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1. INTRODUCTION 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc., acting on behalf of GoldLight LP, proposes to develop a solar facility 

with a maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW) alternating current (AC), 

located near Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina, Ontario.  The permitting and approvals process 

for GoldLight LP was previously managed by SkyPower Limited, as outlined in Section 5.6. The 

renewable energy facility will be known as GoldLight and will be rated as a Class 3 Solar Facility.  

Canadian Solar is coordinating and managing the approvals process for GoldLight LP.  GoldLight 

LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 

generated by this renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program (enabled by 

the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009).  The project will require a Renewable Energy 

Approval (REA) as per Ontario Regulation 359/09 under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental 

Protection Act. 

This Consultation Report has been prepared following the final public meeting with the public and is 

being submitted to the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) as part of a complete REA submission 

for the GoldLight project as outlined in Ontario Regulation 359/09. Other draft reports included in 

the submission include: 

 Project Description Report; 

 Construction Plan Report; 

 Design and Operations Report; 

 Decommissioning Plan Report; 

 Noise Study Report; 

 Natural Heritage Assessment (4 reports); 

 Water Assessment; 

 Archaeological Assessments;  

 Cultural Heritage Screening; and 

 Cultural Heritage Assessment. 

The Consultation Report is required as part of a complete REA submission to the MOE.  It provides 

the MOE with information on all consultation conducted in respect of the renewable energy project, 
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including a record of comments and information received by the applicant, and demonstrates how 

the project was modified as a result of comments received.  The content and format of this report 

follows the recommendations provided in Chapter 2, Part 2 of the Technical Guide to Renewable Energy 

Approvals (MOE, 2011). 

  



    GoldLight 
Consultation Report – October 2012 

 

 
 

                              3 

2. THE PROPONENT 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. is managing and coordinating the approvals process for GoldLight 

LP. Canadian Solar is an experienced developer, owner and operator of power generation and 

energy delivery assets. Company activities include developing, building, owning and operating 

renewable energy facilities. Canadian Solar strives to satisfy various environmental approval 

requirements and obtain regulatory approvals that vary depending on the jurisdiction, project 

capacity and site location. In addition, GoldLight LP and Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. are building 

long-term relationships with the communities that host their projects and are committed to the 

health and welfare of the Town of Georgina and the Region of York, Ontario.   

Contact information for the proponent is as follows: 

Full Name of Company: GoldLight LP 

Prime Contact: Mark Feenstra 

Address: 545 Speedvale Ave. W., Guelph, Ontario, N1K 1E6 

Telephone: 519-837-1881 x2342 

Fax: 519-837-2550 

Email: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 

 

Dillon Consulting Limited (Dillon) is the consultant responsible for the preparation of REA-related 

reports for GoldLight.  The contact at Dillon is: 

Full Name of Company: Dillon Consulting Limited 

Prime Contact: Katharine Myrans, REA Project Coordinator 

Address: 235 Yorkland Boulevard, Suite 800, Toronto, Ontario, M2J 4Y8 

Telephone: (416) 229-4647 ext. 2381 

Fax: (416) 229-4692 

Email: kmyrans@dillon.ca   
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3. PROJECT LOCATION 

The proposed Class 3 Solar Facility is located at 7130 Old Homestead Road, approximately 8 

kilometres from the community of Pefferlaw.  Figure 1 shows the general location of the project in 

Ontario.  The project location covers parts of Lots 8 and 9, Concession 5, in the Town of Georgina 

and consists of 38.17 hectares of privately owned land (leased by the proponent) with geographic 

coordinates (centroids) as follows: 

 Latitude: 44° 17’ 26.06” N 

 Longitude: 79° 17’ 47.95” W 

“Project location” is defined in Ontario Regulation 359/09 to be “a part of land and all or part of any 

building or structure in, on or over which a person is engaging in or proposes to engage in the 

project”.  The project location for GoldLight was modified in June 2011 due to environmental 

constraints on the original Frog Street property.  For more information on the project location and 

facility components please refer to Figure 3 of the Design and Operations Report. 
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Figure 1:  General Location of GoldLight in Ontario 
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4. OVERVIEW OF CONSULTATION PROCESS 

This Consultation Report outlines the consultation program for GoldLight. Consultation was initiated 

with the municipalities in March 2011, followed by a Meet and Greet Session with the landowners 

on April 11, 2011, and is expected to culminate with the publication of a notice of the REA 

application being accepted for review by the Ministry in October 2012. The report documents how 

interested and affected stakeholders were consulted with regards to the development, design, and 

implementation of the proposed project. Further, it documents whether or how stakeholder 

comments influenced the progression of the proposed project.  

Stakeholder consultation has been a central component of this project since its inception. The 

applicant has provided multiple opportunities for information sharing and stakeholder feedback 

throughout the course of the project. Ongoing consultation activities and project communications 

are planned throughout the proposed construction and operations stages as necessary and are 

outlined in Section 9 of this report. 

The following sections describe the key consultation activities that have been undertaken to date. 

Comments from the general public, landowners, Aboriginal communities, municipalities, local 

authorities and agencies have been identified and addressed and are identified in the appendices.  

The REA consultation process is illustrated in Figure 2, however GoldLight LP went above and 

beyond these requirements, as outlined in Table 2. 
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Figure 2:  Consultation Requirements for Renewable Energy1 

4.1 Whom to Consult 

Mandatory consultation activities are primarily outlined in Sections 14-18 of Ontario Regulation 

359/09 and include project notification, release of draft documents and public meetings. 

Consultation activities are prescribed for:   

 Aboriginal communities that, in the opinion of the Director of the MOE and proponent, 

have or may have constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely 

impacted by the project or otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects 

of the project; 

                                                 
1 Source: MOE (2010). “Application Requirements for Proposed Renewable Energy Projects”. [accessed on: May 17, 

2012]. Available at: http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/environment/en/subject/renewable_energy/STDPROD_085137.html 
 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/environment/en/subject/renewable_energy/STDPROD_085137.html
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 Assessed owners of land: 

o abutting a parcel of land on which the project location is situated; and/or   

o within 120 metres of the project location; 

 Clerks of each local municipality and upper-tier municipality in which the project location is 

situated; 

 Secretary-treasurers of each Local Roads Board of a local roads area in which the project 

location is situated (only if the project is within an unorganized territory); 

 Secretaries of each Local Services Board of a board area in which the project location is 

situated (only if the project is within an unorganized territory); 

 Secretary-treasurers of planning boards that have jurisdiction in an area in which the project 

location is situated; 

 The Chair of the Niagara Escarpment Commission, if the project location is in the area of 

the Niagara Escarpment Plan; 

 The Director of the MOE; and, 

 The Ministry’s district manager in each district in which the project location is situated. 

The project location does not fall within the area of the Niagara Escarpment Plan and is not situated 

in unorganized territory. Thus, consultation did not take place with the Niagara Escarpment 

Commission or Local Road, Services or Planning Boards.  

To enhance consultation beyond what is required through regulation, the Technical Guide to Renewable 

Energy Approvals, Chapter (2), recommends consulting with other members of the public who may 

have an interest in the project.  These could include landowners in the vicinity of the project 

location, local interest groups, businesses and others who may be affected by the project.   

Also recommended is notification and consultation with relevant agencies and local conservation 

authorities.  The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), Ministry of Tourism and Culture (MTC) 

and the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) were consulted as part of this 

project. Details of consultation with these groups are outlined in Sections 6 and 8 of this report. 
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4.2 Consultation Objectives 

Consultation is a two-way exchange of information between renewable energy project applicants and 

interested or potentially affected local groups, Aboriginal communities, members of the public as 

well as municipalities, agencies and other interested parties. Consultation helps ensure that concerns 

are identified early and, where possible, addressed as the project progresses.  Consultation also 

enables applicants to obtain and use local knowledge in their project designs/plans and in the 

assessment of any potential negative environmental effects.  

The objectives of the GoldLight LP consultation process were to: 

 Identify potentially interested stakeholders and the nature of their interests; 

 Consult with stakeholders as early as possible in the process to identify potential issues and 

concerns; 

 Inform stakeholders of preliminary plans for the proposed project, and identify possible 

impacts of the proposed project on the physical, natural, social and economic environment 

of the community; 

 Receive input and feedback from stakeholders on all aspects of the project; and, 

 Incorporate stakeholder feedback into the planning, design, construction, and operation of 

the facility where possible and practical.  

4.3 Required Documentation 

In accordance with Ontario Regulation 359/09, this Consultation Report includes the following 

information on consultation activities conducted: 

 A summary of communication with any members of the public (Section 5.7), Aboriginal 

communities (Section 6.6), municipalities (Section 7.6) and agencies (Section 8.8) regarding 

the project; 

 Evidence that the information required to be distributed to Aboriginal communities under 

subsection 17 (1), Ontario Regulation 359/09 was distributed (Appendix D); 

 Any information provided by an Aboriginal community in response to a request made under 

paragraph 4 of subsection 17 (1), Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Appendix D); 
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 Evidence that a consultation form and draft documents were distributed in accordance with 

subsections 18 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Appendix E);  

 The consultation form distributed under subsection 18 (1), Ontario Regulation 359/09, if any 

part of it has been completed by a municipality (Appendix E); 

 A description of whether and how, 

o comments from members of the public (Section 5.5), Aboriginal communities 

(Section 6.4), municipalities (Section 7.4) and agencies (Section 8.2 – 8.6) were 

considered by the person who is engaging in the project,  

o the documents that were made available under subsection 16 (5), Ontario Regulation 

359/09 were amended after the final public meeting was held (Section 5.4, Section 

6.3, Section 7.2, and Section 8.9); and, 

o the proposal to engage in the project was altered in response to comments received 

from members of the public (Section 5.8), Aboriginal communities (Section 6.7), 

municipalities (Section 7.7) and agencies (Section 8.9); 

In support of these requirements, the following information is provided:  

 Copies of notices published in accordance with Section 15 of Ontario Regulation 359/09 

(Appendix A); 

 A record and mailing list of individuals2, organizations or agencies who received project 

notices (Appendix A); 

 A list of all participants who attended the public meetings (Appendix C) and a record of 

public concerns and issues (Appendix A);  

 A record of how the concerns and issues have been considered (Appendix A);  

 A description and documentation of how any issues raised during municipal consultation 

were considered (Section 7.4); and, 

 A summary of any outstanding concerns (Section 10.0). 

                                                 
2 Personal information has been removed in accordance with the Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act, 

2000 
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4.4 Summary of Consultation Activities to Date 

Consultation activities prescribed by Ontario Regulation 359/09 were completed by GoldLight LP and 

are summarized in Table 1, which provides the name of the activity, dates on which the activity 

took place, and a description of the activity conducted.  Information in this table is referenced in 

Sections 5 to 8 of this report. Correspondence from stakeholders is not included in the table but is 

summarized in the sections that follow and in the appendices. 

Table 1: Ontario Regulation 359/09 Prescribed Consultation Activities to Date 

Activity Timing Description 

Advertising in the local 
newspaper  (Georgina 
Advocate) 

December 1, 2011  

(47 days prior to 
PM#13) 

 First run of combined Notice of Proposal 
and Notice of First Public Meeting.  

 Note: this notice served as the Notice of 
Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting for 
two other projects in the Town of 
Georgina (BeamLight and EarthLight). 

December 15, 2011  

(33 days prior to 
PM#1) 

 Second run of Combined Notice of Proposal 
and Notice of First Public Meeting. 

 

December 22, 2012  

(26 days prior to 
PM#1) 

 The Notice published on December 1 and 
December 15 included incorrect project 
mapping.  This Notice was published on 
December 22, 2011 with correct mapping.   

July 12, 2012  

(68 days prior to 
PM#2) 

 First run of combined Notice of Draft REA 
Documents Release and Notice of Second Public 
Meeting. 

August 30, 2012  

(18 days prior to 
PM#2) 

 Second run of combined Notice of Draft 
REA Documents Release and Notice of Second 
Public Meeting. 

TBD   Notice of MOE Review and EBR Posting.  

                                                 
3 PM#1 = first official public meeting; PM#2 = second official public meeting 
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Activity Timing Description 

(within 10 days of 
EBR posting) 

Advertising in Aboriginal 
newspapers  

N/A  Aboriginal communities were requested to 
provide the name of community 
newspapers in which SkyPower could 
publish notices (this request was included 
in the letters sent to Aboriginal 
communities on November 29, 2011).  
No responses to this request were 
provided and, therefore, no Aboriginal 
newspapers were identified. 

Landowner Mailings November 28, 
2011 

(50 days prior to 
PM#1) 

 Introductory letter, combined Notice of 
Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting, 
and information on review of Draft Project 
Description Report. 

July 16, 2012 

(63 days prior to 
PM#2) 

 Letter and Notice of Draft REA Documents 
Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting.   

Document Releases to the 
Public 

November 28, 
2011 

(50 days prior to 
PM#1) 

 Project Description Report (PDR) – made 
available on the project web site 
(www.goldlightsolar.com) and hard copies 
made available at the Township of 
Georgina Municipal Office. 

July 16, 2012 

(63 days prior to 
PM#2) 

 Draft REA Documents – made available 
on the project web site and hard copies 
made available at the Township of 
Georgina Clerk’s Office and the Georgina 
Public Library – Pefferlaw Branch. 

Public Meetings January 16, 2012  First Official Public Meeting.  

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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Activity Timing Description 

September 17, 
2012 

 Second Official Public Meeting.  

Aboriginal Correspondence 

(Chippewas of Georgina 
Island, Chippewas of 
Mnjikaning (also known as 
Chippewas of Rama), 
Beausoleil, Georgian Bay 
Métis Council, Kawartha 
Nishnawbe, Métis Nation of 
Ontario) 

November 29, 
2011 

(49 days prior to 
PM#1) 

 Introductory letter with combined Notice of 
Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting, 
draft PDR and request for information.  

July 12, 2012 

(67 days prior to 
PM #2) 

 Letter, Notice of Draft REA Document 
Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting, 
summaries and full copies of the draft 
REA reports, and a further request for 
information.  

Municipal Correspondence 

(Town of Georgina and 
Region of York) 

November 29, 
2011 

(49 days prior to 
PM#1) 

 Introductory letter with combined Notice of 
Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy 
Project and Notice of First Public Meeting, 
draft PDR, Municipal Consultation Form, 
and request for preliminary information or 
concerns. 

June 1, 2012 

(109 days prior to 
PM#2) 

 Letter and Notice of Draft REA Release. 

 Draft REA documents provided in hard 
copy and electronic form. 

July 16, 2012 

(63 days prior to 
PM#2) 

 Letter, Notice of Draft REA Document 
Release, Notice of Second Public Meeting, and 
MNR and MTC clearance letters. 

 Draft REA documents provided in hard 
copy and electronic form. 

Agency Correspondence November 28, 
2011 

(50 days prior to 
PM#1) 

 Letter and combined Notice of Proposal and 
Notice of First Public Meeting and draft PDR.  

 Sent to the MOE Director, District 
Manager, Senior Program Support 
Coordinator and Manager of Renewable 
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Activity Timing Description 

Energy Approvals. 

July 16, 2012 

(63 days prior to 
PM#2) 

 Combined Notice of Draft REA Documents 
Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting. 

Project Website 
www.goldlightsolar.com   

Start of project - 
Present 

The following documents have been posted 
on the project website at the prescribed times 
throughout the project: 

 Notice of Proposal to Engage and Notice of First 
Public Meeting 

 Draft Project Description Report 

 First Public Meeting Materials 

 Notice of Draft REA Documents Release and 
First Notice of Second Public Meeting 

 Draft Renewable Energy Approval (REA) 
Reports 

 Second Public Meeting Materials 

Once the final REA documents have been 
deemed complete by the MOE, they will also 
be posted on the website, along with a copy 
of the Notice of MOE Review and EBR Posting. 

 

In addition to the prescribed consultation activities listed in Table 1, GoldLight LP conducted 

additional consultation activities as described in Table 2.  For instance, an Introductory Meeting was 

held on August 31, 2011 and notices were published for this meeting as described in Table 2.  A 

second meeting was held October 12, 2011 at the request of residents that were unable to attend the 

August meeting.  These Introductory Meetings were intended as the First Public Meeting but, due to 

regulatory requirements, the First Public Meeting had to be repeated.  The August 31, 2011 and 

October 12, 2011 meetings are now referred to as the “Introductory Meetings”.  The meeting held 

on January 16, 2012 is now referred to as the “First Public Meeting”. 
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Table 2: Non-prescribed Consultation Activities to Date 

Activity Timing Description 

Meet and Greet Session 
April 11, 2011  

 

 General introduction to the project, same 
material presented at official first public 
meeting presented here.  

Advertising in the local 

newspaper  (Georgina 

Advocate) 

July 22, 2011  

(41 days prior to 
August 31, 2011 
Introductory 
Meeting) 

 Combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of 
First Public Meeting (Intended as the First 
Public Meeting.  Now referred to as 
Introductory Meeting).  

August 24, 2011 

(50 days prior to 
October 12, 2011 
Introductory 
Meeting) 

 First run of combined Notice of Proposal 
and Notice of First Public Meeting (Intended 
as the First Public Meeting.  Now referred 
to as Introductory Meeting). 

August 25, 2011 

(49 days prior to 
October 12, 2011 
Introductory 
Meeting) 

 Second run of combined Notice of Proposal 
and Notice of First Public Meeting (Intended 
as the First Public Meeting.  Now referred 
to as Introductory Meeting). 

August 2, 2012  Notice of Change of Venue was published 
in the Georgina Advocate. 

Landowner Mailings and 

Meetings 

July 22, 2011 

August 24, 2011 

 Combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of 
First Public Meeting (Intended as the First 
Public Meeting.  Now referred to as 
Introductory Meeting [August and 
October meetings]). 

February 3, 2012  Meeting with landowner adjacent to 
GoldLight project location.  See 
Appendix A for the full list of topics 
discussed. 

February 14, 2012  Thank-you letters to landowners for 
attending PM#1 on January 12, 2012. 

June 27, 2012  Notice of Transition – Solar Leaders 
Canadian Solar and SkyPower enter into 
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Activity Timing Description 

purchase agreement. 

August 2, 2012  Notice of Change of Venue was mailed to 
adjacent landowners. 

September 11, 
2012  

 Unscheduled door-to-door meetings with 
landowners to discuss project updates and 
address any issues or concerns with the 
project. 

 Public Meetings 

 

August 31, 2011  Introductory Meeting held prior to the 
official First Public Meeting. 

 Intended to be the First Public Meeting 
but was repeated due to regulatory 
requirements.  

October 12, 2011  Introductory Meeting held prior to the 
official First Public Meeting at the request 
of residents that could not attend the 
August meeting. 

 Intended to be the First Public Meeting 
but was repeated due to regulatory 
requirements. 

Telephone Conversations October 24, 2011  Phone conversation with landowner 
regarding concerns about the project, 
which were related to the proximity of 
their home to the proposed project and 
the fact that they would likely see the 
panels due to the elevation of the area.    

Aboriginal Correspondence 

and Meetings 

 

June 2011  Commencement of Archaeological 
Assessment for various solar projects and 
Request for Information sent to:   

o Métis Nation of Ontario 
(Consultation Unit); 

o Kawartha Nishnawbe;  

o Georgian Bay Métis Council; 

o Beausoleil; 

o Chippewas of Mnjikaning (Rama); 
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Activity Timing Description 

and 

o Chippewas of Georgina Island. 

July 22, 2011 

August 24, 2011 

 Combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of 
First Public Meeting (Intended as the First 
Public Meeting.  Now referred to as 
Introductory Meeting [August and 
October meetings]). 

February 22, 2012  This meeting involved discussion on a 
variety of SkyPower projects in areas of 
interest to the Curve Lake First Nation.  It 
was noted that they have no land claims in 
the vicinity of the GoldLight project, nor 
any concerns regarding the proposed 
facility.   

June 27, 2012  Notice of Transition – Solar Leaders 
Canadian Solar and SkyPower enter into 
purchase agreement. 

September 6, 2012  An email was sent to Hiawatha First 
Nation notifying them that the Stage 3 
Archaeological Assessment was being 
initiated, should they wish to be present. 

Municipal Correspondence 

and Meetings 

 

July 22, 2011 

August 24, 2011 

 Combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of 
First Public Meeting (Intended as the First 
Public Meeting.  Now referred to as 
Introductory Meeting [August and 
October meetings]). 

 Sent to the Town of Georgina and Region 
of York. 

August 5, 2011  

 

 Follow-up email sent to Town of 
Georgina responding to questions 
regarding the consultation process and 
confirming key contacts.  

 Follow-up email sent to Town of 
Georgina confirming that soil testing is 
underway and once completed, will be 
forwarded to the Town. 
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Activity Timing Description 

August 11, 2011   Meeting with Town of Georgina to touch 
base on the project before the 
Introductory Meeting (originally intended 
as the First Public Meeting). 

August 24, 2011 
  

 Phone conversation with Town of 
Georgina to discuss the main concerns of 
council. Concerns included: agricultural 
land being taken out of production and 
impacts to trees/habitats. Council 
requested an evening information session 
due to public availability. 

September 27, 
2011 

 Letter to the Town of Georgina including 
response to questions raised at the 
September 19, 2011 Council meeting and 
Report No 2011-0082. 

September 28, 2011

   

 

 Email to Town of Georgina providing 
responses to the questions that were asked 
from council regarding the project. 

September 28, 
2011 

 Meeting with York Region Transportation 
staff.  It was confirmed that Old 
Homestead Road is a regional road and is 
subject to load restrictions (i.e. ½ load 
season).  Further, if existing entrances are 
modified, entrance permits would be 
required and an inspector would attend 
the site to evaluate the modifications.   

November 17, 
2011 

 Letter to the Ministry of Energy and 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs in response to the Town of 
Georgina’s letter to both ministries dated 
November 8, 2011.   

June 27, 2012  Notice of Transition – Solar Leaders 
Canadian Solar and SkyPower enter into 
purchase agreement. 
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Activity Timing Description 

July 11, 2012  Meeting with Town of Georgina to 
provide discuss various questions and 
concerns of the municipality.  See 
Appendix A for the full list of topics 
discussed. 

August 13, 2012  Email to the Town of Georgina requesting 
comments on the Municipal Consultation 
Form. 

August 20, 2012  Meeting with Town of Georgina Council 
to present an update on the project and 
discuss the transition of SkyPower to 
Canadian Solar (Town decided in the end 
not to have Canadian Solar present). 

