing the notices to those requesting to be added to the 
mailing list at Public Meeting #1. Additional mailings were completed to non-resident landowners and the 
mailing list has been included in Appendix F-E.  The second and final public meeting was held on 
December 3, 2012 at the Rugby Hall (1911 Old Barrie Road) in Hawkestone, Ontario. 

Notices reminding residents of the public meeting #2 were also published in the newspapers.  They were 
published on November 22, 2012 in the Barrie Examiner and the Barrie Advance. 

Copies of the notice were sent to the Clerk of the Township of Oro-Medonte (lower tier municipality), the 
Clerk of Simcoe County (upper-tier municipality), the MOE District Manager (Kingston District) and the 
MOE Director of Approvals. 

In order to conform with the requirements of O.Reg. 359/09, the notice contained information on the 
project location, the proposed size of the project, the proponents, the process and a key map of the 
Project Location. Also included in this notice was the location, time and date of Public Meeting #2 and 
where the draft project reports were available for public review (both hard copy and electronic versions), 
dates of the review period and to whom and where comments could be forwarded. A copy of the notice, 
public mailing list, list of attendees and the display boards presented at the open house are included in 
Appendix F-C. 
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Table 1: Publication / Distribution of Public Notices 

Notice Date Published Location of Notice Days Prior to 
Public Meeting 

Public Meeting #1 (Held June 24, 
2011 at the Old Town Hall) 

May 19, 2011 The Barrie Examiner 37 

May 19, 2011 Packet and Times 37 

May 26, 2011 The Free Press 30 

May 19, 2011 
Hand delivered or 
mailed to residents  

37 

Public Meeting #2 (Held December 
3, 2012 at the Rugby Hall) 

October 2, 2012 The Barrie Advance 62 

October 3, 2012 The Barrie Examiner 61 

October 2, 2012 
Hand delivered, 
mailed or emailed 

62 

November 22, 2012 The Barrie Advance 11 

November 22, 2012 The Barrie Examiner 11 

 

1.3 Distribution of Documents for Review 

Prior to the final public meeting (held December 3, 2012) the Draft Renewable Energy Approval 
documents for consultation were made available for public review for at least 60 days, as required by 
O.Reg. 359/09. These reports were made available on the proponent’s website 
(www.sunedison.ca/oromedonte) on September 4, 2012, and were also made available for review at the 
Township of Oro-Medonte and Simcoe County municipal offices on that same date, 91 days prior to 
Public Meeting #2. 

Section 4 below provides further discussion on the release of the documents to the clerks of the 
municipalities (Township and County) on September 4, 2012 (91 days prior to Public Meeting #2). 

All project components are proposed to be located within the Township of Oro-Medonte, in Simcoe 
County. 

2. Agency Consultation 

2.1 Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) Review 

On June 9, 2011 information was received from the MNR on the request for Records Review for the Oro 4 
Line Solar Power Project.  GENIVAR completed the Records Review on August, 2012 and the following 
document was submitted to the MNR for review along with the Natural Heritage Assessment Site 
Investigation Report:  

• Oro 4 Line Proposed Solar Power Project (August 2012)  

On August, 2012 the revised document was also submitted to the MNR for review to ensure compliance 
with the Natural Heritage requirements of O.Reg. 359/09.  The final version, which incorporates 
comments from MNR, is: 

• Natural Heritage Assessment Site Investigation Report, SunEdison Oro 4 Line Solar Farm 
(November 7, 2012) 
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On August, 2012 the revised report was submitted by GENIVAR to the MNR.  The final version, which 
incorporates comments from the MNR, is: 

• Natural Heritage Assessment Evaluation of Significance Report, SunEdison Oro 4 Line Solar 
Farm (November 7, 2012) 

On August, 2012, GENIVAR supplied the revised document to the MNR.  The final version, which 
incorporates comments from the MNR, is: 

• Natural Heritage Assessment Environmental Impact Study Report, SunEdison Oro 4 Line Solar 
Farm (November 7, 2012) 

Final confirmation from the MNR was received on November 8, 2012. Copies of the correspondence and 
final reports can be found in Appendix C. Copies of the reports and the letter were posted on the 
proponent’s website and were made available for review at the Township of Oro-Medonte and Simcoe 
County municipal offices and at Public Meeting #2. 

The MNR was also contacted for the Water Body Records Review.  On June 9, 2011, the MNR provided 
a records review request response to GENIVAR.  Final water body reports were completed by GENIVAR 
and are included in Appendix C as follows: 

• Water Body Records Review, Oro 4 Line Solar Farm, Township of Oro-Medonte, Ontario 
(December 2012) 

• Water Body Site Investigation, SunEdison Oro 4 Line Solar Farm, Township of Oro-Medonte 
(December 2012)   

• Water Body Environmental Impact Study, SunEdison Oro 4 Line Solar Farm, Township of Oro-
Medonte (December 2012)   

2.2 Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) Review 

The “Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for Perpetual Cleanpower Oro 4 Line Solar Project, Part of Lot 
12, Concession 5 (14414 4 Line N), Township of Oro-Medonte, Simcoe County (June 22, 2011 and 
revised July 4, 2011) report was submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (formerly MTC) 
for review on July 4, 2011 by Archaeological Services Inc. The MTC issued a letter of acceptance on 
August 5, 2011 agreeing with the findings and recommendations of the report. A copy of the report and 
the acceptance letter is included in Appendix D.  
 
The “Stage 2 Property Assessment for Perpetual Cleanpower Oro 4 Line Solar Project, Part of Lot 12, 
Concession 5 (14414 4 Line N), Township of Oro-Medonte, Simcoe County (July 19, 2011) report was 
submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (formerly MTC) for review on July 22, 2011 by 
Archaeological Services Inc. The MTC issued a letter of acceptance on August 5, 2011 agreeing with the 
findings and recommendations of the report. A copy of the report and the acceptance letter is included in 
Appendix D.  
 
The Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment:  Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes, SunEdison Oro 4 Line Solar Farm Project, Township of Oro-Medonte, Ontario (November 
2012) report was submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) for review on November 
26, 2012 by Archaeological Services Inc. The MTCS anticipates issuing a letter of acceptance in 
December 2012 agreeing with the findings and recommendations of the report.  A copy of the report and 
the acceptance letter is included in Appendix D. 
 
Copies of the archaeological assessment and cultural heritage resource assessment reports and the 
letters of acceptance were posted on the proponent’s website and were made available for review at the 
Township of Oro-Medonte and Simcoe County municipal offices and at Public Meeting #2. 
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2.3 Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) 

NVCA staff were consulted during the REA process to keep them apprised of the project activities and 
seek input on the proposed project. NVCA staff provided mapping in response to the records review 
request on June 2011. Based on the review of the mapping provided by NVCA it was determined that the 
watercourses and wetland are covered under O. Reg. 172/06 (Regulation of Development, Interference 
with Wetlands and Alternations to Shorelines and Watercourses). The property is regulated by NVCA. In 
addition, for any watercourses on the property or within the 120 m buffer, NVCA would require 
appropriate development setbacks and any alteration to a waterway will require written approval from 
NVCA. 
 
In September and October 2012, additional consultation was undertaken with NVCA related to the 
permits that will be required for the project.  SunEdison will submit the applicable applications and work 
with NVCA in early 2013 to obtain the necessary permits for the project.  
 

3. Aboriginal Consultation 
Aboriginal consultation has been undertaken by GENIVAR and Patricia Stirbys on behalf of SunEdison in 
order to meet the requirements to consult. These activities are detailed below. 