August 21, 2012  Email to York Region requesting 
comments on the Municipal Consultation 
Form. 

August 27, 2012  Meeting with York Region to provide an 
overview of projects within the Region 
and discuss any outstanding questions or 
concerns.   

September 6, 2012  Letter to York Region responding to 
various questions and concerns raised 
through a September 2011 letter and the 
August 27, 2012 meeting.   

September 10, 2012
  

 Meeting with Town of Georgina Council 
to present an update of the project. 

September 25, 2012
  

 Letter to the Town of Georgina 
responding to various questions and 
concerns raised through a Council report 
related to the project. 

Agency Correspondence and 

Meetings 

July 25, 2011  Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meetings 
(applicable to various SkyPower projects) 
sent to the Director of the Environmental 
Assessment Approvals Branch. 
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Activity Timing Description 

  
July 25, 2011 

August 25, 2011 

 Combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of 
First Public Meeting (Intended as the First 
Public Meeting.  Now referred to as 
Introductory Meeting [August and 
October meetings]).   

 Sent to the MOE Director. 

February 2, 2012  Meeting with MNR Aurora District to 
discuss the Natural Heritage Assessment and 
review Species at Risk documentation for 
GoldLight. 

May 15, 2012  Email to the LSRCA notifying them of the 
availability of the Natural Heritage 
Assessment and Water Assessment Report for 
review. 

June 27, 2012  Notice of Transition – Solar Leaders 
Canadian Solar and SkyPower enter into 
purchase agreement. 

 Sent to the MOE, MNR, MTC, and the 
LSRCA. 

Project Website 

www.goldlightsolar.com   

November 28, 
2011 

 Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public 
Meeting (Intended as the First Public 
Meeting.  Now referred to as Introductory 
Meeting).  Draft Project Description Report 
was also posted at this time.   

 

The proposal to engage in the project was altered in response to comments received from members 

of the public and agencies.  The documents made available under subsection 16(5) were amended 

after the final public meeting (PM#2) was held in order to address comments from stakeholders.    

The changes that were made throughout the consultation process are summarized below: 

 The  Decommissioning Plan Report and corresponding sections of the Project Description Report 

were updated to reflect that Canadian Solar’s EPC contractor will remove all piles and buried 

electrical cable at the time of decommissioning of the project (this change was incorporated 

after the second Public Meeting and prior to the final REA submission to the MOE); and, 
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 Sections of the Construction Plan Report, Design and Operations Report and the Project Description 

Report were updated to address concerns related to half-load restrictions on municipal roads 

(these changes were incorporated after the second Public Meeting but prior to the final REA 

submission to the MOE). 

In addition to the above, the project location was refined to avoid impacts to significant and/or 

sensitive natural heritage features. As a result of consultation with the MNR and the Zephyr Society 

of Lake Simcoe, changes were made to the Natural Heritage Assessment and associated reports, as 

necessary.  For example, after a site visit on May 1, 2012, the delineation of a wetland was extended 

and the project location revised to avoid this feature. 

As a result of consultation with the Town of Georgina, Greenbelt Natural Heritage System 

information is addressed in the Natural Heritage Assessment Records Review and illustrated on Figure 3 

of that report.   
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5. PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

Ontario Regulation 359/09 Sections 15 and 16 describe mandatory public consultation activities. The 

following describes the consultation activities undertaken by the proponent to inform members of 

the public about the details of the proposed project and to solicit their feedback and input. Where 

public input influenced the proposed project, details are provided. Public correspondence is 

provided in Appendix B.  The contact list and Comment/Response Table is provided in Appendix 

A. 

5.1 Identification of Landowners 

The landowner consultation list was developed to include landowners adjacent to and/or within 120 

metres of the project location.  Eleven individual properties, nine of which are occupied, are 

adjacent to and/or within 120 m of the project location (not the participating property owner).  This 

list was developed through information provided by the local land registry office, municipal tax rolls, 

and door-to-door visits. 

5.2 Meet and Greet Sessions 

The Meet and Greet session for GoldLight took place on April 11, 2011 at the Pefferlaw Lions 

Community Centre.  The Meet and Greet was held to introduce the potentially interested 

stakeholders to the project.  It was attended by fourteen individuals and one comment form was 

received indicating support for the project.  Attendees of the Meet and Greet were provided with 

contact information related to the project.  Further details for the project were provided at PM#1 in 

January 2012. 

5.3 Notification 

Ontario Regulation 359/09 requires the publication and distribution of public notices to inform the 

public of proposed renewable energy projects and meetings. Notices, prepared and distributed in 

accordance with Ontario Regulation 359/09, were published in the Georgina Advocate, a newspaper with 

general circulation in the Town of Georgina. The Notice of a Proposal was combined with the Notice of 

Public Meeting for the First Public Meeting, and the Notice of Draft REA Documents Release was 

combined with the Notice of Second Public Meeting (as allowed by Subsection 15(4)).  A list of notices 

and their publication dates is provided in Table 1. Copies of all notices were posted on the website 
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shortly after publication in the newspaper.  Notification of the Introductory Meetings held on 

August 31, 2011 and October 12, 2011 was also published as indicated in Table 2.  The Meet and 

Greet, Introductory Meetings (August 31 and October 12, 2011), and First Public Meeting for 

GoldLight were advertised and held jointly with EarthLight and BeamLight, which are also located 

in the Town of Georgina.   

All notices were distributed to the landowner list via registered mail or courier. 

A mailing list for the general public, based on interest at the public meetings and other 

correspondence, was maintained and updated throughout the project.  Copies of notices were 

emailed to those who requested that their name be added to the list and who provided addresses for 

communication.  Copies of the final mailing lists and notices are available in Appendix A.   

5.4 Document Releases 

Prior to the First Public Meeting on January 16, 2012, a draft Project Description Report was prepared 

and provided for public review, in accordance with subsection 15(2) of Ontario Regulation 359/09, at 

the Town of Georgina Municipal Office at 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario, and 

on the project website. The availability of the PDR was provided in the Notice of Proposal and First 

Public Meeting (see details in Table 1). 

Prior to the second Public Meeting on September 17, 2012, all draft REA documents were provided 

for public review, in accordance with subsection 16(5), at the following locations: 

 Town of Georgina, Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario; 

 Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 38 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario; and, 

 Project website. 

The availability of these documents was provided in the combined Notice of Draft REA Release and 

Notice of Second Public Meeting. With the exception of this Consultation Report, all documents and 

supporting materials to be submitted in the final application to the MOE were provided to the 

public in the draft release.   

5.5 Public Meetings 

An Introductory Meeting was held on August 31, 2011 and repeated October 12, 2011 at the request 

of residents that were unable to attend the August meeting.  Thirteen people registered their names 

on the sign-in sheet at the August meeting and ten people registered at the October meeting.  The 
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Introductory Meetings were initially intended as the first public meeting as required under Ontario 

Regulation 359/09.  However, due to regulatory requirements, they had to be repeated.  The January 

16, 2012 meeting became the first official public meeting (PM #1) and was held on from 6pm to 

8pm at the Egypt Community Hall, located at 6756 Smith Boulevard in Egypt, approximately 3.8 km 

from the proposed project location in the Town of Georgina.  The public was notified of the 

meeting as described in Section 5.3.  

PM #1 provided a forum for members of the public to learn about the project, information to date, 

and to discuss their questions and concerns related to the potential impacts of the project.  Display 

panels outlined the project location, potential environmental concerns, the REA process, and 

general information about the project and proponent.  Ten people registered their names on the 

attendance sheet.  Representatives of SkyPower, GoldLight LP and Dillon attended to answer 

questions.  Copies of the draft PDR were made available along with handouts comprised of a 

project summary, FAQ and a list of key project personnel and their contact information. Comment 

sheets were also made available to attendees. 

One comment sheet was filled out by members of the public at the August 31, 2011 meeting, three 

comment sheets were filled out the October 12, 2011 meeting, and three comment sheets were filled 

out at PM#1 held on January 16, 2012.  Comments provided at the meetings generally expressed 

support for and concerns with the project, varying opinions regarding the public meeting, and 

requests to be kept informed.  At these meetings, attendees raised questions during one-on-one 

conversations with GoldLight LP’s staff regarding the following: 

 REA process, including current status;  

 Proximity of the proposed facility to residential properties; 

 Potential impacts to property values; 

 Visual impacts; 

 What soil classifications are permitted for the construction of renewable energy facilities; 

 Potential impacts to the price of electricity; 

 The location of the project connection to the power grid; 

 Potential for reflection; 

 Municipal involvement in the REA process;  

 Physical attributes of the panels; 
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 Project size and operation; 

 Potential for stormwater runoff to impact neighbours; and, 

 Project schedule. 

Specific responses to these concerns are documented in the Comment Response Table in Appendix 

A. 

One adjacent landowner submitted a letter of concern regarding three solar project proposals in the 

area after the October meeting (See Appendix B).  The following concerns were highlighted in this 

letter: 

 The use of prime agricultural land to development solar farms; 

 The development of the project in an area where residences exist; 

 The potential to use Crown land for solar projects; 

 Continued research and evolution of green technologies; 

 Lake effect impacts on the amount of sunlight available for electricity production; and, 

 Natural heritage features and wildlife observations at the project location. 

Specific responses to these concerns are documented in the Comment Response Table in Appendix 

A. 

The second public meeting (PM #2) was held on September 17, 2012 from 6pm to 8pm, at the 

Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre, located at 38 Pete’s Lane in Pefferlaw.  This meeting was 

originally scheduled to be held at the Egypt Community Hall, located at 6756 Smith Blvd in 

Pefferlaw.  However, due to a fire that occurred at Egypt Community Hall on July 26, 2012, the 

venue was changed. A notice was placed in The Georgina Advocate on August 9, 2012 to inform the 

public of the change in venue, and members of the public also received a change of venue notice in 

the mail.  Further, on the day of the PIC, a sign will be placed at the old venue site re-directing 

residents to the new venue.  The Second Notice of Second Public Meeting was revised to reflect this 

change and was published in the Georgina Advocate on August 30, 2012.  The public was notified of 

the meeting as described in Section 5.3.  The public was also contacted by phone approximately one 

week prior to the meeting to remind them of the meeting. 

PM #2 provided a forum for members of the public to review the draft REA reports as well as to 

discuss their questions and concerns related to the potential impacts of the project.  Display panels 

summarized the details of the REA core reports (the Construction Plan Report, Design and Operations 
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Report, and Decommissioning Plan Report), with an emphasis on potential negative environmental effects 

during the different phases of the project, and proposed mitigation and monitoring measures.  Six 

people registered their names on the attendance sheet.  Representatives of Canadian Solar, 

GoldLight LP and Dillon attended to answer questions.  Copies of the PDR and comment sheets 

were made available to attendees.  

No comment sheets were filled out by members of the public at this meeting.  At the second public 

meeting, local residents raised questions during one-on-one conversations with GoldLight LP and 

Dillon Consulting staff regarding the following: 

 Meaning of the 120 m and 300 m buffer illustrated on Figures/panels; 

 Concern over materials to be left on-site after decommissioning; 

 REA approval timing; and, 

 Details of archaeological features discovered. 

No individuals submitted letters of concern after the meeting. Materials provided at the public 

meetings are available in Appendix C. 

5.6 Notice of Transition 

On June 21, 2012, SkyPower Limited entered into a purchase agreement with Canadian Solar 

Solutions Inc. As part of the purchase agreement, Canadian Solar acquired a majority interest in the 

GoldLight project, with SkyPower retaining a minority interest in the GoldLight project. A letter 

outlining the notice of transition was mailed to landowners on June 27, 2012. At the time of 

submission of this report, no correspondence had been received from landowners regarding the 

transition.  

5.7 Summary of Communication 

In total, seven comment sheets were received from members of the public between from the start of 

the project to the date of submission of this report to the MOE in October 2012.  Concerns were 

raised via comment forms during the public consultation process and during the Introductory 

Meeting and PM#1, as outlined in Section 5.5.    

Responses to all comments received have been summarized in the Comment/Response Table in 

Appendix A. Copies of all written correspondence are provided in Appendix B. 
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5.8 Alterations to the Project Proposal or Draft Documents 

Minor changes to the proposal to engage in the project or the project design were made as a result 

of PM#2.  Relevant sections of the Decommissioning Plan Report and Project Description Report were 

updated to reflect Canadian Solar’s commitment to removing all steel piles and/or buried electrical 

cable from the site at the time of decommissioning. Other questions and concerns raised throughout 

the process have been adequately addressed in the core REA reports.   
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6. ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION 

Consultation with Aboriginal communities is an essential component of GoldLight LP’s 

consultation program. All Aboriginal consultation activities met the requirements of Ontario 

Regulation 359/09 Section 17 and were guided by the MOE’s Draft Aboriginal Consultation Guide for 

Preparing a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) Application (2011).  Accordingly, local Aboriginal 

communities were consulted throughout the progression of the project.  

The following describes the consultation activities undertaken by the proponent to inform members 

of Aboriginal communities about the details of the proposed project and to solicit their feedback 

and input; especially, as it relates to potentially affected Aboriginal or treaty rights. Correspondence 

received from Aboriginal communities during the consultation process for GoldLight is 

documented in Section 6.6 below.  All correspondence sent by GoldLight LP to Aboriginal 

communities is provided in Appendix D, with the exception of MOE correspondence relating to 

Aboriginal consultation, which is provided in Appendix F, but discussed below. 

6.1 MOE Director’s Aboriginal Contact List 

On July 18, 2011, an email was sent to the Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 

(EAAB) of the MOE requesting information on Aboriginal communities that may have an interest 

in the proposed project.  This letter included the draft PDR and a request form for a REA 

Aboriginal Consultation List. 

On September 1, 2011, the MOE responded with a mandatory consultation list of First Nations.  

The First Nations indicated in the list are as follows: 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island;  

 Chippewas of Mnjikaning (Rama); 

 Beausoleil;  

 Georgian Bay Métis Council; 

 Kawartha Nishnawbe; and, 

 Métis Nation of Ontario. 

Correspondence with these groups has been included in Appendix D. 
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6.2 Notification 

As per sections 15 and 17 of Ontario Regulation 359/09, copies of notices listed in Table 1 were 

provided to Aboriginal communities. They were combined with letters of introduction and 

information, requests for information and document releases. Evidence of the distribution of the 

notification letters has been included in Appendix D. 

Throughout the consultation process for Aboriginal communities, Canadian Solar had difficulty 

sending registered and couriered mail to the Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation. After repeated 

attempts to deliver the Notice of Proposal and the Draft REA Documents Release, Chief Kris Nahrgang of 

the Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation indicated that mail should be sent unregistered and that the 

group would become involved in the project at such a time when native archaeological finds or 

cultural heritage features were identified within the project location. Records of this and other 

correspondence are presented in Appendix D.  

6.3 Document Release 

On July 12, 2012, a package was sent to Aboriginal communities on the Director’s Aboriginal 

Contact List containing the combined Notice of REA Documents Release and Notice of Second Public 

Meeting.   As required by subsections 15(5) and 17(1), paper copies of all draft REA documents were 

provided and were accompanied by an executive summary of each draft REA document.  Please see 

the Summary of Draft REA Reports submitted under separate cover as part of the complete REA 

Application Package.  A copy of the summary is also provided in Appendix D. 

6.4 Public Meetings 

PM #1 and PM #2 were not attended by anyone who identified themselves as an Aboriginal 

community member on the sign-in sheet.  No formal comment sheets were filled out anyone who 

identified themselves as members of Aboriginal communities at the public meetings.  For details on 

the public meetings, see Section 5.5 above. 

6.5 Notice of Transition 

On June 21, 2012, SkyPower Limited entered into a purchase agreement with Canadian Solar 

Solutions Inc. As part of the purchase agreement, Canadian Solar acquired a majority interest in the 

GoldLight project, with SkyPower retaining a minority interest in the GoldLight project. A letter 
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outlining the notice of transition was mailed to Aboriginal communities on June 27, 2012. At the 

time of submission of this report, no correspondence had been received from these groups 

regarding the transition.  

6.6 Summary of Communications Received 

Correspondence was received from Aboriginal communities between March 2011 and September 

2012, the date at which this report is being submitted.  Issues and concerns raised during the 

Aboriginal consultation process are summarized below.   

A letter was received from Curve Lake First Nation on July 6, 2011, acknowledging receipt of the 

letter of Commencement of Archaeological Assessments for 9 Solar Farms and suggesting that the 

Williams Treaty First Nation Claims Coordinator be circulated the letter as well.  The letter from 

Curve lake First Nation also indicated that they are not currently aware of any issues that would 

cause concern with respect to Traditional, Aboriginal and Treaty rights.  It was requested that the 

Curve Lake First Nation be contacted immediately should any archaeological resources be 

discovered.  This did not occur because First Nation artifacts were not discovered.  However, the 

Curve Lake First Nation was provided with the Notice of Draft REA Documents Release, which included 

a summary of the draft REA documents, as prescribed by section 15(5) and 17(1) of Ontario 

Regulation 359/09. 

Chief Roland Monague of Beausoleil First Nation contacted Canadian Solar on January 13, 2012 to 

confirm that letters about projects and notifications for public meetings were received.  This 

correspondence was forwarded to the Beausoleil lawyer; however, it was noted that no issues are 

anticipated.  No further correspondence has been received from the Beausoleil First Nation to date.   

A meeting was held between SkyPower and the Curve Lake First Nation on February 22, 2012.  

Curve Lake First Nation indicated they have no land claims in the vicinity of the GoldLight project, 

nor any concerns regarding the proposed facility.   

6.7 Alterations to the Project Proposal or Draft Documents 

No changes to the proposal to engage in the project or the project design were made as a result of 

the consultation with Aboriginal communities given that comments were addressed through the 

core reports.  As required under subsection 16 (5) of Ontario Regulation 359/09, copies of all draft 

documents were made available to Aboriginal communities.  No comments were received, and as a 
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result, no revisions were made to the documents after the final public meeting (PM#2). Copies of 

relevant correspondence with Aboriginal communities are provided in Appendix D.  
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7. MUNICIPAL CONSULTATION 

Local municipalities have a unique understanding of project feasibility issues related to infrastructure 

and servicing. This section details consultation activities undertaken by the proponent with local 

municipalities.  All municipal correspondence can be found in Appendix E. 

7.1 Notification 

As per subsection 15(5) of Ontario Regulation 359/09, copies of notices listed in Table 1 were 

provided to the municipalities.  They were combined with the mailings for document releases and 

the Municipal Consultation Form (outlined below, in Section 7.3).   

7.2 Document Release 

On November 29, 2011 a draft PDR, accompanied by an introductory letter with the combined 

Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting, was provided to the Town of Georgina and the 

Region of York in accordance with subsections 18(1) and 18(2) of Ontario Regulation 359/09.  

In accordance with subsection 18(3) the Draft REA documents (with the exception of the 

Consultation Report) were provided to the Town of Georgina and the Region of York on June 1, 2012, 

along with the combined Notice of Draft REA Release.  The Notice of Second Public Meeting was provided 

to the Town of Georgina and the Region of York on July 16, 2012.   

7.3 Municipal Consultation Form 

As per the requirements of Section 18 of Ontario Regulation 359/09, copies of the Municipal 

Consultation Form were initially provided to the Town of Georgina and the Region of York in the 

November 2011 package.  Canadian Solar sent follow-up correspondence to the Town of Georgina 

on August 13, 2012; however, comments from the Town of Georgina on the Municipal 

Consultation Form have not been received to date.  Region of York staff has indicated that they will 

rely on the Town of Georgina to provide comments on the Municipal Consultation Form.   

Copies of the draft REA reports (dated June 1, 2012) were sent to the Town of Georgina and 

Region of York, along with another copy of the Municipal Consultation Form.  The draft reports 

and Municipal Consultation Form were provided in accordance with subsections 18(3)(b) of Ontario 

Regulation 359/09.  
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Evidence of the distribution of the Municipal Consultation Form and other correspondence has 

been included in Appendix E. 

7.4 Municipal Correspondence and Meetings 

Members of the project team have met with and corresponded with representatives of the Town of 

Georgina and Region of York numerous times throughout the municipal consultation process.  

These instances are summarized below and described in Appendix A.   

An email was received on August 4, 2011 from staff at the Town of Georgina seeking confirmation 

of the municipal and public consultation processes associated with solar projects in Georgina.  The 

Town also requested to be provided with a copy of all comments received from the public so that 

issues are understood by the municipality.  A follow-up email was received from Town of Georgina 

staff on August 5, 2011 inquiring about soil tests.   

Members of the project team met with representatives of the Town of Georgina on August 11, 2011 

to provide an information update prior to the August 31, 2011 Introductory Meeting.  Comments 

received from the municipality were as follows: 

 Concern about the use of Canada Land Inventory (CLI) 1-2 lands for non-agricultural uses.  

Although the property is zoned rural, it was not intended to be used for non-agricultural 

purposes; 

 Staff contacted the Renewable Energy Facilitation Office and confirmed that the project falls 

within the guideline (it was noted that they would also be contacting the Ontario Power 

Authority); and,  

 Requested details regarding the area of land within the project area that is actively being 

farmed. 

It was determined at this meeting that the group should meet again after the Introductory Meeting in 

August to discuss feedback.   

On August 24, 2011, following the first Council meeting that addressed the proposed project, staff 

contacted SkyPower to identify two main concerns discussed at the meeting.  These concerns were: 

 Agricultural land being taken out of production (62 acres of soy and 8 acres of hay for 

GoldLight specifically); and, 

 Any potential impact to trees/habitats.   
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At the Council meeting, Council requested that Town staff attend the public meeting (August 31, 

2011) and report back on issues discussed and comments received.  It was noted that Council would 

provide comment prior to the Municipal Consultation Form being received.  Council also requested 

clarification with respect to standard fencing references and suggested that an evening session would 

be beneficial for the community to attend.   

On September 16, 2011, a letter was received from York Region providing the following comments 

on the proposed solar facility: 

 There is currently a regional road project in the vicinity of the proposed facilities.  Contact 

information was provided; 

 Old Homestead Road is a regional road and driveway access must be discussed with 

Transportation staff.  Contact information was provided; and  

 The project is subject to the Region’s Forest Conservation By-law.  Contact information was 

provided. 

At the September 19, 2011 Town of Georgina Committee of the Whole meeting, the proposed 

SkyPower projects in the Town of Georgina were discussed.  Based on items discussed at this 

meeting and addressed in Report No. 2011-0082, SkyPower prepared a response to various 

questions associated with the projects on September 27, 2011.   