3.1 Director’s List  

On April 13, 2011, a copy of the Draft Project Description Report was submitted to the Director of 
Approvals in order to receive the List of Aboriginal Communities to Consult. A response was received 
from the MOE on May 31, 2011 and identified the following First Nations groups to consult: 

1. Chippewas of Mnjikaning First Nation (Chippewas of Rama) - may have constitutionally protected 
treaty or aboriginal rights which may be impacted by the project; 

2. Chippewas of Georgina Island – may have constitutionally protected treaty or aboriginal rights 
which may be impacted by the project; 

3. Beausoleil – may have constitutionally protected treaty or aboriginal rights which may be 
impacted by the project; 

4. Georgian Bay Metis Council – may have constitutionally protected treaty or aboriginal rights 
which may be impacted by the project;  

5. Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation – may be interested in any negative effects of the project; and 

6. Metis Nation of Ontario – may be interested in any negative effects of the project. 

3.2 Distribution of Notices and Reports 

The table below identifies the notices and documents sent to each Aboriginal Community.  A copy of the 
correspondence is provided in Appendices F-H and F-I. 

 A copy of the letters sent out on May 20, 2011 and May 31, 2011 are provided and this letter introduced 
the project, requested input on potential adverse impacts from the project and provided the communities 
with a copy of the Draft Project Description Report. These notices were sent out greater than 30 days 
prior to the first public meeting held on June 24, 2011. 

A copy of the letters sent out on September 27, 2012 (refer to Table 2) is provided and this letter updated 
the status of the project, included the attachment of the draft REA documents for their review and again 
requested input on potential adverse impacts from the project.   
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Table 2: Distribution of Public Meeting #1 Notices and Reports 

Group Public Meeting #1 
Notice 

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting 

#1 

Project Description 
Report 

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting 

#1 

Chippewas of 
Mnjikaning 

May 20, 2011 34 May 20, 2011 34 

Chippewas of 
Georgina Island 

May 20, 2011 34 May 20, 2011 34 

Beausoleil 
Chippewas of 
Christian Island 

May 20, 2011 

 
34 

May 20, 2011 

 

34 

Georgian Bay 
Metis Council 

May 31, 2011 23 May 31, 2011 23 

Kawartha 
Nishnawbe First 
Nation 

May 31, 2011 23 May 31, 2011 23 

Metis Nation of 
Ontario 

May 20, 2011 34 May 20, 2011 34 

Mississaugas of 
Scugog Island 
First Nation  

May 20, 2011 34 May 20, 2011 34 

Curve Lake First 
Nation 
Mississaugas of 
Mud Lake 

May 20, 2011 34 May 20, 2011 34 

Northumberland 
Metis Council 

May 20, 2011 34 May 20, 2011 34 

Williams Treaty 
First Nation Claims 
Coordinator 

July 7, 2011 Not applicable July 7, 2011 Not applicable 

Table 3: Distribution of Public Meeting #2 Notices and Reports 

Group Public Meeting #2 
Notice 

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting 

#2 

Draft REA 
Documents 

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting 

#2 

Chippewas of 
Mnjikaning 

October 1, 2012 62 September 27, 2012 66 

Chippewas of 
Georgina Island 

October 1, 2012 62 September 27, 2012 66 

Beausoleil 
Chippewas of 
Christian Island 

October 1, 2012 

 

62 September 27, 2012 66 

Georgian Bay October 1, 2012 62 September 27, 2012 66 
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Group Public Meeting #2 
Notice 

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting 

#2 

Draft REA 
Documents 

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting 

#2 

Metis Council 

Kawartha 
Nishnawbe First 
Nation 

October 1, 2012 62 September 27, 2012 66 

Metis Nation of 
Ontario 

October 1, 2012 62 September 27, 2012 66 

3.3 Consultation Summary 

No communities consulted (through letters, emails, phone calls and distribution of project specific 
information) have raised any comments on proposed project specifically: 

1. Any anticipated adverse impacts they feel that the project may have on their constitutionally 
protected Aboriginal or treaty rights; 

2. Any other concerns over potential negative impacts to the environment they anticipate and may 
have an interest in; and 

3. Any suggestions they have for mitigating the impacts identified in 1 or 2. 

The tables above identify the issuance of notices and information to the Aboriginal Communities.  Table 4 
below, summarizes the consultation activities undertaken by SunEdison with these communities. 

A copy of the emails sent out and those received by any Aboriginal Communities are identified in Table 4.  
A copy of these emails and correspondence is included in Appendices F-H and F-I. 

Table 4: Summary of additional consultation activities with Aboriginal communities 

Aboriginal Group & Consultation Date Discussion Summary 

SEPTEMBER   

Chippewas of Mnjikaning (RAMA)(Thur. 
Sept. 20, 2012) 

Initial call/vmessage to Rob Furlonger that project 
packages will be sent out the following week. Proponent 
will follow-up with email with project details.  

Chippewas of Georgina Island (Thurs. Sept. 
20, 2012) 

Initial call/vmessage to Suzanne Howes that project 
packages will be sent out the following week. Proponent 
will follow-up with email with project details.  

Beausoleil Chippewas of Christian Island 
(Thurs. Sept. 20, 2012) 

Initial call/vmessage to Angela Beechie that project 
packages will be sent out the following week. Proponent 
will follow-up with email with project details.  

Georgina Bay Metis Council (Thurs. Sept. 
20, 2012) 

Initial call/vmessage for Mike Duquette,Pres. (spoke with 
clerk Tracy B) that project packages will be sent out the 
following week. Proponent will follow-up with email with 
project details.  

Kawartha Nishnawbe (Thurs. Sept. 20, 
2012) 

Initial call/vmessage for Chief Nahrgang that project 
packages will be sent out the following week. Proponent 
will follow-up with email with project details.  
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Aboriginal Group & Consultation Date Discussion Summary 

Metis Nation of Ontario (Ottawa) (Thurs. 
Sept. 20, 2012) 

Initial call/vmessage on general mailbox that project 
packages will be sent out the following week. Proponent 
will follow-up with email with project details.  

OCTOBER   

Chippewas of Mnjikaning (RAMA) (Mon. Oct 
1, 2012) 

Telephone call with R Furlonger that they should have 
received or will shortly receive project package, Dec 3 
PIC and to provide proponent with any concerns about 
any impacts of the project on aborig/treaty rights or other 
concerns. Obtained R Furlonger email address; Follow-
up email sent with details about project, Dec 3 PIC and 
link to project; Proponent asked community to contact 
them if any concerns about impacts to aboriginal and/or 
treaty rights. 

Chippewas of Georgina Island (Mon. Oct 1, 
2012) 

Telephone message left for S Howes that they should 
have received or will shortly receive project package, 
Dec 3 PIC and to provide proponent with any concerns 
about any impacts of the project on aborig/treaty rights 
or other concerns. 

Beausoleil Chippewas of Christian Island 
(Mon. Oct 1, 2012) 

Telephone call with A Beechie that they should have 
received or will shortly receive project package, Dec 3 
PIC and to provide proponent with any concerns about 
any impacts of the project on aborig/treaty rights or other 
concerns. Obtained A Beachie's email  address; Follow-
up email sent with details about project, Dec 3 PIC and 
link to project; Proponent asked community to contact 
them if any concerns about impacts to aboriginal and/or 
treaty rights. 

Georgina Bay Metis Council (Mon. Oct 1, 
2012) 

Telephoned and left message for Mike Duquette, Pres. 
with clerk, Tracy B, that they should have received or will 
shortly receive project package, Dec 3 PIC and to 
provide proponent with any concerns about any impacts 
of the project on aborig/treaty rights or other concerns. M 
Duquette has no email, thereby obtained Tracy B email 
plus gbmc@telvzon.ca email to send email. Follow-up 
email sent with details about project, Dec 3 PIC and link 
to project; Proponent asked community to contact them if 
any concerns about impacts to aboriginal and/or treaty 
rights. 

Kawartha Nishnawbe (Mon. Oct 1, 2012) Telephone message left for Chief Mahrgang that they 
should have received or will shortly receive project 
package, info about Dec 3 PIC. Follow-up email sent 
with details about project, Dec 3 PIC and link to project; 
Proponent asked community to contact them if any 
concerns about impacts to aboriginal and/or treaty rights. 