A meeting was held with York Region Transportation staff on September 28, 2011.  It was 

confirmed that because Old Homestead Road is a regional road, it is therefore subject to load 

restrictions (i.e., ½ load season).  If existing entrances are modified, entrance permits would be 

required and an inspector would attend the site to evaluate the modifications.   

During a telephone conversation on September 28, 2011, SkyPower notified the Town that 

responses had been prepared to questions asked by Council.  These responses were provided via 

email on the same day.  In response, the Town sought confirmation that the following additional 

comments would be addressed: 

 In addition to the Feedback form, the municipality requested that SkyPower provide an 

opportunity for the public to write out their concerns at the October 12, 2011 meeting; 

 SkyPower was asked to include the Greenbelt Natural Heritage System on the Project 

Location mapping and address these area in the environmental reports; and,  

 SkyPower address the aquifer and recharge areas identified in Section 3.2.5 of Council 

report PB-2011-0082.   
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SkyPower was copied on a letter from the Town of Georgina to the Ministry of Energy and the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on November 8, 2011 regarding Feed-in-Tariff 

contracts on lands located within CLI Class 1 and 2 soils and Specialty Crop Areas in the Town of 

Georgina.   

On December 1, 2011, an email was received from Town staff acknowledging receipt of the Notice of 

Proposal, Notice of Public Meeting and Draft Project Description Report for GoldLight.  This email also 

requested clarification regarding the repetition of meetings and notified SkyPower of staffing 

changes at the Town of Georgina.   

A meeting was held with Town staff on July 11, 2012.  Topics discussed included: 

 Council presentation August 20, 2012 to provide staff’s review of technical documents 

(Canadian Solar was requested to provide an overview of the transition from SkyPower to 

Canadian Solar); 

 Suggestion of Canadian Solar sponsoring a farmers market and/or a mentorship program to 

promote farming; 

 Height of panels; 

 Length of lease with the landowner; 

 Decommissioning: The Town requested a commitment be made to study the land after 

decommissioning.  This is a requirement of the Renewable Energy Act.   

 Soil studies were requested; 

 Recycling of panels; 

 Truck traffic during construction; and, 

 Off-site access improvement (line built by HONI and funded by Canadian Solar). 

Following this meeting, an email was received from the Town on July 20, 2012 highlighting a few 

items that Canadian Solar committed to providing at the meeting.  These include: 

 An example decommissioning agreement that is required as part of the REA; 

 Soil test for GoldLight; 

 Details and locations of any solar projects in Georgina that are upcoming; 
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 Transmission line plans from the proposed project location to the distribution station; and,  

 Overview of the construction process. 

This email also provided a summary of the amount of agricultural land in Georgina prepared by the 

Town’s Tax Division.   

A meeting was held with York Region staff on August 27, 2012.  Canadian Solar provided an 

overview of projects within the Region, including anticipated next steps and construction schedule.  

Specific responses to the various questions and concerns discussed at this meeting are documented 

in the Comment Response Table in Appendix A.  Minutes of the meeting can be found in 

Appendix E.   

Canadian Solar attended the August 20, 2012 Town of Georgina Council meeting to present an 

update on the project and discuss the transition of SkyPower to Canadian Solar, however, the Town 

decided not to have Canadian Solar present.  It was requested that Canadian Solar attend the 

September 10, 2012 Council meeting as well.  On September 25, 2012, Canadian Solar sent a letter 

to the Town of Georgina responding to various questions and concerns raised through a Council 

report related to the project.  All comments and responses can be found in Appendix A.  All 

correspondence with municipalities and an explanation of how comments were addressed is 

provided in Appendix E.   

7.5 Notice of Transition 

On June 21, 2012, SkyPower Limited entered into a purchase agreement with Canadian Solar 

Solutions Inc. As part of the purchase agreement, Canadian Solar acquired a majority interest in the 

GoldLight project, with SkyPower retaining a minority interest in the GoldLight project. A letter 

outlining the notice of transition was mailed to the Town of Georgina and the Region of York on 

June 27, 2012.  At the time of submission of this report, no correspondence had been received from 

the municipalities regarding the transition.  

7.6 Summary of Communication 

In total, five emails were received from representatives of the Town of Georgina.  One telephone 

conversation and two meetings were also held with the Town.  The Region submitted one letter and 

one meeting was held with SkyPower and Regional staff.  One letter from the Town of Georgina to 

the Ministry of Energy and the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs also forms part of 
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the municipal consultation record between March 2011 and September 2012, the date at which this 

report is being submitted.   

The following key issues and concerns were raised during the municipal consultation process:  

 Soil testing; 

 Use of agricultural land; 

 Intention of applicable zoning; 

 Decommission agreement;  

 Transmission line plans; 

 Height of panels; 

 Length of lease; 

 Recycling of panels; 

 Truck traffic during construction; 

 Potential impacts to trees and habitats; 

 Opportunities for Canadian Solar to get involved in the community (i.e. sponsorship of 

farmers market); and, 

 Further solar development in the Town.   

Responses to all comments received have been summarized in the Comment/Response Table in 

Appendix A.  As mentioned previously in Section 7.3, copies of completed Municipal Consultation 

Forms have been provided in Appendix E.  

7.7 Alterations to the Project Proposal or Draft Documents 

Minor revisions to the proposal to engage in the project were made in response to comments 

received during the municipal meetings.  Requested Greenbelt Natural Heritage System information 

was addressed in the Natural Heritage Assessment Records Review and illustrated on Figure 3 of that 

report.  The documents made available under subsection 16(5) were amended after the final public 

meeting (PM#2) was held to address concerns from the municipality regarding partial-load 

requirements on municipal roads during the construction phase. 
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8. AGENCY CONSULTATION 

As part of the consultation process, proponents of renewable energy projects are required to consult 

with government and other agencies (e.g., MOE; conservation authorities). This section details the 

consultation activities undertaken with these groups.  All correspondence with agencies is provided 

in Appendix F. 

8.1 Notification 

As per subsection 15(5) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 copies of the required notices listed in Table 1 

were provided to the MOE District Manager and MOE Director on the dates listed.  As shown in 

Table 2, additional notices related to the Introductory Meeting were also distributed to the MOE 

Director. 

8.2 Consultation with the Ministry of the Environment 

On July 18, 2011, an email with the Notice of a Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice 

of First Public Meeting and draft PDR was sent to the following MOE personnel: 

 Director, Environmental Approvals Branch; 

 Senior Program Support Coordinator EAAB; 

 Manager, Renewable Energy Approvals; and, 

 York-Durham District Manager. 

On July 16, 2012, the Notice of Draft REA Documents Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting were 

sent to the MOE Director of Environmental Approvals Branch and the District Manager.   

As noted in Section 6.1, an email was sent to the Director of the Environmental Assessment and 

Approvals Branch (EAAB) of the MOE on July 18, 2011, requesting information on Aboriginal 

communities that may have an interest in the proposed project area.  On September 1, 2011, MOE 

responded with a mandatory consultation list of Aboriginal communities.   
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8.3 Consultation with the Ministry of Natural Resources 

As outlined in Section 28(1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09, proponents are required to consult with 

the MNR in order to receive confirmation on each of the reports that are required to be submitted 

(i.e., those comprising the Natural Heritage Assessment).  

On February 2, 2012, SkyPower and Dillon met with the MNR to discuss the Natural Heritage 

Assessment and review Species at Risk documentation for GoldLight.  SkyPower provided an 

overview of the GoldLight project, findings of the records review and site investigation, and 

discussed the evaluation of significance and Environmental Impact Study (EIS).  Permitting and 

approvals for Species at Risk was also discussed at this meeting.  The Natural Heritage Assessment was 

provided to the MNR on June 28, 2012 and MNR signoff was received July 4, 2012.  As a result of 

consultation with the MNR, several changes were made to the Natural Heritage Assessment and 

associated reports, as necessary.  For example, after collaboration with the MNR, the delineation of 

a wetland was extended and the project location revised to avoid this feature. 

8.4 Consultation with the Ministry of Tourism and Culture 

As per the requirements of Sections 19-23 of Ontario Regulation 359/09, proponents of renewable 

energy approvals must consider protected properties, and archaeological and heritage resources. 

Consultation with the MTC is undertaken for Archaeological Assessments and full Cultural Heritage 

Assessments, as required. 

A Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment was completed in April 2012 and was sent to the MTC for 

written comments in April 27, 2012.  These assessments identified two archaeological sites of value 

or interest on the property, one within the project location and the other within 120 metres of the 

project location.   Both are subject to Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment prior to any development 

on the property.  MTC provided a letter of acceptance of the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments 

on June 19, 2012.   A Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment is currently being conducted.   

A Cultural Heritage Screening was completed for GoldLight in April 2012.  The screening concluded 

there were no areas of identified cultural heritage concern within the project location and no 

negative impacts anticipated.  However, because the self-assessment identified potential built 

heritage features abutting the project location, a full Cultural Heritage Assessment was conducted along 

with a Visual Assessment.  These assessments determined that there will be no direct impacts to the 

cultural heritage features and minimum indirect impact.  The Cultural Heritage Assessment was 

submitted to MTC on April 24, 2012 and clearance was provided on May 4, 2012. 
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8.5 Consultation with Conservation Authorities 

As outlined in Section 5.1, Chapter 1 of the Ministry of Environment’s Technical Guide to Renewable 

Energy Approvals, proponents are encouraged to consult with local conservation authorities to 

determine if there are natural hazard lands in the vicinity of the project location, and to determine if 

any changes to the project may be required. Details of consultation with the conservation authorities 

having jurisdiction over the GoldLight project location are discussed below. 

On May 15, 2012 the LSRCA was notified via email that the Natural Heritage Assessment and Water 

Assessment were ready to be reviewed and link to download these documents were provided.  

Correspondence was received from the LSRCA on June 5, 2012 acknowledging receipt of the 

reports and noting that staff have not observed any deficiencies at that point in the review.  This 

email also identified the need for formal permit applications to be submitted to the Conservation 

Authority.  At the time of submission of this report, no further response had been received. 

8.6 Consultation with Other Agencies 

In an email sent November 23, 2011, Dillon sought input from the Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe 

regarding bird count information.  In a response dated November 29, 2011, the Zephyr Society of 

Lake Simcoe responded providing bird count information and indicating concerns about these sites 

in rural habitat areas.  Of particular concern was the Frog Street east location with regard to 

grassland prairie breeding birds, especially species in decline and at risk.  The Natural Heritage 

Assessment was updated to reflect information provided, where relevant.  Information related to 

Species at Risk was included in the Approvals and Permitting Requirements Document (APRD) submitted 

for review to the MNR.  The APRD is not part of this REA submission. 

8.7 Notice of Transition 

On June 21, 2012, SkyPower Limited entered into a purchase agreement with Canadian Solar 

Solutions Inc. As part of the purchase agreement, Canadian Solar acquired a majority interest in the 

GoldLight project, with SkyPower retaining a minority interest in the GoldLight project. A letter 

outlining the notice of transition was mailed to the MOE, MNR, MTC and LSRCA on June 27, 

2012.  At the time of submission of this report, no correspondence had been received from these 

agencies regarding the transition.  
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8.8 Summary of Communication 

In total, four letters were received from and one meeting was held with government and other 

agencies between March 2011 and September 2012, the date at which this report is being submitted. 

The following key issues and concerns were raised during the agency consultation process:  

 Permitting requirements for development within LSRCA regulated area; 

 Permitting requirements for Species At Risk; and, 

 Mitigation measures recommended for threatened and endangered species. 

8.9 Alterations to the Project Proposal or Draft Documents 

As a result of consultation with agencies, alterations were made to the Natural Heritage Assessment as 

described in Section 8.3 and 8.6.  As required under subsection 16 (5) of Ontario Regulation 359/09, 

copies of all draft documents were made available to government agencies (MNR).  No comments 

were received, and as a result, no revisions were made to the documents after the final public 

meeting (PM#2) in response to agency consultation.  Correspondence related to the above issues is 

provided in Appendix F and summarized in the Comment/Response Table in Appendix A. 
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9. ONGOING CONSULTATION AND COMMUNICATION 

While the majority of stakeholder consultation was undertaken during the project design phase, 

Canadian Solar is committed to maintaining communication with interested stakeholders over the 

project’s lifecycle. This section describes ongoing consultation and communication efforts.  

9.1 Emergency Response Plan 

The Region of York has established an Emergency Response Plan (the Region of York Emergency Plan 

and Annexes, 2009). The Town of Georgina has also established such a plan (The Corporation of the 

Town of Georgina Emergency Plan, 2007) based on hazard identification and risk assessment. The latter 

outlines the procedures for the declaration of an emergency, identifies first responders and an 

emergency control group, responsibilities, emergency information dissemination and is reviewed on 

an annual basis by the Town.  

Prior to construction, GoldLight LP will establish an Emergency Response Plan (ERP) for 

GoldLight. In preparing this Plan, GoldLight LP will invite Fire Chief Bill O’Neil of the Town of 

Georgina Fire Department to the project location to review potential emergency scenarios that 

could arise during construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the project. The 

ERP will then be submitted for review and comment to the Town of Georgina and Region of York. 

Based on their feedback, a final version of the plan will be prepared.  At the time of construction, 

this plan will be reviewed with the chosen contractor and may be further updated.  Copies of the 

plan will be kept on-site and in relevant offices.  

9.2 Emergency Communications Plan 

An Emergency Communications Plan will be included in the ERP and will provide key contact 

information for relevant responders, regulators, landowners and other stakeholders. It will contain a 

description of the chain of communications between GoldLight LP and relevant responders under 

emergency scenarios applicable to the project. Emergency issues could potentially occur including 

fire, personal injury and spill incidents. A log book including key contacts and their information 

(names, emergency phone numbers) will be posted in the construction trailers as well as at the 

municipal clerk’s office and GoldLight LP offices for easy access during an emergency.  

In the event of an emergency, relevant responders will be immediately contacted by phone based on 

the outlined chain of communication. If required during a major emergency, GoldLight LP will 
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provide information releases to the community by way of radio announcements. Technical staff will 

recommend actions plans and assist with responses to the public, stakeholders, and first responders 

such as the local fire department and police services. The Emergency Communications Plan will be 

developed in coordination with the Fire Department, County and Township and will be made 

available on the project website and provided to the MNR and MOE.  

9.3 Non-Emergency Communications Plan 

This section provides information on the methods of communication and information 

dissemination in non-emergency situations.  

9.3.1 On-Going Stakeholder Engagement 

Public consultation and stakeholder engagement activities are welcome and will continue throughout 

the life of the project.  Information will be mailed to stakeholders as necessary. During construction 

and operations phases of the project, a sign will be erected at the gate of the facility, which will 

include the appropriate contact information, including telephone number, email and mailing address 

should the public have any questions, concerns or complaints.  

The following consultation activities are up-coming: 

 Notice announcing application to MOE and posting on EBR; 

 Responses to communications received from the public throughout MOE technical review; 

 Announcement on project website when MOE review is complete and Notice to Proceed 

has been issued; 

 Notices announcing construction dates and any traffic disruptions; and, 

 On-going liaison with public, as necessary. 

Members of the public can contact GoldLight LP at any time with questions or comments about 

this project via phone or email. Contact information is provided in Section 2.0 of this and other 

REA technical reports and is available on the website and in newspaper notices. 

9.3.2 Communications Methods, Records and Complaints Resolution Process 

Correspondence received by GoldLight LP will be recorded in an electronic file and/or log book. If 

received during the REA process, this correspondence will be included in the Consultation Report. If 
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received after the final REA submission to the MOE, and during the six month review period, it will 

be recorded, filed, and provided to the MOE as an addendum to the Consultation Report. In both 

cases, if the correspondence requires a response this will be provided in a timely fashion and the 

response will be recorded. 

Complaints and other communications received during the construction, operations, maintenance 

and decommissioning phases will be recorded in an electronic file and/or log book and will include 

the following: 

 time and date of communication; 

 type of inquiry/comment/complaint; 

 name and contact information of the person(s); 

 response and date of response; and, 

 any follow-up issues. 

A record will be kept for all complaints, including: the history of the complaint resolution process 

that was followed and all actions taken to remediate the cause of the complaint. Where appropriate, 

steps will be taken to prevent reoccurrence of similar complaints in the future and this information 

will also be recorded. Where relevant, the Ministry’s Spills Action Centre will be notified of the 

complaint at 1-800-268-6060.  
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10. OUTSTANDING CONCERNS 

Based on the consultation activities described in this report, GoldLight LP has not identified any 

outstanding concerns related to the project. 
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11. CONCLUSIONS 

GoldLight LP’s consultation program has been characterized by open communication with the 

general public, landowners, Aboriginal communities, municipalities, government, and other agencies. 

Through notices, mailings, a project website, public meetings and other consultation activities, 

GoldLight LP has listened and responded to stakeholder concerns.  As a result of consultation 

activities, several changes have been made to the proposal of the project and associated documents 

(see Section 4.4).  GoldLight LP remains committed to ongoing communication with interested 

stakeholders.   
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MNR District:

Conservation Authority:

First Name Last Name Title Agency Street Address City, ON Postal Code Phone # Fax # email address

Agatha Garcia-Wright Director, Approvals Program MOE - Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch2 St. Clair Ave. W., 12th Floor Toronto, ON M4V 1L5 (416) 314-8001 (416) 314-8452

Narren Santos (is a 'cc) Senior Program Support CoordinatorMOE 2 St. Clair Ave. W., 12th Floor Toronto, ON M4V 1L5

Vic Schroter (is a 'cc) Manager, Renewable Energy ApprovalsMOE 2 St. Clair Ave. W., 12th Floor Toronto, ON M4V 1L5

Dave Fumerton York-Durham District Manager MOE York-Durham District Office 230 Westney Road South, 5th Floor Ajax, ON L1S 7J5

Brian Burr Environmental Enforcement Officer Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 120 Bayview Parkway, Box 282 Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X1 905-895-1281 ext 228 905-853-5881 

Collen Newton Administrative Assistant Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 120 Bayview Parkway, Box 282 Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X1 905-895-1281 ext 314

Aurora

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority

Township: Georgina

Upper Tier Municipality: York

Lower Tier Municipality: Town of Georgina

Municipal Ward: Ward 4

Riding: York North

First Name Last Name Title Municipality Street Address City, ON Postal Code Phone # Fax # email address

Denis Kelly Regional Clerk Region of York 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 905-895-1231 ext.1320 905-895-3031 regionalclerk@york.ca

Bill Fisch Regional Chairman and CEO Region of York 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 905-895-1231 905-895-3031 regional.chair@york.ca

Bruce Macgregor Regional CAO Region of York 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 905-895-1231 905-895-3031 bruce.macgregor@york.ca

Erin Mahoney Commissioner of Environmental Services Region of York 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 905-895-1231 905-895-3031 erin.mahoney@york.ca

Kathleen Llewllyn-Thomas Commissioner of Planning & Development Services Region of York 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 905‐830‐4444 905-895-3031 kathleen.llewellyn‐thomas@york.ca

Adelina Urbanski Commissioner of Community & Health Services Region of York 17250 Yonge Street Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 905-830-4444 905-895-3031 adelina.urbanski@york.ca

Ronald Chénier Town Clerk Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-1475 rchenier@georgina.ca

Lisa Lyons Deputy Clerk Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-1475 llyons@georgina.ca

Robert Grossi Mayor Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-1475 rgrossi@georgina.ca

Brad Smockum Ward 5 Councillor Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-1475 bsmockum@georgina.ca

Winanne Grant CAO Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-1475 splamondon@georgina.ca

Robert Magloughlen Director of Engineering & Public Works Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-6902 rmagloughlen@georgina.ca

Harold Lenters Director of Planning & Building Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-4394 hlenters@georgina.ca

Bill O'Neill Director of Emergency Services/Fire Chief Town of Georgina 165 The Queensway South Keswick, ON L4P 3S9 905-476-5167 905-476-7740 boneill@georgina.ca

Faye Richardson Director of Recreation, Parks & Culture Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301 905-476-4394 frichardson@georgina.ca

Laura Diotte Senoir Planner - Policy Town of Georgina 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 905-476-4301, ext. 253 905-476-4394 lbdiotte@georgina.ca

First Name Last Name Title Council/Organization Street Address City, ON Postal Code Phone # Fax # email address

Roland Monague Chief Beausoleil First Nation 11 Ogemaa Miikaan Christian Island, ON L9M 0A9 (705) 247-2051 (705) 247-2239

council@chimnissi

ng.ca

Sharon Stinson Henry Chief Chippewas of Rama First Nation 5884 Rama Road, Suite 200 Rama, ON L3V 6H6 (705) 325-3611 (705) 325-0879

chief@ramafirstnati

on.ca

Donna Big Canoe Chief

Chippewas of Georgina Island First 

Nation R.R.#2 PO Box N-13 Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0 705-437-1337 705-437-4597

Michael Duquette President Georgian Bay Métis Council 355 Cranston Crescent, P.O. Box 4 Midland, ON L4R 4K6 705-526-6335 705-526-7537

Melanie** Paradis (is a 'cc) Director, Lands, Resources and ConsultationMetis Nation of Ontario 75 Sherbourne St., Suite 222 Toronto, ON M5A 2P9 416-977-9881 ext 114

melaniep@metisna

tion.org

Gary Lipinksi President Métis Nation of Ontario 500 Old Street. Patrick Street, Unit D Ottawa, ON K1N 9G4

R. Kris Nahrgang* Chief Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation P.O. Box 1432 Lakefield, ON K0L 2H0 705-654-4661







 

 



 

 











 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 





 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



GoldLight 
Comment Response Table 
 

Date and Method Category of Comment 
or Concern 

Concern or Comment Response Amendments to Project 
or Project Response 

Public 

Comment form received 
during Introductory Meeting 
on August 31, 2011 

Request to be kept 
informed 

The landowner was dissatisfied with information provided 
and requested to be kept informed of the project.   

The landowner provided their contact information on the sign in sheet and 
was copied on all subsequent project correspondence. 

None required. 

Comment form received 
during Introductory Meeting 
on October 12, 2011 

Concern related to 
renewable energy 
projects 

The landowner was dissatisfied with information provided, 
indicated that they felt that the project is a done deal and 
requested to be kept informed of the project.   

The project will require a Renewable Energy Approval as per Ontario 
Regulation 359/09 under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act. 

None required. 

Comments received during 
Introductory Meeting on 
October 12, 2011 

Various questions and 
concerns 

How can you build a solar park around a residential area? 
 
 

The Feed in Tariff (FIT) rules, under which the contracts for these projects 
were issued, allowed the development of solar projects on Class 3 (with a 
maximum cap of 500 MW), Class 4 to 7 soils and those zoned “Rural.”  

None required.   

Why do we have to look at a solar park from my property?  
 

Canadian Solar is committed to working with adjacent landowners to 
reduce any visual impacts with berms and hedges. We would like to 
schedule a meeting with you, at your convenience, to discuss this further 
and reach a mutually acceptable solution. 

None required. 

You should pay me to have to devalue my property.  
 

We are not aware of any studies showing a decrease in property values for 

properties adjacent to solar projects, nor is there any guidance from MPAC.  

However, to help better address your concern, we have reviewed several 

research reports on the impact of wind power projects on adjacent property 

values.  These reports generally conclude that wind power projects due not 

have a long-term impact on adjacent property values. Excerpts from these 

reports are included below. 

 

To date, MPAC’s analysis of sales has not indicated that the presence of wind turbines 

that are either abutting or in proximity to a property has either a positive or negative 

impact on its value. 

[Page 1; network - Newsletter for MPAC’s Government & Business 

Stakeholders; Summer 2012] 

 

No statistical inference to demonstrate that wind farms negatively affect rural residential 

market values in Chatham-Kent was apparent in the analysis. Furthermore, this study 

did not find any consistent evidence for the analyzed data that such a negative correlation 

exists in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent. During the course of gathering data, there 

were no unusual quantities of rural residential properties listed for sale in the area. Four 

unrelated data processes were used in studying the property sales information in Chatham-

Kent. The only consistency was that each evaluation methodology found that it was highly 

unlikely that any type of causal relationship exists between wind farms and the market 

values of rural residential real estate. 

None required. 





Date and Method Category of Comment 
or Concern 

Concern or Comment Response Amendments to Project 
or Project Response 

[Page 9; Wind Energy Study – Effect on Real Estate Values in the 

Municipality of Chatham-Kent, Ontario; Canning Consultants Inc. & John 

Simmons Realty Services Ltd.; February 2010] 

 

Therefore, based on the data sample and analysis presented here, no evidence is found that 

home prices surrounding wind facilities are consistently, measurably, and significantly 

affected by either the view of wind facilities or the distance of the home to those facilities. 

Although the analysis cannot dismiss the possibility that individual homes or small 

numbers of homes have been or could be negatively impacted, it finds that if these impacts 

do exist, they are either too small and/or too infrequent to result in any widespread, 

statistically observable impact. Moreover, to the degree that homes and wind facilities in 

this sample are similar to homes and facilities in other areas of the United States, the 

results presented here are expected to be transferable to other areas. 

[Page xvii; The Impact of Wind Power Projects on Residential Property 
Values in the United States: A Multi-Site Hedonic Analysis; ERNEST 
ORLANDO LAWRENCE BERKELEY NATIONAL LABORATORY; 
December 2009] 

How come the municipal government has no say in the 
project being built?  

The Municipality is consulted throughout the REA process and also 
completes a Municipal Consultation Form (MCF) that includes their 
comments and concerns about the project. 

None required. 

What is the benefit of the local area of the project? Clean energy and local jobs during construction of the project. None required. 

Is Canadian Solar an American or Canadian company? Canadian Solar is a Canadian company based out of Guelph, Ontario.  None required. 

What goes around the park after construction? The chain-link fencing with barbed wire is required by the Electrical Safety 
Authority and must be installed. 

None required. 

What is the process for the park to be approved? The Renewable Energy Approval Process begins with a proponent’s project 
concept and a project description report. A wide variety of studies (REA 
reports) are conducted and consultation occurs with municipalities, 
agencies, the public and Aboriginal Communities. Approval must be 
received from various Ministries on specific reports (e.g. A Natural Heritage 
Assessment must be approved by the Ministry of Natural Resources) and 
public meetings must be held. After the second public meeting comments 
will be considered and, if necessary, the REA reports will be updated to 
reflect those comments.  The updated REA technical reports will be 
submitted to the MOE who will then assess the submission for 
completeness within 5 weeks. After it is deemed complete, the MOE will 
post the submission package on the Environmental Registry and publish a 
notice within 10 days of the posting. Upon posting to the Environmental 
Registry, comments, questions or concerns about the project from the 
public can be submitted to the MOE who will decide if the project should 
be approved within six months of posting.  The MOE’s decision may be 
appealed with 15 days.  If there are no appeals, a Notice to Proceed will be 
issued by the Ontario Power Authority, building permits will be obtained 

None required. 





Date and Method Category of Comment 
or Concern 

Concern or Comment Response Amendments to Project 
or Project Response 

and construction will begin.  If an appeal is submitted and upheld, it will go 
to the Environmental Review Tribunal which will make a decision within 
six months. 

What kind of soils can you build on? The FIT rules, under which the contracts for these projects were issued, 
allowed the development of solar projects on Class 3 (with a maximum cap 
of 500 MW), Class 4 to 7 soils and those zoned “Rural.” 

None required. 

What happens if the park becomes obsolete? 
 

We will be satisfied if the panels produce electricity as indicated by the 
manufacturer, which are guaranteed to produce at 80% of their capacity in 
20 years.  If a technology become so advanced that it makes a retrofit 
feasible, the Ministry of the Environment will have to agree and put a 
process in place to accommodate these retrofits. 

None required. 

Price of the electricity for the solar park? Canadian Solar will receive 44 cents per kilowatt hour as per the FIT 
program. 

None required. 

Does this increase the price of our electricity bill? Electricity rates may increase in the future but it is not solely because of the 
cost of renewable energy.  Traditionally in Ontario, the government only 
made consumers pay for the capital cost of the project.  Now that 
infrastructure is in need of replacement, the costs are being passed on to the 
consumer and rates will increase to cover these costs as well. 

None required. 

At what point can I have the municipal government 
interject? 

The Municipality is consulted throughout the REA process and also 
completes a MCF that includes their comments and concerns about the 
project. 

None required. 

What kind of land can you build on? Agricultural?  The FIT rules, under which the contracts for these projects were issued, 
allowed the development of solar projects on Class 3 (with a maximum cap 
of 500 MW), Class 4 to 7 soils and those zoned “Rural”.  

None required. 

How does the solar farm affect the flooding of neighbours? As part of our contractor’s detailed design, we are required to ensure that 
post-development stormwater flows (both via surface conveyance and tile 
drains) mimic pre-existing stormwater flows.  By capping the existing tile 
drains, we may not be able to mimic pre-existing stormwater flows, which 
could potentially lead to flooding within the project location and outside of 
the project location.  As such, we cannot commit to capping the existing tile 
drains at this time. 

None required. 

How reflectant are the panels?  The panels use an absorptive technology and do not have a mirrored 
surface.  

None required.  

How far along in the process for approvals is the project? Now that the second Public Meeting is complete, the project is being 
prepared for submission to the MOE for review and completeness.  

None required. 

If I can see the project from my property, how can you take 
away from the visual impact? 

We will meet with adjacent landowners to discuss potential hedgerows or 
berms to mitigate visual effects.  

None required. 

How will this affect property values? We are not aware of any studies showing a decrease in property values for 
properties adjacent to solar projects, nor is there any guidance from MPAC.  
However, to help better address your concern, we have reviewed several 
research reports on the impact of wind power projects on adjacent property 

None required. 





Date and Method Category of Comment 
or Concern 

Concern or Comment Response Amendments to Project 
or Project Response 

values.  These reports generally conclude that wind power projects do not 
have long term impact on adjacent property values.   

Letter received from 
landowner November 8, 
2011 
 
 

Use of Prime 
Agricultural Land for 
Solar Projects   

We noted the Energy and Infrastructure Minister’s office 
stated at the time the Ontario Green Energy Act was 
implemented that “building on prime farmland is not 
something that necessarily needs to be in the legislation, it 
can be addressed later on through a regulation.” Was this 
done? And if so, why is this project continuing? 

The FIT rules, under which the contracts for these projects were issued, 
allowed the development of solar projects on Class 3 (with a maximum cap 
of 500 MW), Class 4 to 7 soils and those zoned “Rural”. All of the 
properties proposed to be used for these projects are zoned rural. 
Additionally, detailed soils studies were conducted to establish the actual 
soil classification of the proposed properties and all three projects contain 
only Class 3 to 5 soils. The projects will be constructed in a manner that will 
protect the agricultural capacity so that after decommissioning the 
agricultural capacity of the project will be equal to or better than the pre-
construction soils. 

None required. 

Solar Projects in 
Populated Areas 

Not only will it be a commercial enterprise developed in a 
rural setting, it will certainly devalue our property and be an 
eyesore to our view from the friend of our house…to allow 
such a change in the zoned-rural/agricultural area with no 
consultation with neighbours is contrary to any established 
building requirements.  

The development of a solar project on lands zoned “Rural” in the Town of 
Georgina is consistent with other uses permitted by the Town of rural lands 
such as: livestock operations, manufacturing and industrial warehouse.  The 
solar panels and racking system will be relatively low profile, compared to 
many dual axis tracking systems currently found in rural Ontario, with the 
top edge of the racking system being typically up to 12’ above grade. 
Canadian Solar is committed to working with adjacent landowners to help 
mitigate any visual impacts. 

None required. 

Use of Crown Land for 
Solar Projects 

There is plenty of crown land in our area which could have 
been used for such projects. In particular, directly behind 
the GoldLight project there is a huge area of crown land 
which could have been used for all three projects. When we 
questioned SkyPower about this, they said they didn’t have 
enough time as their project was date restricted! If the 
Government is really serious about “Green Energy” and 
“Global Warming” what has time got to do with it? Is it not 
all about money and big business?  

Based on our review of the MNR’s Crown Land Use Policy Atlas, there is 
no Crown land adjacent to any of the referenced projects.  Your suggestion 
to use the “huge area of crown land” to the north of GoldLight is not an 
option for any of the three projects referenced.  This area contains the 
Vachell Wetland Complex, a provincially significant wetland complex.  The 
MNR has provided information that states this area is significant as it 
provides confirmed habitat for significant species and communities, such as 
conservation priority bird species, rare or uncommon species, provides 
amphibian breeding habitat and are sources for headwater.  Further, the 
area to the east of EarthLight, and to the south and east of BeamLight 
includes the Zephyr-Egypt provincially significant wetland and life science 
area of natural and scientific interest.  Development in these areas would 
not be permitted under Ontario Regulation 359/09 (REA) and/or the 
Provincial Planning Act.  As part of the Renewable Energy Approvals 
process, we have considered these areas in our Natural Heritage Assessment 
(NHA) and worked extensively with the MNR to provide mitigation and 
compensation measures in an effort to maintain and protect these 
significant natural features.  Further, your suggestion to develop within 
these sensitive natural features is in direct contradiction with comments 
related to Natural Heritage. 

None required. 
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Continuing Solar Panel 
Research 

Research in Energy Production is developing so quickly that 
shortly the solar panels will be “outdated”.  

Research into solar technologies is constantly evolving; however waiting for 
the “perfect” technology has numerous drawbacks. 

 The current panels are effective and reliable. The silicon based panels 
proposed for this project have a lifespan of >30 years and can reliably 
provide power throughout this time period;  

 Sales of panels provide funding for research and drives innovation. If 
the current technology was not used, there would be no incentive or 
funds to develop new technologies; and 

 Jurisdictions (such as Ontario) which adopt technologies early can gain 
a “First Mover” advantage, which may include the development of a 
skilled workforce, strong domestic industry and technological base. 
These competitive advantages which can then be used not only within 
Ontario but can be exported for the advantage of all Ontarians. 

None required. 

Lake Effect and Power 
Production 

Have any tests been done to register the number of days 
with sunlight in this area? 

 

Based on the evidence gathered by Canadian Solar, we believe there is 
sufficient sun at the proposed sites. As the owner of the project is only paid 
for the electricity actually generated, this is a business risk for the owner of 
the project. 

None required. 

Natural Heritage 
Features 

The solar panels would play havoc with nature. NHAs have been completed for all of the projects. The results of these 
extensive studies have shown that the projects, once the proposed 
mitigation measures are implemented, can be developed without significant 
impacts to natural features, wildlife or wildlife habitat. These studies have 
been reviewed by the Ministry of Natural Resources who have determined 
that the NHAs were conducted in accordance with evaluation criteria 
and/or procedures established by the MNR. These studies and other draft 
reports can be found at the project websites. Please note that you list of 
species observed was forwarded to the biologist conducting the NHA prior 
to the completion of the studies and was taken into consideration when 
drafting the reports.  References to Species at Risk protected under the 
Endangered Species Act, 2007 made in your letter will be addressed 
through a separate approvals process that is occurring in parallel with the 
Renewable Energy Approval process for each project.  Comments 
regarding headwaters and fish spawning are not elements required to be 
addressed in either the NHA or the Water reports under Ontario Regulation 
359/09.  These elements will be addressed in consultation with the 
appropriate agency, if required. 

None required. 

Telephone conversation 
with landowner in 
December 2011 

Various concerns Concerns identified include: 

 Proximity of the project to private residential 
property; and 

 Visual impacts. 

 
SkyPower staff indicated that details of the project location are being 
studied and that more information would be available at subsequent public 
meetings.  

 
None required.   

Comment forms received 
during PM#1 on January 16, 
2012 

PIC feedback Landowners provided feedback including: 

 Satisfied with the information provided; 

 Requests to be kept informed; and 

 The project was initiated before any objections 

 
As part of the REA process, consultation is initiated once the project is 
awarded a FIT contract. Once the FIT contract was awarded, SkyPower has 
had several introductory meetings and public meetings to document the 

 
None required. 
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listened to. public’s comments and concerns. 

Meeting with landowners 
February 3, 2012 

Various concerns Topics discussed include: 

 Amount of sunlight throughout the year and 
impacts on profits; 
 
 
 

 Project location impacts views from surrounding 
private properties and impact on property value; 
 
 
 

 Potential for chemicals to be used during 
maintenance activities; 
 

 Opportunity to plant vegetative buffer to minimize 
visual impacts; and 
 

 Potential noise impacts. 
 
 

 

 

 Based on the evidence gathered by Canadian Solar, we believe there 
is sufficient sun at the proposed sites. As the owner of the project is 
only paid for the electricity actually generated, this is a business risk 
for the owner of the project. 
 

 Canadian Solar is not aware of any studies showing a decrease in 
property values for properties adjacent to solar farms, nor is there 
any guidance from MPAC.  Should we became aware of any such 
studies, these will be forwarded to interested parties. 
 

 Herbicides will not be used during the construction or operations of 
the facility. 
 

 Canadian Solar will meet with adjacent landowners to discuss 
potential mitigation measures to minimize visual impacts. 
 

 A Noise Study Report was prepared for the project. The assessment 
conforms to the guidelines for an Acoustic Assessment Report as 
defined by the Ministry of the Environment publication NPC-233 
Information to be Submitted for the Approval of Stationary Sources of Sound.  

 
None required. 

Concerns raised during 
PM#2 on September 17, 
2012 

PIC feedback  Meaning of the 120 m and 300 m buffer illustrated 
on Figures/panels; 

 
 
 
 

 REA approval timing; and 
 

 
 
 

 Details of archaeological features discovered. 
 

 

 Concern regarding the potential for waste materials 
(piles/electrical cable) to be left on-site during 
decommissioning. 

 

 Lands within 300 m are assessed for potential construction impacts.  
Lands within 120 m are assessed to inform applicable natural 
environment studies (including features and water bodies).  
Assessed landowners within 120 m receive direct notification of the 
project and associated consultation activities.   
 

 Once the final reports are submitted to MOE, there is a 6 to 9 
month review process.  Permits may be required outside of the 
MOE process (e.g. site entry, building permits for inverter and 
substations, communication towers, etc.). 
 

 Detailed locations of archaeological features discovered at the 
Project location are kept confidential due to their sensitive nature. 
 

 Canadian Solar will remove any broken steel piles and/or buried 
electrical cable at the time of decommissioning.  
 

None required. 
 
 
 
 
 
None required. 
 
 
 
 
None required. 
 
 
Relevant sections of the 
Decommissioning Plan Report 
and Project Description Report 
have been updated to reflect 
Canadian Solar’s 
commitment to removing all 
broken steel piles and/or 
buried electrical cable at the 
time of decommissioning.  
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Municipalities 

Email from the Town of 
Georgina on August 5, 2011 

Soil testing The soil test for the project location was requested. Canadian Solar forwarded a copy of the Soil Study to the Town August 8, 
2012.   

None required. 

Meeting with Town of 
Georgina August 11, 2011 

Project Introduction Members of the project team met with representatives of 
the Town of Georgina to provide an information update 
prior to the August 31, 2011 Introductory Meeting.  
Comments received from the municipality were: 

 Concern about the use of Canada Land Inventory 
(CLI) 1-2 lands for non-agricultural uses.  Although 
the property is zoned rural, it was not intended to be 
used for non-agricultural purposes; 
 
 

 
 

 Staff contacted the Renewable Energy Facilitation 
Office and confirmed that the project falls within 
the guideline (it was noted that they would also be 
contacting the Ontario Power Authority); and 
 

 Requested details regarding the area of land within 
the project area that is actively being farmed. 

 
It was determined at this meeting that the group should 
meet again after the Introductory Meeting in August to 
discuss feedback.   

 
 
 
 

 SkyPower has followed the guidelines of FIT program to ensure 
that the proposed project meet the established criteria.  The project 
is located within the Rural zone of the Town of Georgina Zoning 
By-law, which meets the criteria for proposed project lands to be 
used for renewable energy development within the FIT guidelines 
(section 2.1(a)(iv) and 3.1(g)).  Further, the Rural zone permits both 
agricultural and non-agricultural uses.   
 

 N/A 
 

 
 
 

 It was determined that 39.4 hectares of the project location are 
being farmed.   

 
A subsequent meeting was held with Town staff on July 11, 2012. 

 
 
 
 
None required. 

Telephone conversation 
with Town of Georgina staff 
on August 24, 2011 

Agricultural land and 
impacts to trees 

Staff provided a summary of comments from Council on 
the Draft Project Description Report for the project.  These 
were: 

 Agricultural lands are being taken out of production; 
and  

 Any impact to trees/habitats. 
 
 

It was noted that Council would provide comment prior to 
the MCF being received.  Council also requested 
clarification with respect to standard fencing references and 
suggested that an evening session would be beneficial for 
the community to attend. 

 
 
 

 GoldLight has undertaken a NHA Records Review, Site Investigation, 
Evaluation of Significance and Environmental Impact Study to identify 
natural features within the project location and lands within 120 
metres.   
 

 The fencing is required by the Electrical Safety Act and must be 
installed. 

 

 The October 12, 2011 meeting was held from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
None required.   

Letter from the Region of 
York on September 16, 2011 

Various concerns On September 16, 2011, a letter was received from York 
Region providing the following comments on the proposed 
solar facility: 

 We note that there is currently a Regional road 
project in the vicinity of the proposed facilities and 
we recommend that you contact Joseph Petrungaro 

 
 
 

 We anticipate that construction of the GoldLight project will begin 
in the spring or summer of 2013.  Prior to construction beginning, 
Canadian Solar will hold a construction kick-off meeting with York 

None required. 
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of the Transportation Services Department to 
discuss infrastructure coordination matters. 
 

 

 It is also noted that the Region requires a 15 metre x 
15 metre sightline to be protected at the southeast 
corner of Frog Street and Park Road.  In addition, 
Old Homestead Road and Park Road are Regional 
roads and therefore, driveway access must be 
discussed with the Transportation Services 
Department.  Please contact Anwer Mumtaz to 
discuss these matters. 
 

 Accordingly, your projects are not exempt from 
York Region’s Forest Conservation By-law.  Please 
contact Pam Jackson, Area Forester, to discuss this 
matter.   

Region to introduce our engineering, procurement and construction 
(EPA) contractor, discuss any applicable municipal by-laws and 
determine the appropriate transportation routing for the project, 
especially if municipal road construction is expected in the area.   

 

 Canadian Solar will protect a 15 metre by 15 metre sightline at the 
southeast corner of Frog Street and Park Road.  This change will be 
reflected in our detailed design.  Detailed design takes place after the 
Renewable Energy Approval application is submitted.  Over the 
next few months, Canadian Solar will contract Anwer Mumtaz to 
discuss driveway access location to the project.  Once the EPC 
contractor has completed the final design of the project, they will 
apply for site entrance permits with York Region, as required.   

 

 Over the next few months, Canadian Solar will contact Pam Jackson 
to discuss the Forest Conservation By-law and obtain tree cutting 
permits from York Region, as required.   

 

Minutes of September 19, 
2011 Town of Georgina 
Committee of the Whole 
meeting and Report No.  
2011-0082.  A response 
letter was sent to the Town 
by SkyPower on September 
27, 2011. 

Lighting What type of lighting will be located on the project sites, 
how bright will they be and what times will they be on? 

Minimal motion-sensored lighting is proposed and only on key equipment 
in case access is needed during an emergency. 

None required. 

Noise  What noise levels are generally emitted from transformers, 
etc. that are involved in normal power generation on the site 
and what would the noise levels be at receptor locations? 
Also, the noise levels expected during construction? 

 

As part of the Renewable Energy Approval process, one of the studies that 
will be conducted is a Noise Study.  Transformers and inverters emit low 
levels of noise when in operation. This study is to evaluate the predicted 
levels of noise emitted from these components. 

Applicants  for  Class  3  solar  facilities  must  submit  a  noise  study  as  
part  of  their  application  for    Renewable Energy Approval. This noise 
study assesses the potential impacts at nearby noise receptors (e.g. 
residence) due to sound emitted by the solar facility’s electrical equipment 
(e.g. inverters, transformers). The application and noise study submitted is 
required to demonstrate that the facility, as designed, does not exceed a 40 
decibel noise level (approximately the noise level experienced in a quiet 
office or library). The review engineer will assess the information  submitted  
by  the  applicant  to  determine  acceptable  distance  from  the  solar  
facility  to  the  nearest residence or other receptor.   

During construction, noise will occur but will be maintained during the 
required hours stated by the municipal by-law. During operations, 
transformers and inverters will emit noise; however, the noise will not 
exceed the MOE requirements and is required to comply at all times with 
the MOE noise standards. 

None required. 
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Setbacks What are the standard setbacks from property lines? 