Metis Nation of Ontario (Ottawa) (Mon. Oct 
1, 2012) 

Telephone message left on general mailbox for 
consultation unit that they should have received or will 
shortly receive project package; info about Dec 3 PIC. 
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Aboriginal Group & Consultation Date Discussion Summary 

Metis Nation of Ontario (Toronto) (Mon. Oct. 
1, 2012) 

Sent email to J Wagar re. details about project, Dec 3 
PIC and link to project; Proponent asked community to 
contact them if any concerns about impacts to aboriginal 
and/or treaty rights. 

Chippewas of Georgina Island (Tues. Oct 2, 
2012) 

Telephone call from S Howes stating that Chippewas of 
Georgina Island should also be included on the Lindsay 
project consultation list.  She provided her email.  
Proponent followed up with email with link to Oro project, 
as well as Lindsay project for her review. Emailed 
MINISTRY of Environment, Narren Santos; cc.d Joe 
deLaRonde asking for their consideration whether 
Chippewas of Georgina Island should be on the Lindsay 
consultation list for SunE. 

Chippewas of Mnjikaning (RAMA)  (Tue. 
Oct. 17, 2012) 

Proponent received letter from Chief Sharon Stinson 
Henry acknowledging receipt of proponent's Sept. 27, 
2012 letter and that a copy of SunE letter would be 
forwarded to Karry SMcKenzie, Coordinator for Williams 
Treaties FNs for further review and response. 

NOVEMBER   

Chippewas of Mnjikaning (RAMA)  (Tues. 
Nov 6, 2012) 

Email to Rob Furlonger with summary and link to SunE 
website re. Stage 2 Archaological Report dated July 19, 
2011. Summary states findings of Euro-Canada sites 
containing variety of ironstone, nails and other 
fragments.   

Chippewas of Georgina Island (Tues. Nov 6, 
2012) 

Email to S Howes with summary and link to SunE 
website re. Stage 2 Archaological Report dated July 19, 
2011. Summary states findings of Euro-Canada sites 
containing variety of ironstone, nails and other 
fragments.  

Beausoleil Chippewas of Christian Island 
(Tues. Nov 6, 2012) 

Email to A Beedie with summary and link to SunE 
website re. Stage 2 Archaeological Report dated July 19, 
2011. Summary states findings of Euro-Canada sites 
containing variety of ironstone, nails and other 
fragments. 

Georgina Bay Metis Council (Tues. Nov 6, 
2012) 

Email to M Duquette with summary and link to SunE 
website re. Stage 2 Archaeological Report dated July 19, 
2011. Summary states findings of Euro-Canada sites 
containing variety of ironstone, nails and other 
fragments. 

Kawartha Nishnawbe (Tues. Nov 6, 2012) Email to Chief Nahrgang with summary and link to SunE 
website re. Stage 2 Archaeological Report dated July 19, 
2011. Summary states findings of Euro-Canada sites 
containing variety of ironstone, nails and other 
fragments. 

Metis Nation of Ontario (Toronto) (Tues. Nov 
6, 2012) 

Email to J Wagar (and Georgina Metis) with summary 
and link to SunE website re. Stage 2 Archaeological 
Report dated July 19, 2011. Summary states findings of 
Euro-Canada sites containing variety of ironstone, nails 
and other fragments. 
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Aboriginal Group & Consultation Date Discussion Summary 

Chippewas of Mnjikaning (RAMA)  (Mon. 
Nov 26, 2012) 

Proponent email to Rob Furlonger with Notice of, and 
invitation to, upcoming PIC2 on Dec. 3, 2012 in 
Hawkestone, ON.  Asked them if they were unable to 
attend the meeting to please let SunE know in writing 
whether they had  any concerns regarding impacts to 
aboriginal and/or treaty rights or any other questions so 
these might be addressed. 

Chippewas of Georgina Island (Mon. Nov 
26, 2012) 

Email to S Howes with Notice of, and invitation to, 
upcoming PIC2 on Dec. 3, 2012 in Hawkestone, ON.  
Asked them if they were unable to attend the meeting to 
please let SunE know in writing whether they had any 
concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal and/or treaty 
rights or any other questions so these might be 
addressed. 

Beausoleil Chippewas of Christian Island 
(Mon. Nov 26, 2012) 

Email to A Beedie with Notice of, and invitation to, 
upcoming PIC2 on Dec. 3, 2012 in Hawkestone, ON.  
Asked them if they were unable to attend the meeting to 
please let SunE know in writing whether they had  any 
concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal and/or treaty 
rights or any other questions so these might be 
addressed. 

Georgina Bay Metis Council (Mon. Nov 26, 
2012) 

Email to M Duquette with Notice of, and invitation to, 
upcoming PIC2 on Dec. 3, 2012 in Hawkestone, ON.  
Asked them if they were unable to attend the meeting to 
please let SunE know in writing whether they had any 
concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal and/or treaty 
rights or any other questions so these might be 
addressed. 

Kawartha Nishnawbe (Mon. Nov 26, 2012) Email to Chief Nahrgang with Notice of, and invitation to, 
upcoming PIC2 on Dec. 3, 2012 in Hawkestone, ON.  
Asked them if they were unable to attend the meeting to 
please let SunE know in writing whether they had any 
concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal and/or treaty 
rights or any other questions so these might be 
addressed. 

Metis Nation of Ontario (Toronto) (Mon. Nov 
26, 2012) 

Email to J Wagar with Notice of, and invitation to, 
upcoming PIC2 on Dec. 3, 2012 in Hawkestone, ON.  
Asked him to let proponent know whether there were any 
questions or concerns regarding the project. 

Chippewas of Mnjikaning (RAMA)  (Tues. 
Nov 27, 2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for Rob Furlonger asking 
whether they had any concerns regarding impacts to 
aboriginal and/or treaty rights or any other questions so 
these might be addressed. 

Chippewas of Georgina Island  (Tues. Nov 
27, 2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for S Howes asking whether 
they had  any concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal 
and/or treaty rights or any other questions so these 
might be addressed. 

Beausoleil Chippewas of Christian Island  
(Tues. Nov 27, 2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for A Beedie asking whether 
they had  any concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal 
and/or treaty rights or any other questions so these 
might be addressed. 
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Aboriginal Group & Consultation Date Discussion Summary 

Georgina Bay Metis Council  (Tues. Nov 27, 
2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for M Duquette asking whether 
they had any concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal 
and/or treaty rights or any other questions so these 
might be addressed. 

Kawartha Nishnawbe ((Tues. Nov 27, 2012)) Proponent left voicemail for Chief Nahrgang asking 
whether they had any concerns regarding impacts to 
aboriginal and/or treaty rights or any other questions so 
these might be addressed. 

Metis Nation of Ontario (Toronto)  (Tues. 
Nov 27, 2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for J Wagar asking whether 
they had any concerns regarding impacts to aboriginal 
and/or treaty rights or any other questions so these 
might be addressed. 
 

DECEMBER   

Chippewas of Mnjikaning (RAMA)  (Mon. 
Dec 3, 2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for Rob Furlonger with reminder 
about the Dec 3 PIC in Hawkestone ON. Further details 
in previous emails sent.  If any questions, to contact 
SunE reps. 

Chippewas of Georgina Island  (Mon. Dec 3, 
2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for S Howes with reminder 
about the Dec 3 PIC in Hawkestone ON. Further details 
in previous emails sent.  If any questions, to contact 
SunE reps. 

Beausoleil Chippewas of Christian Island  
(Mon. Dec 3, 2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for A Beedie with reminder 
about the Dec 3 PIC in Hawkestone ON. Further details 
in previous emails sent.  If any questions, to contact 
SunE reps. 

Georgina Bay Metis Council  (Mon. Dec 3, 
2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for M Duquette asking with 
reminder about the Dec 3 PIC in Hawkestone ON. 
Further details in previous emails sent.  If any questions, 
to contact SunE reps. 