 

There are no prescribed setbacks under the Renewable Energy Approval 
(REA) process. Typically, we have used common setbacks for rural lots at 
minimum 20 m front and 10 m side for any racking or structures. We will 
reach out to the municipality again once all the studies and documents are 
ready to be circulated under the REA process 90 days before the second 
Public information Session. 

None required. 

Maintenance Exactly how will the vegetation growth under the panels be 
maintained? How often will maintenance take place? 

 

Weeds  will  be  controlled  on  the  property  through  scheduled  
maintenance, usually  2-4  times  per  year  and  as needed, if vegetation is 
growing faster than anticipated.  Regular maintenance schedule will be 
evaluated every year.  

None required. 

Fencing Will wildlife be able to pass through the fencing and what 
happens if wildlife are trapped inside the fencing? 

 

The chain link fence is required by the Electrical Safety Authority.   

 

None required. 

Potential tree removal What fence rows are proposed for removal, and is it 
permitted by the Province? 

Any tree removal at this time, prior to construction stage, is at the 
discretion of the landowner and must abide by all applicable regulations.  
Any  tree  removal  for  the  purposes  of  construction  will  be  reviewed  
with  the appropriate authorities to permit removal, if required.   

Additionally, a copy of the document entitled “Renewable Energy 
Development: A Guide for Municipalities” from the Renewable     Energy 
Facilitation Office of the Ministry of the Environment was provided for the 
municipality’s reference. 
(http://www.mei.gov.on.ca/en/pdf/ON9126_MEI_Guidance_Brochure9.
pdf)  

None required. 

Meeting with Region of 
York staff on September 28, 
2011 

Various concerns As a follow-up to the September 16, 2011 letter, a meeting 

was held with York Region Transportation staff.  It was 

confirmed that because Old Homestead Road is a regional 

road, it is therefore subject to load restrictions (i.e. ½ load 

season).  If existing entrances are modified, entrance permits 

would be required and an inspector would attend the site to 

evaluate the modifications.   

Canadian Solar has agreed to abide by the ½ load restrictions. Relevant sections of the 
Construction Plan Report, 
Design and Operations Report 
and Project Description Report 
have been updated to reflect 
Canadian Solar’s 
commitment to respecting 
half-load requirements on 
municipal roads during the 
construction phase.  

Email from the Town of 
Georgina on September 28, 
2011 

Various comments The Town requested that SkyPower verify that the 
additional comments outlined in staff report PB-2011-0082 
will be addressed.  These comments are as follows: 
 

 In addition to the feedback form, SkyPower provide 
an opportunity for the public to write out concerns 
at the October 12, 2011 meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 

 An additional opportunity for the public to write down comments 
was provided at the October 12, 2011 meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
None required. 

http://www.mei.gov.on.ca/en/pdf/ON9126_MEI_Guidance_Brochure9.pdf
http://www.mei.gov.on.ca/en/pdf/ON9126_MEI_Guidance_Brochure9.pdf
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 SkyPower include the Greenbelt Natural Heritage 
System in the project location mapping and address 
same through environmental reports. 

 

 SkyPower address the Aquifer and Recharge Areas 
identified in Section 3.2.5 of the report referenced 
above. 

 Greenbelt Natural Heritage System information is addressed in the 
Natural Heritage Assessment Report Records Review and illustrated on 
Figure 3 of that report.   
 

 The potential impact of the project on water bodies and seepage 
areas has been considered and addressed in the Water Assessment 
and Water Body Reports.  The Aquifer and Recharge Areas will be 
addressed through the permitting process in consultation with 
LSRCA.   

Letter sent by the Town of 
Georgina to the Ministry of 
Energy and Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs dated November 8, 
2011.  A response letter was 
sent to both Ministries by 
SkyPower on November 17, 
2011. 

Canadian Land 
Inventory Class 1 and 2 
Soils 

Town staff raised concern that a significant portion of the 
EarthLight and GoldLight projects are proposed on lands 
containing Canadian Land Inventory (CLI) Class 1 and 2 
soils and Specialty Crop Areas, based on CLI mapping. In 
this regard, we could not understand how and why these 
FIT contracts were granted in view of the fact that when the 
FIT program was announced on September 24, 2009, the 
Minister of Energy and Infrastructure issues a Directive to 
the OPA to not enter into contracts for ground-mounted 
solar PV projects greater than 100 kilowatts on lands with 
CLI Class 1 and 2 soils or Specialty Crop Areas. 

The Town has raised an issue that the proposed projects are on land 
containing the Canada Land Inventory Class 1 and 2 soils. As is 
appropriate, the Town contacted the Renewable Energy Facilitation Office 
regarding this issue. Having not been satisfied by the response from the 
Facilitation Office, the Town of Georgina is now seeking to engage two 
ministers of the Provincial Crown. The Province, having established the 
Renewable Energy initiative, determined that a single approvals process 
should be put into place. The Green Energy Act established the “Renewable 
Energy Approval” and set out the role that municipalities, amongst others 
would play in that process. The letter from the Town of Georgina, which is 
addressed to you both, circumvents this approach. 

None required. 

Zoning By-Laws GoldLight Solar is proposed within the Rural (RU) Zone of 
the Town of Georgina Zoning By-law.  The (RU) Zone 
permits a full range of agricultural uses and limited 
rural/agricultural supportive uses, and is the only zone in 
Georgia that permits agricultural uses.  The OPA’s exclusion 
of these lands from protection based simply on the fact that 
some secondary non-agricultural uses are permitted does 
not make good planning sense.  It is typical that 
municipalities include agricultural supportive uses in the list 
of permitted uses in zones used to protect agricultural lands, 
and doing this is entirely consistent with the Greenbelt Plan. 
The OPA’s overly broad exemption severely weakens and 
undermines the Minister’s commitment to protect prime 
agricultural lands. 

The Town has framed its letter to you as a concern regarding whether the 
Ontario Power Authority has properly interpreted the Minister’s Direction. 
The Town also acknowledged in its letter that is has not been provided with 
soil studies regarding the classification of soil on the project lands. 
SkyPower has followed the guidelines from the Feed in Tariff (FIT) 
program to ensure that the proposed projects in question, GoldLight and 
EarthLight, meet the established guidelines and criteria. Both projects 
within the Town of Georgina are located on lands that are within Rural 
(RU) Zone per section 28 of the Town of Georgina zoning By-law. This 
zoning meets the criteria for proposed project lands to be used for 
renewable energy development within the FIT guidelines (section 2.1(a) 
(IV), 3.1(g)). Based on these criteria the soil studies are not required. Please 
see attached FIT guidelines taken from the FIT RULES, Version 1.3.1, July 
15, 2011, as well as the confirmation of zoning of the GoldLight and 
EarthLight properties that was issued by the Town of Georgina.  
 
Furthermore, Rural (RU) Zone per section 28 of the Town of Georgina 
zoning By-law does permit both agricultural and non-agricultural uses; it is 
not exclusive for agricultural use. This includes single-family dwellings and 
some manufacturing and industrial operations. Please see attached excerpts 
from the Town of Georgina zoning By-law, these are not inclusive of all 
exceptions but indicate that non-agricultural uses have been permitted in 
RU zoned lands. 

None required. 

Soil Studies Town Staff have been advised by the Renewable Energy 
Facilitation Office that the OPA reviews soil information 

The Town also acknowledged in its letter that is has not been provided with 
soil studies regarding the classification of soil on the project lands. 

None required. 
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prior to granting FIT contracts and that soil information will 
not be reviewed any further through the REA process. At 
this point the Town has not been provided with additional 
soil studies from the proponent or the OPA that indicates 
the soils are not Class 1 and 2 and Specialty Crop Area. In 
our view, the SkyPower FIT contracts are not consistent 
with the Minister’s Directive. 

SkyPower has followed the guidelines from the FIT program to ensure that 
the proposed projects in question, GoldLight and EarthLight, meet the 
established guidelines and criteria. Both projects within the Town of 
Georgina are located on lands that are within Rural (RU) Zone per section 
28 of the Town of Georgina zoning By-law. This zoning meets the criteria 
for proposed project lands to be used for renewable energy development 
within the FIT guidelines (section 2.1(a) (IV), 3.1(g)). Based on these criteria 
the soil studies are not required. Please see attached FIT guidelines taken 
from the FIT RULES, Version 1.3.1, July 15, 2011, as well as the 
confirmation of zoning of the GoldLight and EarthLight properties that 
was issued by the Town of Georgina. 

Email from the Town of 
Georgina on December 1, 
2011 

Contact information  The representative from the Town provided appropriate 
contact information for Town staff and requested 
clarification regarding the repetition of meetings.   

Due to regulatory requirements, the First Public Meeting had to be 
repeated. 
 

None required. 

Meetings with Town of 
Georgina staff July 11, 2012 

Various concerns Staff representative will present findings of technical review 
of documents at September 10, 2012 Council meeting.  
Canadian Solar was requested to provide an overview of the 
transition and any relevant project updates; 

Canadian Solar staff were present at the Town of Georgina Council meeting 
to present an update on the project, discuss the transition of SkyPower to 
Canadian Solar and respond to any questions raised.   

None required. 

Project located on prime agricultural land; The Feed in Tariff (FIT) rules, under which the contracts for these projects 
were issued, allowed the development of solar projects on Class 3 (with a 
maximum cap of 500 MW), Class 4 to 7 soils and those zoned “Rural”. All 
of the properties proposed to be used for these projects are zoned rural. 
Additionally, detailed soils studies were conducted to establish the actual 
soil classification of the proposed properties and all three projects contain 
only Class 3 to 5 soils.  The projects will be constructed in a manner that 
will protect the agricultural capacity so that after decommissioning the 
agricultural capacity of the project will be equal to or better than the pre-
construction soils. 

None required. 

It was suggested that Canadian Solar could sponsor a 
farmers market or mentorship/training opportunity to teach 
youth about farming;  

The Town will be sending a list of possible sponsorship opportunities. None required. 

Height of panels and length of lease; At their highest point, panels are approximately 10 – 12 feet above grade. 
Canadian Solar has a 20 year lease for the project location.   

None required. 

Decommissioning: the Town recommended that a 
commitment be made to study the land after 
decommissioning; 

Studying the land after decommissioning is a legal requirement of the REA 
approval.  
 

None required. 

Soil studies were requested; 

 

The Soil Study was provided to the Town on August 8, 2012. 
 

None required. 

Recycling of panels; 

 

All construction-related waste and excess materials brought to the site will 
be removed and reused, recycled, or disposed of as applicable by a licensed 
contractor in accordance with provincial guidelines.  During the 
Decommissioning phase, panels are dismantled and removed by truck to a 

None required. 
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recycling facility. 

Details of farmland in production; As mentioned above, it was determined that 39.4 hectares of the project 
location are being farmed.   

None required. 

Truck traffic during construction; and 

 

In the Construction Plan Report, Table 2 outlines the construction activity 
schedule and Table 3 lists the number of truck loads and types of trucks 
needed.  Periodic traffic disruption on Old Homestead Road will likely be 
low to moderate. 

None required. 

Off-site access improvement.   The line will be built by Hydro One and funded by Canadian Solar. None required. 

Email from the Town of 
Georgina on July 20, 2012 

Various comments The following items were identified for follow up after the 
July 11, 2012 meeting: 

 An example of a decommissioning agreement that is 
required under a REA; 
 

 Soil test to determine agricultural suitability; 
 
 

 Details and locations of any future solar projects in 
Georgina that are in queue for FIT contracts; 
 

 Transmission line plans from the proposed project;  
 
 

 An overview of the construction process. 
 
The Town also provided information about the amount of 
agricultural land in Georgina. 

 
 

 An example decommissioning agreement, the soil test and 
construction information were provided to the Town.   
 

 Canadian Solar forwarded a copy of the Soil Study to the Town 
August 8, 2012.   
 

 Canadian Solar does not currently have any future solar projects in 
Georgina. 
 

 Mapping of the proposed transmission line plans was shared at this 
meeting. 
 

 An overview of the construction process, including approximately 
how long each stage will take, was provided on August 8, 2012.   

 
 

None required. 

Email from the Town of 
Georgina on August 13, 
2012 

Municipal Consultation 
Form 

An email was received in response to an inquiry from 
Canadian Solar regarding the status of the Town’s review of 
the MCF.  This email indicated that the MCF this project 
will be presented to Council on September 10, 2012 and 
comments will be forwarded following that meeting.  The 
Town requested that Canadian Solar attend the August 20, 
2012 meeting to provide an update on projects within the 
Town and respond to any questions. 

Canadian Solar was present at the August 20, 2012 meeting to present, but 
Council decided that a presentation was not necessary from Canadian Solar.   

None required. 

Meeting with York Region 
on August 27, 2012 

Various questions and 
concerns 

It was suggested that Canadian Solar contact the Region’s 
Area Forester 

Over the next few months, Canadian Solar will contact Pam Jackson to 

discuss the Forest Conservation By-law and obtain tree cutting permits 

from York Region, as required.   

None required. 

Concerns from the public (i.e. impacts to property value, 

visual impacts, and noise) 

See response above regarding property values (Comments received during 

Introductory Meeting on October 12, 2011). 

None required. 
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Decommissioning  Details of the Decommissioning phase were discussed, including 

components to be removed.  The Decommissioning Plan Report provides an 

overview of all activities that will occur during the decommissioning phase 

of GoldLight, as well as all activities related to the restoration of land and 

water, and the management of excess materials and waste.  

None required. 

Connection to the grid Canadian Solar staff explained that they would be selling back to the grid.  

Some projects are required to build lines in order to connect to the existing 

lines.  Hydro One manages the design and building of the connections. 

None required. 

How this project is integrated with the Green Energy Act? Solar projects are part of the REA process.  Once the final reports are 

submitted to MOE, there is a 6 to 9 month review process.  Permits may be 

required outside of the MOE process (e.g. site entry, building permits for 

inverter and substations, communication towers, etc.). 

None required. 

Taxes Taxes for the project location would change to industrial. None required. 

Construction equipment About 600 to 1,000 trucks are anticipated to be accessing the site during 

construction.  The communication tower is a free wave tower for 

communication with Hydro One and will be approximately 60 to 100 feet 

high. 

None required. 

The Region inquired about the operations of the facility. The facility should produce 17,000 megawatt hours per year.  In terms of 

the operation, anything within the fence line will be operated, owned and 

maintained by Canadian Solar.  Anything beyond the fence line is the 

responsibility of Hydro One.  Maintenance is expected to be minimal.  

Wishing will be conducted with a water truck (no chemicals, herbicides or 

pesticides).  The panels are guaranteed to produce 80% capacity in 20 years.  

The rack and structure will have a longer life span. 

None required. 

York Region has authority over regional roads only (no 

other components of process) 

N/A None required. 

York Region will work with Canadian Solar on road and 

landscaping issues, however, will not be forwarding a report 

to Council 

N/A None required. 

Presentation at Town of 
Georgina Council meeting 
September 10, 2012.  
Canadian Solar sent a letter 
to the Town of Georgina on 

Various questions and 
concerns (raised at the 
meeting) 

Canadian Solar staff were present at the Town of Georgina 
Council meeting to present an update on the project, discuss 
the transition of SkyPower to Canadian Solar and respond 
to any questions raised.  Discussion included the following: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

None required. 





Date and Method Category of Comment 
or Concern 

Concern or Comment Response Amendments to Project 
or Project Response 

September 25, 2012 
responding to various 
questions and concerns 
raised through the Council 
report related to the project. 

The Mayor and Council wanted to ensure that the MCF 
they completed would have responses from Canadian Solar. 
 
The Fire Chief was looking for fire training and help with 
understanding the project as well as Emergency Response 
Plans.  
 
Concerns over the potential for lightning strikes on the 
project and how Canadian Solar would deal with this in the 
event of a strike. 
 
How many acres does a project of this size typically need? 
 
Do the panels give off any glare and if so, how much? 
 
 
What were the soil classification results?  
 
How can you build on agricultural land?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How much fencing is required on the project site?  What 
will the fencing look like? 
 
How does public consultation get reported?  
 
Is the consultation process late now in the game?  
 
 
The Town has more construction concerns that will require 
further discussion. 
 

Canadian Solar agreed to provide letter responses to each MCF received.   
 
 
Canadian Solar offered a tour of the facility prior to operations and training 
as required.  
 
 
The facilities that have been built to date have lightning protection.  
 
 
 
85 to 90 acres for a 10 MW AC project.  
 
There is no glare expected (examples were given from the Thunder Bay 
Airport project).  
 
The soil classification results were shared on the presentation.  
 
Canadian Solar explained the differences between FIT 1.0 and 2.0 contracts 
and the application process. The Feed in Tariff (FIT) rules, under which the 
contracts for these projects were issued, allowed the development of solar 
projects on Class 3 (with a maximum cap of 500 MW), Class 4 to 7 soils 
and those zoned “Rural”. All of the properties proposed to be used for 
these projects are zoned rural. Additionally, detailed soils studies were 
conducted to establish the actual soil classification of the proposed 
properties and all three projects contain only Class 3 to 5 soils. The projects 
will be constructed in a manner that will protect the agricultural capacity so 
that after decommissioning the agricultural capacity of the project will be 
equal to or better than the pre-construction soils. 
 
Canadian Solar will supply photos of the fencing at ground level via a letter. 
 
 
The public consultation process gets documents in a Consultation Report.  
 
No.  Canadian Solar has been visiting neighbours door to door prior to 
construction and will visit neighbours several times during construction.  
 
Canadian Solar will schedule a kick-off meeting with their EPC and the 
municipality prior to construction starting. 

Various questions and 
concerns (raised at the 
meeting) 

Canadian Solar to provide reasons as to why a Traffic 
Management Plan was not included in the draft REA 
documents. 
 

Canadian Solar’s Engineering, Procurement and Construction contractor 
will complete a Traffic Management Plan prior to construction.  A Traffic  
Management Plan is not possible at this time since our raw material sources 
(e.g. aggregates) have not been identified. 

None required.   





Date and Method Category of Comment 
or Concern 

Concern or Comment Response Amendments to Project 
or Project Response 

Canadian Solar to submit a more detailed landscape designs 
to the Town of Georgina for review and comment, along 
with renderings showing what the project will look like from 
public views (i.e. street or neighbouring properties). 
 
 
 
Canadian Solar to provide and Maintain a Fire Safety Plan. 
 
Canadian Solar to provide emergency access to the site 
during construction and after. 
 
A building permit will be required for all plumbing, all 
buildings greater than 10 m sq. and all buildings less than 10 
m sq. that contain plumbing as regulated under the Building 
Code Act and Ontario Building Code. 
 
Canadian Solar to circulate the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological 
Assessment Report, Stage 3 Archaeological (when 
completed), and the Cultural Heritage Assessment to the 
Georgina Heritage Committee prior to any site alteration or 
construction taking place on the site. 
 
 

Canadian Solar is committed to addressing the concerns of the community 
during all phases of the proposed facility. In order to better understand the 
visual concerns of neighbouring properties, we have and will continue to 
meet with residents at their home to find an acceptable solution.  At this 
time, Canadian Solar cannot commit to planting trees or berms adjacent to 
public streets. 
 
Canadian Solar agreed to provide and maintain a Fire Safety Plan. 
 
Canadian Solar agreed to provide emergency access to the site during and 
after construction. 
 
Canadian Solar agreed to obtain the necessary building permits prior to 
construction. 
 
 
 
Copies of the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment Report and the 
Cultural Heritage Assessment will be sent to the Georgina Heritage 
Committee in the near future. The Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment is 
currently underway. 
 
 
Prior to construction, Canadian Solar will have a kick-off meeting with 
Town of Georgina’s staff where the comments listed above can be 
addressed in further detail. 
 

Aboriginal 

Letter from Curve Lake 
First Nation on July 6, 2011 

Archaeological 
Resources 

The Curve Lake First Nation acknowledged receipt of the 
letter of Commencement of Archaeological Assessments 
and suggested that the Williams Treaty First Nation Claims 
Coordinator be circulated this letter as well.  This letter also 
indicated that they are not currently aware of any issues that 
would cause concern with respect to Traditional, Aboriginal 
and Treaty rights.  It was noted that the Curve Lake First 
Nation be contacted immediately should any archaeological 
resources be discovered.   

The Williams Treaty First Nation Claims Coordinator was circulated the 
notice.  No archaeological resources were found at the project location. 

 

None required. 

Agencies 

Email correspondence 
between SkyPower and the 
Zephyr Society of Lake 
Simcoe on November 23, 
and November 29, 2011 

Bird Count Information  We have concerns about these SkyPower proposed sites in 
rural habitat areas, especially the Frog Street east location 
with regard to grassland prairie breeding birds in this area 
especially species in decline and at risk. 

The Natural Heritage Assessment Evaluation of Significance was updated to 
reflect information provided.   

None required.   
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SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30
th
 Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 

 
w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

 
 
November 28, 2012        Sent via Registered Mail 
 
 
 
Dear Resident: 
 
 

Notice of a Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project 
Notice of First Public Meeting – GoldLight 

 
 
GoldLight LP proposes to develop GoldLight, which would be located on Old Homestead Road, in the 
Township of Georgina, in the Region of York.  The approval is managed by SkyPower Limited on behalf of the 
proponent. If approved, the solar project would have an estimated nameplate capacity of 10 MW and would be 
considered a Class 3 Solar Facility.  
 
GoldLight LP has obtained a contract for the sale of electricity from the solar facility with the Ontario Power 
Authority (OPA) through the Province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program. The project will require approval under 
Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario 
Environmental Protection Act.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to introduce you to the project and to inform you that the draft Project Description 
Report is available for public review at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the Township of Georgina Municipal 
Office in the CAO/Clerk’s Department at 26557 Civic Centre Road, Keswick. The first of two public meetings 
will be held on January 16th, 2012 (details are provided in the attached newspaper notice).  
 
Throughout the REA process, GoldLight LP is committed to ongoing public consultation. If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 

 
 
Greg Bernardi 
Project Planning and Implementation 
SkyPower Limited 
 
 
 
Attach: Combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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- The property owners have young children and they are concerned that the close proximity of the project could 

impact the safety of their kids. 

- Concern that they will be surrounded by solar panels and that is all they will see compared to the views they 

currently have. 

- Property owners either want SkyPower to rent their property for 20 years during the time the solar facility is 

operational or to buy the property – property owner to provide SkyPower with estimates for both a lease and 

purchase of the property. 

 

Greg Bernardi, B.E.S. 

Land Acquistion Manager 

Southwestern Ontario Region 

 

Skypower Limited  

130 Adelaide Street West, 30th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario M5H 3P5 

  

Office:                  647.478.2805 

Cell:                       519.546.5727 

Fax:                        416.907.9136 

E-mail:                  GregB@skypower.com 

Web:                     www.skypower.com 

  

 
 

No virus found in this message. 

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com 

Version: 10.0.1424 / Virus Database: 2425/5002 - Release Date: 05/16/12 
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 
(4 Reports)  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 

Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 
 
Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 
(4 Reports)  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 

Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 
 
Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 
(4 Reports)  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 

Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 
 
Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 
(4 Reports)  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 

Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 
 
Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 
(4 Reports)  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 

Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 
 
Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 
(4 Reports)  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 

Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 
 
Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 
(4 Reports)  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 
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We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 
 
Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
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Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Best Regards, 

  
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
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Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
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Renewable Energy Approval 
First Notice of Draft REA Document Release 

First Notice of Second Public Meeting 
s. 15(1)(b) & s. 16(5) Ontario Regulation 359/09 

 
 

FIRST NOTICE OF DRAFT REA RELEASE 
By Canadian Solar  

 

FIRST NOTICE OF SECOND PUBLIC MEETING 
To be held by Canadian Solar regarding the GoldLight Solar Power Project 

 
Project Name: GoldLight 
Project Applicant (Proponent): GoldLight LP 
Project Location: 7130 Old Homestead Road, Pefferlaw in the Township of Georgina, ON 
Dated at the Township of Georgina this the 12

th
 of July 2012. 

 

GoldLight LP is planning to engage in a renewable energy project which will require the issuance of a renewable energy 
approval (REA) by the Ministry of the Environment. The proposed location is on a privately owned property (to be leased by 
GoldLight LP) at 7130 Old Homestead Road in the Township of Georgina, Ontario.   
 

The approval is now managed by Canadian Solar Solar Solutions Inc. (“Canadian Solar”) on behalf of the proponent. Canadian 
Solar, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc., has acquired a majority ownership stake in the project, while SkyPower 
still maintains a minority ownership stake in this project. Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of the permitting 
activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility. SkyPower and Canadian Solar will continue 
to work together to obtain the necessary permits and approvals for these projects. No changes are being made to the project as 
a result of the change in ownership. 
 

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority for the sale of electricity generated by photovoltaic solar 
panels from this project through the Province’s Feed-in-Tariff program. The distribution of this notice and the project itself are 
subject to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (Act) Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). This 
notice is being distributed in accordance with Sections 15 and 16 of the Regulation prior to the application being submitted and 
assessed for completeness by the Ministry of the Environment. 
 

Project Description: 
Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which the project is to be engaged in, is considered to be a Class 3 
Solar Facility. If approved, this facility will have a total maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. The project location is outlined 
in the map provided. 
 

Documents for Public Inspection:  
Draft copies of the REA documents have been prepared. They are available for public inspection on July 18

th
, 2012 at the 

project’s website: www.goldlightsolar.com, the Clerk’s Office at the Georgina Civic Centre (26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, 
Keswick, Ontario) and the Georgina Public Library Pefferlaw Branch (76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw). The following draft reports, 
making up the REA package, are available: 
 

 Project Description Report 

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Archaeological Assessments 

 Cultural Heritage Screening 

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 
 

 
Meeting Information: 
A public meeting was held on January 16, 2012, in order to provide information to and to consult with community members, 
stakeholders, aboriginal communities and government agencies. Canadian Solar is hosting a second public information meeting 
subsequent to releasing the draft REA documents as required by the Regulation. Copies of the draft documents will be made 
available at the meeting for viewing.  
 

Meeting Location:  
DATE: September 17, 2012  
TIME:  Between 6pm and 8pm 
PLACE:  Egypt Community Hall 

6756 Smith Blvd. 
Egypt, ON L0E 1N0 
 

Project Contact and Information: 
To learn more about the project and upcoming public meeting, or to 
provide comments in writing, please contact: 
 

Mark Feenstra 
Project Manager – Solar Farms 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. - a subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc.  
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: 1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342  
F: 1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 

Project Name: GoldLight 
Project Location: The proposed site for the project is 
located on Old Homestead Road in the Township of 
Georgina, Ontario 

mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
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These reports are available for viewing online at www.goldlightsolar.com and at the following location 
during business hours:  

Township of Georgina Clerk’s Office – 26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, Keswick, Ontario 

Georgina Public Library (Pefferlaw Branch) – 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, Ontario 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will have 
the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports).  Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home.  The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation.  If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com.  

 

Best Regards, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 

Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 

T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 

F: +1 519 837 2550 

E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com  

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  

 

Attach:  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter
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racking system being typically up to 12’above grade. Canadian Solar is committed to 
working with adjacent landowners to help mitigate any visual impacts. 

Concern 3: Use of Crown Land for Solar Projects 

Based on our review of the MNR’s Crown Land Use Policy Atlas, there is no Crown land 
adjacent to any of the referenced projects. 

Your suggestion to use the “huge area of crown land” to the north of GoldLight is not 
an option for any of the three projects referenced.  This area contains the Vachell 
Wetland Complex, a provincially significant wetland complex.   

The MNR has provided information that states this area is significant as it provides 
confirmed habitat for significant species and communities, such as conservation 
priority bird species, rare or uncommon species, provides amphibian breeding habitat 
and are sources for headwater.  Further, the area to the east of EarthLight, and to the 
south and east of BeamLight includes the Zephyr-Egypt provincially significant wetland 
and life science area of natural and scientific interest.  Development in these areas 
would not be permitted under Ontario Regulation 359/09 (REA) and/or the Provincial 
Planning Act.  As part of the Renewable Energy Approvals process, we have considered 
these areas in our Natural Heritage Assessment and worked extensively with the MNR 
to provide mitigation and compensation measures in an effort to maintain and protect 
these significant natural features.   

Further, your suggestion to develop within these sensitive natural features is in direct 
contradiction with comments related to Natural Heritage. 

Concern 4: Continuing Solar Panel Research 

Research into solar technologies is constantly evolving; however waiting for the 
“perfect” technology has numerous drawbacks.  

a. The current panels are effective and reliable. The silicon based panels proposed for 
this project have a lifespan of >30 years and can reliably provide power 
throughout this time period;  

b. Sales of panels provide funding for research and drives innovation. If the current 
technology was not used, there would be no incentive or funds to develop new 
technologies; and  
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c. Jurisdictions (such as Ontario) which adopt technologies early can gain a “First 
Mover” advantages, which may include the development of a skilled workforce, 
strong domestic industry and technological base. These competitive advantages 
which can then be used not only within Ontario but can be exported for the 
advantage of all Ontarians. 

Concern 5: Lake Effect and Power Production 

Based on the evidence gathered by Canadian Solar, we believe there is sufficient sun 
at the proposed sites. As the owner of the project is only paid for the electricity 
actually generated, this is a business risk for the owner of the project. 

Concern 6: Natural Heritage 

Natural Heritage Assessments (NHA) have been completed for all of the projects. The 
results of these extensive studies have shown that the projects, once the proposed 
mitigation measures are implemented, can be developed without significant impacts 
to natural features, wildlife or wildlife habitat. These studies have been reviewed by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources who have determined that the NHAs were 
conducted in accordance with evaluation criteria and/or procedures established by 
the MNR. These studies and other draft reports can be found at the project websites 
listed below. Please note that you list of species observed was forwarded to the 
biologist conducting the NHA prior to the completion of the studies and was taken 
into consideration when drafting the reports.  References to Species at Risk protected 
under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 made in your letter will be addressed 
through a separate approvals process that is occurring in parallel with the Renewable 
Energy Approval process for each project.  Comments regarding headwaters and fish 
spawning are not elements required to be addressed in either the Natural Heritage 
Assessment or the Water reports under Ontario Regulation 359/09.  These elements 
will be addressed in consultation with the appropriate agency, if required. 

 

Project Websites 

http://www.beamlightsolar.com/ 
http://www.earthlightsolarpark.com/ 
http://www.goldlightsolar.com/ 

 

http://www.beamlightsolar.com/
http://www.earthlightsolarpark.com/
http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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If you have any questions or would like to meet to discuss any of these issues, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Mark Feenstra 
Project Manager – Solar Farms 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
519-837-1881 x 2342 
Email: mark.feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
 
cc. Honourable Chris Bentley, Minister of Energy 
 Honourable Jim Bradley, Minister of Environment 
 Honourable Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
 Julia Munroe, MPP 
 Laura Diotte, Senior Planner – Policy, Town of Georgina 

Michele Vandentillaart, Committee Secretary, Georgina Environmental Advisory 
Committee and Georgina Agricultural Advisory Committee, Town of Georgina 

 



 

Appendix C 
PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS 





SkyPower Limited

SkyPower Limited is Canada's largest owner and developer of solar energy projects. SkyPower Limited is Canada's largest owner and developer of solar energy projects. 

With 260 MW of power purchase contracts awarded, 57 MW of installed operating With 260 MW of power purchase contracts awarded, 57 MW of installed operating 

capacity, 10 MW actively under construction and over 1.5 GW at advanced stages of capacity, 10 MW actively under construction and over 1.5 GW at advanced stages of 

development across North America.development across North America.

SkyPower Limited prospects, develops, manages, finances, owns and operates solar energy SkyPower Limited prospects, develops, manages, finances, owns and operates solar energy 

projects from initial stages through to commercial operation .projects from initial stages through to commercial operation .projects from initial stages through to commercial operation .projects from initial stages through to commercial operation .

Developed Canada’s first utility-scale, fully operating solar park – First Light 1 (9.1 MW)

SkyPower Limited is helping many jurisdictions meet their increasing demand for cleaner, nonSkyPower Limited is helping many jurisdictions meet their increasing demand for cleaner, non--

emitting renewable energy solutions. emitting renewable energy solutions. 



First Light

First Light is Canada’s first fully operational solar project.First Light is Canada’s first fully operational solar project.

SkyPower Limited activated First Light in September 2009.SkyPower Limited activated First Light in September 2009.

-- 9.1 MW nameplate capacity9.1 MW nameplate capacity

-- Located on 90 acres of land in Stone Mills, OntarioLocated on 90 acres of land in Stone Mills, Ontario

-- Will generate enough electricity to power almost 1,000 homesWill generate enough electricity to power almost 1,000 homes

-- Displaces almost 8,000 metric tons of CO2 (equivalent of 1,800 cars)Displaces almost 8,000 metric tons of CO2 (equivalent of 1,800 cars)-- Displaces almost 8,000 metric tons of CO2 (equivalent of 1,800 cars)Displaces almost 8,000 metric tons of CO2 (equivalent of 1,800 cars)



-- Two utilityTwo utility--scale solar projects are expected to generate over 59 million KWh in their firstscale solar projects are expected to generate over 59 million KWh in their first

year of operation and over 1000 million kWh after 20 years.year of operation and over 1000 million kWh after 20 years.

-- That is approximately enough electricity to power 100,000 homes and cut over 776   That is approximately enough electricity to power 100,000 homes and cut over 776   

SkyPower Limited Development

SkyPower  Limited has six operational utility-scale solar projects (57 MW) and one 

project under construction – Fort William First Nation (10 MW)

-- That is approximately enough electricity to power 100,000 homes and cut over 776   That is approximately enough electricity to power 100,000 homes and cut over 776   

thousand metric tons of COthousand metric tons of CO22 emissions from the environment.emissions from the environment.



How Photovoltaics Work

1.1. Sunlight contacts the solar photovoltaic (PV) panel.Sunlight contacts the solar photovoltaic (PV) panel.

2.2. The electrons in the cells move about, creating direct current (DC) electricity.The electrons in the cells move about, creating direct current (DC) electricity.

3.3. DC energy is converted into alternating current (AC) electricity using an inverter.DC energy is converted into alternating current (AC) electricity using an inverter.

4.4. AC electricity is supplied to the power grid.AC electricity is supplied to the power grid.

5.5. Electricity is distributed for use in local homes and businesses.Electricity is distributed for use in local homes and businesses.



-- Solar energy is clean, renewable, quiet, reliable, and passive. Solar energy is clean, renewable, quiet, reliable, and passive. 
(Source: Renewable (Source: Renewable Energy Development, http://renewableenergydev.com/red/benefitsEnergy Development, http://renewableenergydev.com/red/benefits--ofof--solarsolar--energy/)energy/)

-- The The photovoltaicphotovoltaic panels are mounted inpanels are mounted in unobstructedunobstructed
locations with a low profile.locations with a low profile.

-- Solar energy creates jobs and benefits the local economy. Solar energy creates jobs and benefits the local economy. 
(Source: Blue(Source: Blue Green Canada, http://www.bluegreencanada.ca/node/8)Green Canada, http://www.bluegreencanada.ca/node/8)

-- Solar energy is generated locally and distributed on the Solar energy is generated locally and distributed on the 

The Benefits of Solar

-- Solar energy is generated locally and distributed on the Solar energy is generated locally and distributed on the 
existing local grid.existing local grid.

-- A 10 MWA 10 MW solar project will displace approximately solar project will displace approximately 
10,000 tons of CO10,000 tons of CO22 equivalents a year.equivalents a year.

-- 1 kilowatt of power generated by solar panels replaces 1 kilowatt of power generated by solar panels replaces 
150 pounds of coal from being mined.150 pounds of coal from being mined.

(Source: Solar Power Statistic, http://www.solarpoweristhefuture.com/solar(Source: Solar Power Statistic, http://www.solarpoweristhefuture.com/solar--powerpower--statistics.shtmlstatistics.shtml))

-- Construction jobs will be sourced locally as possible.Construction jobs will be sourced locally as possible.



Green Energy Act and Feed-In Tariff

The The Green Energy Act Green Energy Act (GEA) was passed by the Province of Ontario (GEA) was passed by the Province of Ontario 

in 2009 to:in 2009 to:

-- Increase the amount of renewable energy generated in Ontario;Increase the amount of renewable energy generated in Ontario;

-- Create a new economic driver for the Ontario economy; andCreate a new economic driver for the Ontario economy; and

-- Reduce Ontario’s greenhouse gas emissions to 6% below 1990    Reduce Ontario’s greenhouse gas emissions to 6% below 1990    

levels by 2014.levels by 2014.

The The FeedFeed--InIn--Tariff Tariff (FIT) program is an important part of the Green (FIT) program is an important part of the Green 

Energy Act:Energy Act:Energy Act:Energy Act:

-- The program is designed to encourage and promote greater use  The program is designed to encourage and promote greater use  

of renewable energy sources.of renewable energy sources.

-- The OPA awarded 40 FIT contracts to  renewable energyThe OPA awarded 40 FIT contracts to  renewable energy

developers in Ontario on February 25, 2011.developers in Ontario on February 25, 2011.

-- It is a contract between renewable energy developers and theIt is a contract between renewable energy developers and the

Ontario Power Authority (OPA).Ontario Power Authority (OPA).

-- This Project has received a contract under the FIT program andThis Project has received a contract under the FIT program and

is now proceeding through the Renewable Energy Approvalis now proceeding through the Renewable Energy Approval

process.process.



The Renewable Energy Approval (REA) Process

Following receipt of the FIT contract the project must obtain a Renewable Energy Approval from the Ministry of the Following receipt of the FIT contract the project must obtain a Renewable Energy Approval from the Ministry of the 

Environmental before it can be constructed. Environmental before it can be constructed. 

The REA process (Ontario Regulation 359/09) is under Part V.0.1 of the Environmental Protection Act. The process The REA process (Ontario Regulation 359/09) is under Part V.0.1 of the Environmental Protection Act. The process 

defines setbacks and requires an assessment of project potential negative effects. defines setbacks and requires an assessment of project potential negative effects. 

More information can be obtained on REA at More information can be obtained on REA at http://www.mei.gov.on.ca/en/energy/renewable/.http://www.mei.gov.on.ca/en/energy/renewable/.

A complete REA submission includes:A complete REA submission includes:

-- Project Description Report: Project Description Report: Provides an overview of the project (draft completed);Provides an overview of the project (draft completed);

-- Construction Plan Report: Construction Plan Report: Details the construction activities and potential effects;Details the construction activities and potential effects;

-- Design and Operations Report: Design and Operations Report: Describes the design, operation and emergency plans; Describes the design, operation and emergency plans; -- Design and Operations Report: Design and Operations Report: Describes the design, operation and emergency plans; Describes the design, operation and emergency plans; 

-- Decommissioning Report: Decommissioning Report: Describes how the facility will be removed at the end of its lifespan;Describes how the facility will be removed at the end of its lifespan;

-- Consultation Report: Consultation Report: Documents the consultation process followed and feedback received during the process;Documents the consultation process followed and feedback received during the process;

-- Natural Heritage Assessment Report: Natural Heritage Assessment Report: Describes natural features and provides for mitigation against environmental effects; Describes natural features and provides for mitigation against environmental effects; 

-- Water Report: Water Report: Describes water bodies and provides for mitigation against environmental effects. Describes water bodies and provides for mitigation against environmental effects. 

-- Archaeological Assessment  and Cultural Heritage Assessment; Archaeological Assessment  and Cultural Heritage Assessment; andand

-- Noise Study ReportNoise Study Report..

The application submitted to the MOE will be posted on the Environmental Registry (The application submitted to the MOE will be posted on the Environmental Registry (www.ebr.gov.on.cawww.ebr.gov.on.ca) for public ) for public 

review and comment. All the reports (except consultation) will be available  (in draft) to the public 60 days prior to the review and comment. All the reports (except consultation) will be available  (in draft) to the public 60 days prior to the 

second public meeting on the project website and hard copies will be available for review at municipalities.  All reports second public meeting on the project website and hard copies will be available for review at municipalities.  All reports 

will be finalized after the second public meeting.will be finalized after the second public meeting.



Renewable Energy Approval – Studies

Natural Heritage Natural Heritage 
-- Evaluate the significance of natural features within 120 m of the site.Evaluate the significance of natural features within 120 m of the site.

-- A complete natural heritage investigation is composed of a records review from sources, such as Ministry of  A complete natural heritage investigation is composed of a records review from sources, such as Ministry of  

Natural Resources, Local Municipalities and Conservation Authorities, followed by site investigations by a biologistNatural Resources, Local Municipalities and Conservation Authorities, followed by site investigations by a biologist

to confirm or update the findings of the records review.to confirm or update the findings of the records review.

-- The information collected is used to evaluate the significance of natural features. The information collected is used to evaluate the significance of natural features. 

-- This natural heritage information is used to design the project to avoid or minimize any adverse effects to theThis natural heritage information is used to design the project to avoid or minimize any adverse effects to the

identified significant natural features.identified significant natural features.

ArchaeologyArchaeology
-- Purpose is to evaluate the presence of any known archaeological resources or heritagePurpose is to evaluate the presence of any known archaeological resources or heritage features on the site. features on the site. 

-- Investigation is conducted by a licensed archaeologist who prepares a Records Review (information collected from     Investigation is conducted by a licensed archaeologist who prepares a Records Review (information collected from     -- Investigation is conducted by a licensed archaeologist who prepares a Records Review (information collected from     Investigation is conducted by a licensed archaeologist who prepares a Records Review (information collected from     

Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Local Municipalities, etc.)  and a Site Inspection to determine the potential Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Local Municipalities, etc.)  and a Site Inspection to determine the potential 

presence of archaeological resources.presence of archaeological resources.

NoiseNoise
-- Transformers and inverters emit low levels of noise when in operation. This study is to evaluate the predicted levelsTransformers and inverters emit low levels of noise when in operation. This study is to evaluate the predicted levels

of noise emitted from these components and the potential effects to ensure that noise levels meet MOEof noise emitted from these components and the potential effects to ensure that noise levels meet MOE

requirements.requirements.

WaterWater
-- A project must normally meet a minimum setback distance of 120 m from any nearby water body (which includesA project must normally meet a minimum setback distance of 120 m from any nearby water body (which includes

a lake, a permanent or intermittent stream and a seepage area. This report must identify and assess any negativea lake, a permanent or intermittent stream and a seepage area. This report must identify and assess any negative

environmental effects of the project on the water body and must identify mitigation measures in respect of those effects. environmental effects of the project on the water body and must identify mitigation measures in respect of those effects. 



The Renewable Energy Approval Process

We  are 

here



BeamLight LP - Project Location and Description

PROJECTPROJECT LOCATIONLOCATION ANDAND DESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTION:: TheThe proposedproposed BeamLightBeamLight LPLP solarsolar projectproject sitesite isis

locatedlocated atat thethe cornercorner ofof FrogFrog StreetStreet andand ParkPark RoadRoad inin thethe TownTown ofof GeorginaGeorgina.. BeamLightBeamLight LPLP

solarsolar projectproject isis consideredconsidered toto bebe aa ClassClass 33 solarsolar facilityfacility asas perper OntarioOntario RegulationRegulation 359359//0909

underunder thethe EnvironmentalEnvironmental ProtectionProtection ActAct PartPart VV..00..11.. TheThe ProjectProject isis approximatelyapproximately 1010 MWMW ACAC inin

sizesize..



BeamLight LP – Studies Update

CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCESCULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments are being undertaken for Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments are being undertaken for BeamLightBeamLight.  All assessments will be provided to the Ministry of Tourism and .  All assessments will be provided to the Ministry of Tourism and 

Culture for comment and to the public in the draft REA release. Culture for comment and to the public in the draft REA release. 

NATURAL HERITAGE RESOURCESNATURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES
Land use within 300 meters Land use within 300 meters -- adjacent lands within 300 m include a mixture of pastureland, meadows, hayfields, wetlands and woodadjacent lands within 300 m include a mixture of pastureland, meadows, hayfields, wetlands and woodlands.  To lands.  To 

the southeast of the project location, the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has evaluated the Zephyrthe southeast of the project location, the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has evaluated the Zephyr--Egypt Wetland Complex asEgypt Wetland Complex as a a 

provincially significant wetland (PSW complex) and also classified it as a Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Intereprovincially significant wetland (PSW complex) and also classified it as a Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest st (ANSI). The MNR has (ANSI). The MNR has 

also mapped a deer wintering yard in association with the PSW complex.  These features are outside of the project location bualso mapped a deer wintering yard in association with the PSW complex.  These features are outside of the project location but wt within the ithin the 

surrounding 300 m.surrounding 300 m.

Other environmentally sensitive areas  Other environmentally sensitive areas  -- No provincial parks, conservation reserves, Earth Science ANSIs or No provincial parks, conservation reserves, Earth Science ANSIs or ValleylandsValleylands were identified within the were identified within the 

project location or surrounding 300 m.project location or surrounding 300 m.project location or surrounding 300 m.project location or surrounding 300 m.