Kawartha Nishnawbe (Mon. Dec 3, 2012) Proponent left voicemail for Chief Nahrgang with 
reminder about the Dec 3 PIC in Hawkestone ON. 
Further details in previous emails sent.  If any questions, 
to contact SunE reps. 

Metis Nation of Ontario (Toronto)  (Mon. Dec 
3, 2012) 

Proponent left voicemail for J Wagar with reminder about 
the Dec 3 PIC in Hawkestone ON. Further details in 
previous emails sent.  If any questions, to contact SunE 
reps. 

 

4. Municipal Consultation 
SunEdison is actively engaging in consultation with the local municipalities of the Township of Oro-
Medonte and Simcoe County. As the project will be entirely located in the Township of Oro-Medonte, the 
majority of discussions have been with the Township. A “Renewable Energy Approval Consultation Form: 
municipalities, local authorities” (MOE) form was distributed (details provided in Section 4.2 below) to the 
clerks of the Township of Oro-Medonte Simcoe County 91 days prior to the final public meeting.  

In particular, discussions have been held with the transportation departments in the County and Township 
regarding the traffic management plan and the proposed transportation route for construction of the solar 
farm.  As well, contact has been made with the Township and County planning departments to review the 
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material provided and to determine if any additional information is required for completion of the municipal 
consultation form. 

4.1 Consultation Form  

A “Renewable Energy Approval Consultation Form: municipalities, local authorities” (MOE) form was 
distributed to the Clerk of the Township of Rideau Lakes and the Clerk of United Counties of Leeds and 
Grenville as noted in the table below. Included with the consultation form was a copy of the Draft 
Renewable Energy Approval Documents for Consultation. 

 

Table 5: Municipal Consultation Form Distribution 

Recipient of 
Consultation 
Form 

Date of receipt of 
Form 

Included 
Documents 

Date of Receipt of 
Notice 

# Days Prior 
to Public 
Meeting #2 

Doug Irwin, Clerk, 
Township of Oro-
Medonte 

May 5, 2011  Draft Project 
Description Report, 
May 5, 2011 

-- -- 

Andrea Lee, 
Director, 
Corporate 
Services/Clerk, 
Township of Oro-
Medonte 

-- -- 
Notice of Public 
Meeting #1, May18, 
2011 

-- 

September 4, 2012 
Draft REA 
Documents, 
September 4, 2012 

September 27, 2012 66 

Brenda Clark, 
County Clerk, 
Simcoe County 

May 5, 2011 
Draft Project 
Description Report, 
May 5, 2011 

Notice of Public 
Meeting #1, May18, 
2011 

-- 

September 4, 2012 
Draft REA 
Documents, 
September 4, 2012 

September 27, 2012 66 

 
Simcoe County completed the initial municipal consultation form in June 2011.  Completed municipal 
consultation forms have not been received from either the Township of Oro-Medonte or Simcoe County 
following submission of the Draft REA documents in early September 2012. SunEdison will continue to 
work with the Township and County to obtain the completed municipal consultation form.  Copies of the 
municipal consultation forms that were sent out are included in Appendix F-E. A summary of issues raised 
and how they were addressed are summarized below: 

Table 6: Municipal Feedback 
 

Comments Received  Response  

Township of Oro-Medonte 

� 3 Line has half load restrictions year round which 
may require passing a by-law or a temporary 
permit to allow construction equipment on the 
road 

� Transportation planner reviewing the load limits 
to determine the best route for construction 
equipment 

SunEdison will work with the Township to address 
the issue of the load restriction. 
 
A Traffic Management Plan has been completed 
and will be forwarded to the County and Township 
for review. 
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Comments Received  Response  

Simcoe County 

� Draft Project Description Report identified a 
forested area on the property but it is not clear if 
any clearing of the woodlots is required and if so 
how much 

� Need to be aware of the County of Simcoe’s 
Forest Conservation By-law 5635 to promote 
Sustainable Forest Management Practices would 
be applicable if the property meets the By-law’s 
”woodlands” criteria 

� Provided the “woodlands” definition from the By-
law and the link to the By-law 
(www.simcoe.ca/dpt/cf/bylaw/index.htm) 

The woodlands in the eastern portion of the 
property will not be impacted as the project 
location boundary is in the western half of the 
property.  There is at least a 15 m setback from the 
significant woodlands to the east, north and south 
of the project and the project location boundary. 
 