Wildlife habitats Wildlife habitats -- No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability of wildlife habitat of wildlife habitat 

within the project location and surrounding area will be investigated further during the Natural Heritage Assessment. within the project location and surrounding area will be investigated further during the Natural Heritage Assessment. 

WATER BODIESWATER BODIES
No potential water bodies (lakes or seepage areas) are within the project as identified during the No potential water bodies (lakes or seepage areas) are within the project as identified during the Water Assessment Records ReviewWater Assessment Records Review ; however, ; however, 

Zephyr Creek is located within the surrounding 300 m to the southeast of the project location. This water body will be evaluaZephyr Creek is located within the surrounding 300 m to the southeast of the project location. This water body will be evaluatedted for potential for potential 

impacts in the same manner as the natural features.impacts in the same manner as the natural features.

In general, the potential environmental effects to water bodies could include: erosion, release of suspended sediments, changIn general, the potential environmental effects to water bodies could include: erosion, release of suspended sediments, changes es to surface and to surface and 

groundwater flow, and the potential release of contaminants such as oils, gasoline, grease and other materials.  Appropriate groundwater flow, and the potential release of contaminants such as oils, gasoline, grease and other materials.  Appropriate mitmitigation and/or igation and/or 

monitoring measures will be developed and outlined in future reports related to water bodies. monitoring measures will be developed and outlined in future reports related to water bodies. 

In addition, several ponds have been observed in the project location and surrounding 300 m.  These ponds will be investigateIn addition, several ponds have been observed in the project location and surrounding 300 m.  These ponds will be investigated td to determine if o determine if 

they meet the definition of a water body under they meet the definition of a water body under Ontario Regulation 359/09Ontario Regulation 359/09.  



EarthLight LP - Project Location and Description

PROJECTPROJECT LOCATIONLOCATION DESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTION:: TheThe proposedproposed EarthLightEarthLight LPLP solarsolar projectproject sitesite isis locatedlocated

onon OldOld HomesteadHomestead RoadRoad inin thethe TownTown ofof GeorginaGeorgina.. EarthLightEarthLight LPLP solarsolar projectproject isis consideredconsidered toto

bebe aa ClassClass 33 solarsolar facilityfacility asas perper OntarioOntario RegulationRegulation 359359//0909 underunder thethe EnvironmentalEnvironmental

ProtectionProtection ActAct PartPart VV..00..11.. TheThe ProjectProject isis approximatelyapproximately 1010 MWMW ACAC inin sizesize..



EarthLight LP – Studies Update

CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCESCULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments are being undertaken for EarthLight.  All assessments will be provided to the MinistStage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments are being undertaken for EarthLight.  All assessments will be provided to the Ministry ry of Tourism and of Tourism and 

Culture for comment and to the public in the draft REA release. Culture for comment and to the public in the draft REA release. 

NATURAL HERITAGE RESOURCESNATURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES
Land use within 300 meters Land use within 300 meters -- adjacent lands within 300 m include a mixture of pastureland, meadows, hayfields, wetlands and woodadjacent lands within 300 m include a mixture of pastureland, meadows, hayfields, wetlands and woodlands.  To lands.  To 

the southeast of the project location, the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has evaluated the Zephyrthe southeast of the project location, the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) has evaluated the Zephyr--Egypt Wetland Complex asEgypt Wetland Complex as a a 

provincially significant wetland (PSW complex) and also classified it as a Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Intereprovincially significant wetland (PSW complex) and also classified it as a Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest st (ANSI). The MNR has (ANSI). The MNR has 

also mapped a deer wintering yard in association with the PSW complex.  These features are outside of the project location bualso mapped a deer wintering yard in association with the PSW complex.  These features are outside of the project location but wt within the ithin the 

surrounding 300 m.surrounding 300 m.

Other environmentally sensitive areas  Other environmentally sensitive areas  -- No provincial parks, conservation reserves, Earth Science ANSIs or No provincial parks, conservation reserves, Earth Science ANSIs or ValleylandsValleylands were identified within the were identified within the 

project location or surrounding 300 m.project location or surrounding 300 m.project location or surrounding 300 m.project location or surrounding 300 m.

Wildlife habitats Wildlife habitats -- No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability of wildlife habitat of wildlife habitat 

within the project location and surrounding area will be investigated further during the Natural Heritage Assessment. within the project location and surrounding area will be investigated further during the Natural Heritage Assessment. 

WATER BODIESWATER BODIES
One potential water body was mapped within the project location and surrounding 300 m during the One potential water body was mapped within the project location and surrounding 300 m during the Water Assessment Records ReviewWater Assessment Records Review. This . This 

feature will be evaluated for potential impacts in the same manner as natural heritage resources. feature will be evaluated for potential impacts in the same manner as natural heritage resources. 

In general, the potential environmental effects to water bodies could include: erosion, release of suspended sediments, changIn general, the potential environmental effects to water bodies could include: erosion, release of suspended sediments, changes es to surface and to surface and 

groundwater flow, and the potential release of contaminants such as oils, gasoline, grease and other materials.  Appropriate groundwater flow, and the potential release of contaminants such as oils, gasoline, grease and other materials.  Appropriate mitmitigation and/or igation and/or 

monitoring measures will be developed and outlined in future reports related to water bodies. monitoring measures will be developed and outlined in future reports related to water bodies. 

In addition, several ponds have been observed in the project location and surrounding 300 m.  These ponds will be investigateIn addition, several ponds have been observed in the project location and surrounding 300 m.  These ponds will be investigated td to determine if o determine if 

they meet the definition of a water body under they meet the definition of a water body under Ontario Regulation 359/09Ontario Regulation 359/09.  



GoldLight LP - Project Location and Description

PROJECTPROJECT LOCATIONLOCATION ANDAND DESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTION:: TheThe proposedproposed GoldLightGoldLight LPLP solarsolar projectproject sitesite isis

locatedlocated onon OldOld HomesteadHomestead RoadRoad inin thethe TownTown ofof GeorginaGeorgina.. GoldLightGoldLight LPLP solarsolar projectproject isis

consideredconsidered toto bebe aa ClassClass 33 solarsolar facilityfacility asas perper OntarioOntario RegulationRegulation 359359//0909 underunder thethe

EnvironmentalEnvironmental ProtectionProtection ActAct PartPart VV..00..11.. TheThe ProjectProject isis approximatelyapproximately 1010 MWMW ACAC inin sizesize..



GoldLight LP – Studies Update

CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCESCULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments are being undertaken for Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments are being undertaken for GoldLightGoldLight.  All assessments will be provided to the Ministry of Tourism and .  All assessments will be provided to the Ministry of Tourism and 

Culture for comment and to the public in the draft REA release. Culture for comment and to the public in the draft REA release. 

NATURAL HERITAGE RESOURCESNATURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES
Land use within 300 m Land use within 300 m -- Adjacent lands within 300  include a mixture of agricultural lands, woodlands and wetlands all within thAdjacent lands within 300  include a mixture of agricultural lands, woodlands and wetlands all within the Greenbelt e Greenbelt 

Protected Countryside.  To the north of the project location but within 300 m, the Ministry of Natural Resources has evaluateProtected Countryside.  To the north of the project location but within 300 m, the Ministry of Natural Resources has evaluated td the he VachellVachell

Wetland complex to be provincially significant.  Wetland complex to be provincially significant.  

Other environmentally sensitive areas  Other environmentally sensitive areas  -- No provincial parks, conservation reserves, Earth Science ANSIs or No provincial parks, conservation reserves, Earth Science ANSIs or ValleylandsValleylands were identified within the were identified within the 

project location or surrounding 300 m.project location or surrounding 300 m.

Wildlife habitats Wildlife habitats -- No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability of wildlife habitat of wildlife habitat Wildlife habitats Wildlife habitats -- No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability No known wildlife habitat has been historically identified within the project location . The applicability of wildlife habitat of wildlife habitat 

within the project location and surrounding area will be investigated further during the Natural Heritage Assessment. within the project location and surrounding area will be investigated further during the Natural Heritage Assessment. 

WATER BODIESWATER BODIES
No potential water bodies (lakes or seepage areas) are within the project as identified during the No potential water bodies (lakes or seepage areas) are within the project as identified during the Water Assessment Records ReviewWater Assessment Records Review .  A large .  A large 

pond is located near the southern boundary of the project location, which drains through a culvert south to adjacent lands alpond is located near the southern boundary of the project location, which drains through a culvert south to adjacent lands alongong Old Homestead Old Homestead 

Road. This feature is not anticipated to meet the definition of a water body under Road. This feature is not anticipated to meet the definition of a water body under Ontario Regulation 359/09Ontario Regulation 359/09.  This water body will be evaluated .  This water body will be evaluated 

for potential impacts in the same manner as the natural features.for potential impacts in the same manner as the natural features.

In general, the potential environmental effects to water bodies could include: erosion, release of suspended sediments, changIn general, the potential environmental effects to water bodies could include: erosion, release of suspended sediments, changes es to surface and to surface and 

groundwater flow, and the potential release of contaminants such as oils, gasoline, grease and other materials.  Appropriate groundwater flow, and the potential release of contaminants such as oils, gasoline, grease and other materials.  Appropriate mitmitigation and/or igation and/or 

monitoring measures will be developed and outlined in future reports related to water bodies. monitoring measures will be developed and outlined in future reports related to water bodies. 

In addition, several ponds have been observed in the project location and surrounding 300 m.  These ponds will be investigateIn addition, several ponds have been observed in the project location and surrounding 300 m.  These ponds will be investigated td to determine if o determine if 

they meet the definition of a water body under they meet the definition of a water body under Ontario Regulation 359/09Ontario Regulation 359/09.  .  



Thank You

Thank You for attending Thank You for attending 

the Public Information Centrethe Public Information Centre

Please fill out a comment sheet.Please fill out a comment sheet.

For further information, please contact:For further information, please contact:

Attention: Charmaine ThompsonAttention: Charmaine Thompson

Project Planning and ImplementationProject Planning and Implementation

SkyPower LimitedSkyPower Limited

info@skypower.cominfo@skypower.com

416416--979979--46254625

www.skypower.comwww.skypower.com
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20TH
Rectangle







Welcome
to the Second Public Meeting for

GoldLight
September 17, 2012 

Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre
Pefferlaw, Ontario

6:00-8:00 pm



Consultation and stakeholder 
feedback is a key part of 
developing a solar project and 
the Renewable Energy Approval 
(REA) Process.  The purpose of 
this Meeting is to provide 
stakeholders with the 
opportunity to:

Learn more about the 
GoldLight Project and ask 
questions about the various 
REA reports that have been 
made available for public 
review.

Learn more and get details 
on the REA Process.

Learn more about the 
proponent: Canadian Solar 
Solutions Inc.

Identify or raise any issues, 
comments or concerns 
about the proposed Project 
so that they can be 
addressed.

WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR 
FROM YOU

PLEASE SIGN IN AND 
COMPLETE A COMMENT 

SHEET

Representatives from 
Canadian Solar and Dillon
Consulting are available to

answer questions

Comments sheets are available 
at the sign in table.  Please 

provide any comments, concerns 
or questions about this Project 

and PIC.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE VISIT

www.goldlightsolar.com 

or contact

Mark Feenstra
Project Manager Solar Farms
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc.
545 Speedvale Avenue West

Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6
Tel: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342

Fax: 519 837 2550
Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/ 

Or

Katharine Myrans
REA Project Coordinator
Dillon Consulting Limited

235 Yorkland Blvd., Suite 800
Toronto, ON  M2J 4Y8

Tel: 416 229 4647 ext. 2381
Fax: 416 229 4692

kmyrans@dillon.ca





Environment
Producing no emissions, no noise and no lasting impact on the land, 
solar power is the ideal clean energy source.

currently fourth highest in 
the world is projected to increase roughly 34% in 15 years. With 
Ontario seeking to eliminate coal-fueled power by 2014 and the need 
to upgrade other sources, the province will need to replace 80% of our 
electricity generation capacity in the next 20 years.

If Canadians continue to support solar, we will have displaced 15-31 
million tons of greenhouse gas emissions from the atmosphere every 

generations.

Economic
Ontario is a North American leader in renewable energy and the first 
jurisdiction to pass landmark Green Energy legislation. The global 
demand for solar equipment has increased 30-50% annually over the 
past decade.  In 2010, the global solar energy industry generated over 

America, Ontario now has the opportunity to develop innovative 
technologies to export worldwide, while creating an industry that can 
serve energy markets throughout Canada and the United States.  

engineers, roofers, manufacturers, and other general labourers have 
been trained and hired. Solar energy development and innovation will 
continue generating employment opportunities in Ontario, with 50,000 
clean energy jobs projected by the end of 2012.

Thousands of these new clean energy jobs will be in the solar energy 
industry. Solar power creates more jobs per dollar than any other 
energy source. The solar photovoltaic industry in Ontario produces 12 
times more jobs than natural gas or coal per unit of energy produced.  
Also, the cost of creating solar jobs is 4-6 times less than jobs created 
by the nuclear, natural gas, or coal-powered industries.

For each project developed, considerable benefits will be derived 
locally during the project construction, which typically extends 
between 6 to 9 months. A good majority of the materials, supplies, and 
labour will be sourced locally (i.e. mechanical, electrical, and civil 
contractors).  At peak construction periods there can be as many as 
50 local workers and skilled trades on-site. When in service, 1 to 2 

period and will contribute to municipal tax revenues. 

Future

oil and by 2020 it is estimated that solar PV electricity will drop below 
the cost of coal electricity.  By 2030, solar electricity is estimated to 
cost half of what coal electricity does.

Solar projects have a physically low-profile and are non-obtrusive to 
the surrounding community.The visual impact of solar facilities can 
further be minimized by thick vegetative barriers. Existing vegetation 
on the site is preserved where possible and utilized as a visual barrier.

To learn more visit www.shineontario.com. 

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) 
Technology

A solar PV panel consists of several layers, the top 
layer of which is glass, providing weather protection 
for the PV cell. A special coating is applied to the 
glass to reduce reflected light from the panel, thereby 
reducing glare. Within the solar PV cell is a grid, 
(often made of a metal) which conducts electricity.

Electricity is 
generated when 
openings in the 
grid allow 
sunlight to reach 
silicon layers of 
the panel 
underneath.

The Feed In Tariff (FIT) program was enabled by the 
Green Energy and Green Economy Act (2009), and 
was officially launched on October 1, 2009. The 
Ontario Power Authority (OPA) is responsible for 
implementing FIT. FIT 
comprehensive guaranteed pricing structure for 
renewable electricity production. It offers stable 
prices under long-term contracts for energy 
generated from renewable sources, such as solar.  
FIT will help Ontario to phase out coal-fired 
electricity generation by 2014, boost economic 
activities and the development of renewable energy 
technologies while creating new green industries 
and jobs throughout the province.

Canadian Solar has been awarded a 10 MW FIT 
contract for this proposed Project. The Project is 
now proceeding through the Renewable Energy 
Approval (REA) process.





7) 2176050 Solar Energy Project, 
Brockville, ON
9 MW (FIT Contract)
In Development
Canadian Solar & UC Solar Ltd.

8) William Rutley Solar Park, Ingleside, ON
10 MW (FIT Contract)
Under Construction
Canadian Solar & Saturn Power Inc.

9) Alfred Solar Energy Project, Alfred, ON
10 MW (FIT Contract) 
In Development
Canadian Solar & 3G Energy Corp.

10) Fort William, Fort William First Nation 
Reserve (Thunder Bay, ON)
8.9 MW (RESOP Contract)
Under Construction
SkyPower Ltd. (Owner) & Canadian Solar 
(EPC)

11) Thunder Bay Airport, Thunder Bay, ON
7.0 MW (RESOP Contract)
Operational
SkyPower Ltd. (Owner) & Canadian Solar 
(EPC)

4) Mississippi Mills Solar Park, Mississippi 
Mills, ON
10MW (FIT Contract) 
In Development
Canadian Solar & Saturn Power Inc.

5) Burritts Rapids Solar Energy Project, 
Burritts Rapids, ON 
7.0 MW (FIT Contract) 
In Development
Canadian Solar & 3G Energy Corp.

6) 2176047 Solar Energy Project, 
Brockville, ON
10 MW (FIT Contract) 
Under Construction
Canadian Solar & UC Solar Ltd.

1) Project Liskeard 1, 3 and 4, 
Temiskaming Shores, ON 
3-10 MW FIT Contracts 
In Development
Canadian Solar

2) First Light 2, 
Napanee, ON 
8.5 MW (RESOP Contract)
Operational
SkyPower Ltd. (Owner) & Canadian 
Solar (EPC) 

3) Canadian Solar I (RESOP Contract)
Strathcona, ON
8.5 MW (RESOP Contract) 
Under Construction
Canadian Solar 



WE ARE HERE

RENEWABLE ENERGY APPROVAL 
(REA) PROCESS

Green Energy and Green Economy 
Act (2009) has changed the way renewable 
energy projects are approved.

Renewable energy projects are subject to the 
Renewable Energy Approval (REA) process, 
which was enacted by a new regulation 
(Ontario Regulation 359/09) under the 
provisions of the Environmental Protection Act 
Part V.0.1. The intent of the REA is to 
coordinate approvals across government 
ministries to encourage renewable energy 
while ensuring the environment, health and 
natural resources are protected.

Once submitted, the REA Application for this 
Project will be posted on the Environmental 
Registry for public review and comment.

REA REPORTING

On July 18, 2012  the following Draft REA Reports 
for the Project were made available for public 
inspection, which are required for the REA 
Submission: 

Project Description Report 

Construction Plan Report 

Design and Operations Report 

Decommissioning Plan Report  

Natural Heritage Assessment 

Water Assessment Report

Noise Study Report 

Archaeological Assessments

Cultural Heritage Screening

Cultural Heritage Assessment 



The proposed GoldLight Project is located at 7130 Old Homestead Road, approximately 8 km from the community 
of Pefferlaw. The Project location covers part of Lots 8 and 9, Concession 5, in the Town of Georgina.  

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. proposes to develop a solar facility 
with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW, located near 
Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina, Ontario. The renewable energy 
facility is rated as a Class 3 solar facility. The Project will require 
approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 Renewable Energy 
Approval (REA or O. Reg. 359/09) under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario 
Environmental Protection Act.

With exposure to sunlight, the solar photovoltaic (PV) modules 
convert solar radiation into DC electricity through a PV process. 
These modules are heavy-duty and designed to withstand the harsh 
Canadian weather. The panels will be aligned in rows approximately 
4 - 10 metres apart and will be mounted on racking systems that will 
be attached to a support structure. The electricity generated by the 
panels is then converted from DC to AC by an inverter and the 

-
distribution network.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
FIT Application 

June 9, 2010
FIT Contract Award  

February 25, 2011
Submit Project Description to MOE 

August 2011
First Public Open House

January 2012 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture Confirmation  

May 2012
Ministry of Natural Resources Confirmation  

July 2012
Final Public Open House 

September 2012
Anticipated REA Application Submission 

September 2012
Anticipated Approval of REA Submission 

March 2013
Anticipated Project Construction 

Spring 2013
Anticipated Commercial Operation Date 

January 2014 



Construction
The Construction Plan Report provides a description 
of all activities to occur during the construction and 
installation phase of the project, as well as the 
potential environmental effects from construction 
activities and proposed mitigation and monitoring 
measures. Environmental impacts are described as 
they relate to the project location and lands within 
300 m of the project components.

Construction of the Project is anticipated to begin in 
the Spring of 2013, subject to receiving the REA and 
any other necessary approvals. Construction activities 
are anticipated to take approximately 6-9 months. 

Construction hours will generally occur Monday 
through Friday and in accordance with any local 
municipal by-laws.  On occasion, work may have to be 
conducted after the normal hours or on weekends, but 
will done in accordance with local municipal 
requirements in order to minimize any impacts to the 
community.

Construction Activities
The following activities will occur during the construction phase 
of the Project:

Surveying and staking of the project location.
Installation of erosion control materials, site 
clearing/grubbing, ground levelling, grading and drainage 
works.
Construction of Site Entrance, Power and Communications.
Installation of security lighting and fencing.
Installation of laydown/construction staging areas and 
temporary facilities.
Construct interior access roads.
Construction of foundations for electrical equipment. 
Installation of structural supports and racks for solar PV 
modules.
Installation of solar PV modules. 
Construction of electrical collection system, wiring and 
components.
Site landscaping and vegetation.

Site Restoration
Site Restoration of the project location will be undertaken, 
including the following:

All construction equipment, material, waste and temporary 
facilities will be removed from the site.
Disturbed areas may be seeded  with  a  low-growing  
species such  as  clover,  or  allowed  to  re-vegetate  
naturally  as  needed.

Testing and Commissioning 
Testing and Commissioning will be undertaken prior to Project 
start-up and connection to the power grid.

Conclusions 
Sufficient fieldwork and data collection was performed to assist 
in the determination of potential construction effects to 
environmental and social features. Various mitigation measures 
to manage these potential effects have been identified.  
Significant adverse effects from construction activity to the 
natural and social environment will be avoided through careful 
facility layout planning, the application of appropriate mitigation 
measures, and adherence to regulatory requirements.

The overall conclusion of the Construction Plan Report is that 
this project can be constructed without any significant adverse 
residual effects to the natural or social environment.

For more information, please refer to the Construction Plan 
Report at www.goldlightsolar.com.



PROJECT COMPONENTS

The project location consists of approximately 38.17 hectares of lands and will feature the following 
project components:

Solar modules and mounting system;

Inverters and transformers;

Substation;

Above- and below-ground electrical collection system up to the point of common coupling;

Access roads;

Communication tower;

Lighting;

Temporary laydown area for construction; and

Perimeter fencing.



Design and Operation
The Design and Operations Report provides detailed 
information on the renewable energy facility, 
including a site plan, facility design and operations, 
and communications, emergency response and 
environmental mitigation and monitoring plans. Once 
constructed, operation of the facility is anticipated to 
begin in April 2013.

Project Design and Operation

Approximately  30,000  - 100,000  PV  panels  of  
between  60  - 300  watts  each  will  be  installed  
for GoldLight. Modules generate electricity using 
solar radiation.
Modules will  be installed on a ground mounted 
racking system that will be on a fixed tilt, facing 
due  south  (approximately  4  - 10  metres apart).
DC electricity generated by each module is routed 
by cables to inverters, which are used to convert 
electricity from DC to AC. Transformers then 

-
voltage.  The Project will have a total of ten (10) 
inverter units rated for 1,000 kVA and will contain 
two (2) 500 kV inverters.