Minimal tree removal will be required for the project 
and the By-law will be adhered to. 

� A provincially significant wetland has been 
identified on the property that is worthy of 
protection as part of a larger natural heritage 
feature 

The eastern portion of the property that contains 
the PSW is not within the project location boundary 
and the PSW will not be impacted.  To ensure this 
there is at least a 30 m setback between the 
project location boundary and the PSW 

� Old Barrie Road has half load restrictions from 
March 1 to April 30 and construction equipment 
will be restricted during this time period 

SunEdison will not likely construct the solar farm 
during these months so this restriction should not 
be an issue. 
 
Traffic Management Plan has been completed and 
will be reviewed with the County and Township. 

 

4.2 Consultation Summary 

Table 7 Summary of Municipal Consultations 

Municipality & Consultation Date Discussion Summary 

Township of Oro-Medonte 

June 2011 • Introduced the project and outlined the REA 
process and how Oro-Medonte would be 
consulted throughout the development, 
construction and operation of the solar farm 

November 2012 • Left messages with the planning department to 
review the REA draft documents and any 
questions they may have. 

• Discussed various issues with 2 Councillors that 
attended public meeting #2 

Simcoe County  

June 2011 • Introduced the project and outlined the REA 
process and how the County would be consulted 
throughout the development, construction and 
operation of the solar farm 

November 2012 • Left messages with the planning department to 
review the REA draft documents and any 
questions they may have. 
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6. Consideration of Public, Municipal and Aboriginal Input 

6.1 Alterations to the Proposal to Engage in the Project 

After consultations with the public, landowners and the municipalities, there were no significant concerns 
with the project proposal which could not be resolved. Some minor details in the layout were made and 
these are detailed in Table 10. 

Table 10: Alterations to the Proposal to Engage in the Project 

Comment / Concern Alteration to the Project 

� Don’t want to see solar panels from their house 
(which is across the street from the project).  
Leave most of the tall trees and add spruce or 
pine trees to them to fill in the holes so that the 
panels are not seen spring, summer, fall or 
winter 

Initial proposal was to remove the existing 
hedgerow along Oro 4 Line and replace with a 
new hedgerow.  However, based on concerns 
landscape plan was revised by selectively 
removing only highest trees to eliminate 
prolonged shading of parts of the facility and to 
maintain buffer (where possible).  The revised 
Landscape Plan (currently being updated) will 
leave the majority of existing trees in place 
which are located across from their residence to 
maximize visual buffering offered by existing 
trees and then selectively plant more mature 
coniferous trees to bolster visual buffering 

� Transformer substation should be located 
closer to north boundary of property to pre-
mitigate sound and protect homes on 
southwest corner 

SunEdison now proposes to erect additional 
noise barrier wall along side of substation to 
further reduce directional noise away from the 
residences both across the street, as well as 
adjacent to the south. Substation will be nearly 
invisible from the road due to the extensive 
visual buffering along that side, SunEdison has 
developed a visual buffering plan for the 
substation as well, so that the noise 
walls/barriers are less intrusive visually 

 

6.2 Alterations to the Required REA Reports 

After consultations with the public, landowners and the municipalities, minor modifications to the 
proposed substation were also made with minor changes to the draft documents released for public 
review.  Noise caused by inverters and transformers are cited as potential concerns by local residents. In 
order to determine the potential impacts of these effects on the study area, modelling studies have been 
completed in accordance with the MOE guidelines.   The noise study indicates that the 40 dBA limit will 
not be exceeded at any receptor.  However, upon completion of the consultation with nearby residents, a 
noise barrier is proposed to be installed at the substation to further reduce the noise levels beyond the 
southern boundary of the property.   

The discussion on the substation in the Project Description Report, Construction Plan Report and the 
Design and Operations Report has been updated to include this change to the substation. 

 