Security
In order to ensure safety to the public and to prevent potential 
trespassing and vandalism, the perimeters of the project 
location will be fenced and the Project entrance point will be 
gated.
Lights will be installed near the entrance to the facility and task-
specific lights will be installed where required throughout the 
project location. The use of lighting will be limited, where 
possible, to avoid disruption to species behaviour, particularly 
during the breeding season for nocturnal species that may 
utilize habitat within 120 metres of the project location.   

Maintenance
It will be necessary to maintain the land in such a way that 
vegetation does not shade or in other ways impact the solar 
panels; however, it is anticipated that the site will be planted 
with mostly native grassland plant species, which will not only 
limit the need for regular maintenance, but will also maintain the 
nutrient quality of the soil and manage weed growth.
The renewable energy facility will be remotely monitored via 
internet access, which will limit the required site visits.
Site visits will occur on a scheduled basis to ensure that the 
facility is in proper working order. Activities that will occur during 
these visits may include data collection, regular maintenance 
and any necessary repairs that may arise.

Environmental Effects Monitoring Plan 
The Environmental Effects Mitigation and Monitoring Plan 
(EEMMP) outlines how potential negative environmental effects 
of the proposed project will be mitigated and ongoing 
monitoring will occur. Given the nature of solar power 
generation, few, if any, effects are expected during the 
operations period.

Emergency Response and Communications 
Plan 

The Region of York has established an Emergency Response
Plan (Region of York Emergency Plan and Annexes, 2009). The
Town of Georgina has also established such a plan (The
Corporation of the Town of Georgina Emergency Plan, 2007)
based on hazard identification and risk assessment.
Prior to construction, GoldLight LP will establish an Emergency
Response Plan (ERP) for the Project.
An Emergency Communications Plan will be included in the
Emergency Response Plan and will provide key contact
information for relevant responders, regulators, landowners and
other stakeholders.

For more information, please refer to the Design and Operations
Report at www.goldlightsolar.com



Decommissioning
The draft Decommissioning Plan Report provides an 
overview of all activities during the decommissioning 
phase of the Project, as well as all activities related 
to the restoration of land and water and managing 
excess materials and waste. 

Properly maintained solar panels have an expected 
life span of thirty (30) years, with an opportunity for a 
lifetime of fifty (50) years or more with equipment 
replacement and repowering.  The Proponent will 
evaluate the value of the Project at the end of the 20-
year contract.  This will be done in the context of 
maintenance requirement considerations for the 
Project and the available power wholesale rate at 
that time. A decision will then be made to determine if 
it is appropriate to extend the life of the Project or 
whether to decommission the facility.

Decommissioning will consist of the following:

Equipment Dismantling and Removal

Site Restoration

Managing Excess Materials and Waste

Emergency Response and Communication Plans

Equipment Dismantling and Removal

The Project components consist of numerous recyclable 
materials, including glass, semiconductor material, steel, and 
wiring. When the project reaches the end of its operational 
life, the parts can be dismantled and recycled.  All waste 
resulting from the decommissioning of the facility will be 
transported by a certified and licensed contractor and taken 
to a landfill/recycling facility in accordance with all Ministry 
regulations.
The decommissioning involves removing the perimeter 
fences, any concrete foundations, the cutting of any steel 
piles at bedrock, removal of all metal structures (mounting 
racks), removing all PV modules, above-ground and 
underground cables, transformers, inverters, fans, switch 
boxes, fixtures, communication tower and otherwise 
restoring the site to its original condition.

Site Restoration

Through the decommissioning phase, the project location 
could be restored to a state similar to its former condition or 
to the condition of the future intended land use.  All project 
components will be removed with the exception of some 
underground infrastructure, which will not impact the 
environment, including future activities at the project location 
and the health of the soils.

graded to restore terrain profiles. The decommissioning will 
include returning the project location to be similar to pre-
construction conditions. If necessary, the use of a sub-soiler
may be required to relieve compaction and restore the soil 
conditions for agricultural pasture activities.
The site will be restored so that the post decommissioning 
off-site drainage patterns and quality/quantity of stormwater
will be similar to pre-construction conditions. Prior to 
abandonment of the site, a land survey will be conducted to 
ensure that conditions satisfy all applicable regulations.

Managing Excess Materials and Waste

Waste materials will be removed in accordance with 
applicable local requirements, at a minimum. GoldLight LP 
will establish policies and procedures to maximize recycling 
and reuse and will work with manufacturers, local 
subcontractors and waste firms to segregate material to be 
disposed of, recycled and/or reused.

For more information, please refer to the Decommissioning Plan 
Report at www.goldlightsolar.com



EXISTING CONDITIONS
GoldLight LP has undertaken a Natural Heritage Assessment 
consisting of a Records Review, Site Investigation, Evaluation of 
Significance and Environmental Impact Study to identify natural 
features within the project location and lands within 120 metres.  
Through background review of applicable data and records, 
consultation and field studies, various natural features were 
identified. These include:

Vachell Provincially Significant Wetland Complex;
One unevaluated southern wetland (assumed to be provincially 
significant);
One woodland area determined to be significant based on size, 
amount of interior habitat and location adjacent to other 
significant natural features; and, 
Wildlife habitat including:

Raptor winter feeding and roosting area (evaluated not 
significant);
Amphibian breeding habitat (evaluated not significant);
Turtle overwintering Area, including Habitat for Species of 
Conservation Concern: Snapping Turtle (treated as 
significant; to be evaluated prior to construction); 
Habitat for Species of Conservation Concern: Western 
Chorus Frog, Short-eared Owl, Rough-legged Hawk (all 
evaluated not significant); and,
Generalized Candidate Significant Wildlife Habitat within 
120 m. 

MITIGATION MEASURES

Erosion and sediment control measures implemented prior to site 
clearing and regularly maintained until the project is operational 
and vegetative ground cover is re-established; 
Limit vegetation clearing to outside of the core breeding period 
(May 1 to July 15) to avoid disturbance to breeding birds; if any 
vegetation clearing must occur during this period a qualified 
biologist will conduct nest searches prior to clearing;
Limit the use of heavy machinery within 5 m of the dripline of the 
woodland to prevent soil compaction;
Implement dust suppression measures as necessary during 
construction; 
Check engines and machinery for reptiles prior to use; 
Re-vegetate land with native grassland species or allow area to 
regenerate naturally; and, 
Development and implementation of a grading and water flow 
management plan which maintains pre-construction surface water 
flows to adjacent lands (quantity, quality, infiltrations, conveyance 
patterns and seasonality of water flow). 



MITIGATION MEASURES 
The proponents for this project will mitigate potential effects of the 
project on potential water bodies identified within 300 m of the project 
location by implementing the following mitigation measures:    

An erosion and sediment control plan will be developed for the site 
and maintained through the construction and decommissioning 
phases of the project. This plan will include standard erosion and 
sediment control measures such as silt fencing, erosion control 
blankets and/or hay bales;
Minimize changes in land contours and maintain natural drainage 
patterns where possible; 
Develop grading and water flow management plans to emulate pre-
construction conditions;
Efforts will be made to avoid tracking soil from the project location 
onto municipal roads;
Upon completion of project construction, the project location will be 
vegetated with a mix of native grasses and/or monitored  to ensure 
land naturally re-vegetates within one growing season; and,
Spill containment structures associated with the transformer 
substation. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The project falls within the Black River Lake Simcoe Tertiary 
Watershed 2EC. During the Records Review for water bodies, no 
records or mapping was provided by any agency to suggest 
water bodies occurred within the project location or the 
surrounding 120 metres. After a thorough site investigation was 
undertaken of the project location and adjacent lands, the 
determination made during the Records Review was confirmed. 

One small pond was observed within 120 metres of the project 
location. This pond is not hydrologically connected to any other 
water bodies and is considered to be an artificial body of water. It 
does not meet the definition of a water body under Ontario 
Regulation 359/09. Therefore, within the project location and 
surrounding 120 metres there are no water bodies, as defined by 
Ontario Regulation 359/09. 

No water crossing are proposed for this project. Further, a Water 
Body Report, as outlined in Sections 39 and



Archaeology
A Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment was conducted for GoldLight in November 2011. Only a portion of the 
project location was subject to a Stage 2 Assessment as poor field conditions halted the work. An additional firm was 
retained to complete the field work in April 2012 and also prepared a Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment 
report. Both reports were in accordance 
Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists. 
In both cases, The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment (which comprised of background research and desktop 
studies) resulted in recommending a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment be undertaken for areas deemed to be of 
potential archaeological significance for cultural heritage or archaeological resources. 
The Stage 2 Assessments identified two archaeological sites (one within the project location and one directly abutting 
the project location and within the same property) with finds identified to have value or interest. The finds are post-
contact and contained at least 20 artifacts (mostly of metal, ceramics and glass) that date the period of use to before 
1900. 
It was recommended that these sites be subject to a Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment prior to any development. 
A clearance letter for the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments  was received on June 19, 2011from the Ministry 
of Tourism, Culture and Sport. It was indicated that The Ministry is satisfied with the recommendations outlined in the 
final Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment Reports. 

Cultural Heritage
In addition to the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment, a Cultural Heritage Screening was prepared in November 
2011 as per the Renewable Energy Approvals regulation (Ontario Regulation 359/09). 
The 2011 guidance document prepared by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport entitled Protected Properties, 
Archaeological and Heritage Resources: An Information Bulletin for Applicants Addressing the Cultural Heritage 
Component of Projects Subject to Ontario Regulation 359/09 Renewable Energy Approvals was used to guide the 
screening.
The Cultural Heritage Screening identified potential built heritage features and a heritage landscape within the project 
location. Specifically, there is an abutting residence and outbuildings that are over 40 years of age, which triggered a 
Cultural Heritage Assessment. 
The Cultural Heritage Assessment determined that there will be no direct impacts to the cultural heritage features 
abutting the project location and minimal indirect impacts. 
On May 4, 2012, the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport provided a confirmation letter for the Cultural Heritage 
Assessment indicating that they were satisfied with the recommendations provided in the final report. 

Landscape Feature Locations Built Feature Locations



NOISE STUDY
The Noise Study conforms to the guidelines for an Acoustic 
Assessment Report as defined in Ministry of Environment 
(MOE) publication NPC-232 Sound Level Limits for 
Stationary Sources in Class 3 Areas (Rural).  All procedures 
for this assessment were conducted in accordance with 
these requirements and additional direction provided by 
MOE for preparation of acoustic assessment reports for 
solar farms under the REA.  

Due to the proximity of the neighbouring BeamLight and 
EarthLight projects, the noise modelling for GoldLight, 
BeamLight and EarthLight were combined to account for 
cumulative noise impacts from all three facilities. 

It was determined through predictive noise modelling that no 
noise mitigation measures are required for the noise sources 
at GoldLight,  BeamLight or EarthLight.

The Project will comply with the MOE performance limits.   
Specifically, the NPC-232 Class 3 Area exclusion limits of 45 
dBA for daytime (07:00 19:00), 40 dBA for evening (19:00 
to 23:00) and 40 dBA for nighttime (23:00 to 07:00) were 
selected to represent the performance limits at sensitive 
receptors.  Daytime/night-time worst-case noise emission 
scenarios were modeled for future and potential receptors 
within 1 km from the project location.



THANK YOU FOR 
ATTENDING

PLEASE SIGN IN
AND

COMPLETE A 
COMMENT SHEET

Next Steps
In the REA Process

The next steps in the REA process are as follows:

Consultation Report
A Consultation Report will be prepared, which will 
document the entire consultation process for the 
Project, including any questions or concerns received 
at this Public Meeting.  The Consultation Report will 
also document how the input received was 
considered and, if applicable, how it has impacted the 
design of the Project.

REA Application 
Along with the Consultation Report, all of the other 
REA technical reports will be submitted with the REA 
Application to the Ontario Ministry of Environment 
(MOE) for approval. 

Project Posting on the Environmental Registry
Once the application is received and reviewed for 
completeness by the MOE, they will post the Project 
on the Environmental Registry (www.ebr.gov.on.ca). 
Comments, questions or concerns about the Project 
from the public can then be submitted to the MOE. 
Formal approval of the REA application can take up 
to six months and once approved, requests for 
appeal can be made to the MOE. Under Section 
142.1(1) of the Environmental Protection Act, anyone 
may, by written notice served on the Director and the 
Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT) within 15 days 
of the issuance of the REA decision, require a 
hearing in respect of that decision. In the written 
notice, the appellant must set out (a) a description of 
how engaging in the renewable energy project in 
accordance with the renewable energy approval will 
cause (i) serious harm to human health or (ii) serious 
and irreversible harm to plant life, animal life or the 
natural environment; (b) the portion of the renewable 
energy approval in respect of which the hearing is 
required; and (c) the relief sought. The ERT will have 
6 months to render its decision on any REA appeal.  
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June 8, 2011 
 
Georgian Bay Metis Council 
Allan Vallee 
President 
355 Cranston Crescent, P. O. Box 4 
Midland, ON, L4R 4K6                               Sent via Purolator Courier/allan_vallee@bell.net 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Allan Vallee: 
 
RE: Commencement of Archaeological Assessment for 6 Solar Projects and Request for 
 Information 
 
 
This letter is being sent to Aboriginal communities and organizations that SkyPower Limited (SkyPower) 

has identified as potentially having an interest in the projects noted in this letter.  While we understand that 

the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) will be confirming the list of Aboriginal communities 

that should be notified of the projects, SkyPower is taking early initiative to notify Aboriginal communities 

within 100km of the projects noted in this letter.   

 

SkyPower proposes to develop 7 solar facilities with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. These 

projects are located as follows: 

 Aria – Township of Springwater 

 BeamLight – Town of Georgina 

 EarthLight – Town of Georgina 

 GoldLight – Town of Georgina 

 GoodLight – City of Kawartha Lakes 
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….cont’d 

 RayLight – Township of Tay 

 SparkleLight – City of Kawartha Lakes 

 

For your information we have enclosed maps identifying the above project locations. The proposed 

projects are rated as Class 3 renewable energy, solar facilities. A contract from the Ontario Power 

Authority has been granted to SkyPower for the sale of electricity from solar power through the Province’s 

Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) Program. The proposed projects will require approval under Ontario Regulation 

359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under the Green Energy Act.  The REA process replaces the 

previous process that required several separate approvals including for example, the Environmental 

Assessment Act, Planning Act and Environmental Protection Act.   

 

As part of the approval process all project locations must be assessed for archaeological potential prior to 

construction. Currently the projects identified in this letter are in their infant stages and have not yet 

entered the public consultation phase of the REA process; however, Stage I Archaeological Assessments 

are underway. The Stage I Archaeological Assessments consist of desktop research into the history of area 

in which the project is situated to better determine historical land uses, settlements, and areas of potential 

archaeological interest. Based on these Assessments, Stage 2 Archeological Assessments will be conducted, 

consisting of physical examination of lands with archaeological or cultural heritage potential. The results of 

these assessments will help identify the official project location (placement of project components on the 

land) and whether further archaeological work is needed. 

 

The Ministry of Tourism and Culture requires that Aboriginal consultation occur during Stage 3 

Assessments when assessing the cultural heritage value or interest of an Aboriginal archaeological site and 

mitigation measures to protect the site. It is unknown at this time whether such a site will be uncovered 

during Stage 2 work. SkyPower understands the importance of early consultation with Aboriginal groups 

and by way of this letter would very much like to continue a transparent, open dialogue with the Metis 

Consultation Unit. 

 

Should you have an interest in the above-noted projects, particularly as they relate to archaeological 

potential, please provide us with any information you may have with regard to your community’s historical 

use of the lands identified in the attached map, or sources with which we should consult to determine 

historical uses. Please inform us of any known archeological sites of cultural heritage value or interest.  
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If you have any questions about the project or would like to actively participate in the 

archaeological assessment process (including research collection, site visits, recommendations on 

protection of artifacts, etc.), please contact Ms. Grace Pasceri, Senior Director of Project Planning 

and Implementation at SkyPower, Tel: 647-478-2820, E-mail: GraceP@skypower.com. 

 

Yours very truly, 

 

 
 
 
Scarlett E. Janusas, B.A., M.A.  
President, SJAHCE 
 
Attach:      Map of study boundary 



….cont’d 

 
 
 
 
June 8, 2011 
 
Metis Nation of Ontario 
Melanie Paradis 
Director, Lands, Resources and Consultation 
75 Sherbourne Street., Suite 222 
Toronto, ON, M5A 2P9                                  Sent via Purolator Courier/melaniep@metisnation.org 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Melanie Paradis: 
 
RE: Commencement of Archaeological Assessment for 13 Solar Projects and Request for 
 Information 
 
 
This letter is being sent to Aboriginal communities and organizations that SkyPower Limited (SkyPower) 

has identified as potentially having an interest in the projects noted in this letter.  While we understand that 

the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) will be confirming the list of Aboriginal communities 

that should be notified of the projects, SkyPower is taking early initiative to notify Aboriginal communities 

within 100km of the projects noted in this letter.   

 

SkyPower proposes to develop 13 solar facilities with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. These 

projects are located as follows: 

 Aria – Township of Springwater 

 BeamLight – Town of Georgina 

 CityLights – Township of North Dundas 

 DiscoveryLight – Township of Brock 

 EarthLight – Town of Georgina 
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….cont’d 

 FotoLight – Prince Edward County 

 GoldLight – Town of Georgina 

 GoodLight – City of Kawartha Lakes 

 Illumination – Township of Scugog 

 LunarLight – City of Belleville 

 MightySolar – Township of North Dundas 

 RayLight – Township of Tay 

 SparkleLight – City of Kwartha Lakes 

 

For your information we have enclosed maps identifying the above project locations. The proposed 

projects are rated as Class 3 renewable energy, solar facilities. A contract from the Ontario Power 

Authority has been granted to SkyPower for the sale of electricity from solar power through the Province’s 

Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) Program. The proposed projects will require approval under Ontario Regulation 

359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under the Green Energy Act.  The REA process replaces the 

previous process that required several separate approvals including for example, the Environmental 

Assessment Act, Planning Act and Environmental Protection Act.   

 

As part of the approval process all project locations must be assessed for archaeological potential prior to 

construction. Currently the projects identified in this letter are in their infant stages and have not yet 

entered the public consultation phase of the REA process; however, Stage I Archaeological Assessments 

are underway. The Stage I Archaeological Assessments consist of desktop research into the history of area 

in which the project is situated to better determine historical land uses, settlements, and areas of potential 

archaeological interest. Based on these Assessments, Stage 2 Archeological Assessments will be conducted, 

consisting of physical examination of lands with archaeological or cultural heritage potential. The results of 

these assessments will help identify the official project location (placement of project components on the 

land) and whether further archaeological work is needed. 

 

The Ministry of Tourism and Culture requires that Aboriginal consultation occur during Stage 3 

Assessments when assessing the cultural heritage value or interest of an Aboriginal archaeological site and 

mitigation measures to protect the site. It is unknown at this time whether such a site will be uncovered 

during Stage 2 work. SkyPower understands the importance of early consultation with Aboriginal groups 

and by way of this letter would very much like to continue a transparent, open dialogue with the Metis 

Consultation Unit. 

 

Should you have an interest in the above-noted projects, particularly as they relate to archaeological 

potential, please provide us with any information you may have with regard to your community’s historical 

use of the lands identified in the attached map, or sources with which we should consult to determine 

historical uses. Please inform us of any known archeological sites of cultural heritage value or interest.  
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If you have any questions about the project or would like to actively participate in the 

archaeological assessment process (including research collection, site visits, recommendations on 

protection of artifacts, etc.), please contact Ms. Grace Pasceri, Senior Director of Project Planning 

and Implementation at SkyPower, Tel: 647-478-2820, E-mail: GraceP@skypower.com. 

 

Yours very truly, 

 

 
 
 
Scarlett E. Janusas, B.A., M.A.  
President, SJAHCE 
 
Attach:      Map of study boundary 



….cont’d 

 
 
 
June 8, 2011 
 
Chief Kris Nahrgang 
Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation 
P.O. Box 1432 
Lakefield, ON 
K0L 2H0                                                           Sent via Purolator Courier/ info@spiritofthestone.ca 
 
 
 
Dear Chief Kris Nahrgang: 
 
RE: Commencement of Archaeological Assessment for 10 Solar Projects and Request for 
 Information 
 
 
This letter is being sent to Aboriginal communities and organizations that SkyPower Limited (SkyPower) 

has identified as potentially having an interest in the projects noted in this letter.  While we understand that 

the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) will be confirming the list of Aboriginal communities 

that should be notified of the projects, SkyPower is taking early initiative to notify Aboriginal communities 

within 100km of the projects noted in this letter.   

 

SkyPower proposes to develop 10 solar facilities with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. These 

projects are located as follows: 

 Aria – Township of Springwater 

 BeamLight – Town of Georgina 

 DiscoveryLight – Township of Brock 

 EarthLight – Town of Georgina 

 FotoLight – Prince Edward County 

 GoldLight – Town of Georgina 
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….cont’d 

 GoodLight – City of Kawartha Lakes 

 Illumination – Township of Scugog 

 RayLight – Township of Tay 

 SparkleLight – City of Kawartha Lakes 

 

For your information we have enclosed maps identifying the above project locations. The proposed 

projects are rated as Class 3 renewable energy, solar facilities. A contract from the Ontario Power 

Authority has been granted to SkyPower for the sale of electricity from solar power through the Province’s 

Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) Program. The proposed projects will require approval under Ontario Regulation 

359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under the Green Energy Act.  The REA process replaces the 

previous process that required several separate approvals including for example, the Environmental 

Assessment Act, Planning Act and Environmental Protection Act.   

 

As part of the approval process all project locations must be assessed for archaeological potential prior to 

construction. Currently the projects identified in this letter are in their infant stages and have not yet 

entered the public consultation phase of the REA process; however, Stage I Archaeological Assessments 

are underway. The Stage I Archaeological Assessments consist of desktop research into the history of area 

in which the project is situated to better determine historical land uses, settlements, and areas of potential 

archaeological interest. Based on these Assessments, Stage 2 Archeological Assessments will be conducted, 

consisting of physical examination of lands with archaeological or cultural heritage potential. The results of 

these assessments will help identify the official project location (placement of project components on the 

land) and whether further archaeological work is needed. 

 

The Ministry of Tourism and Culture requires that Aboriginal consultation occur during Stage 3 

Assessments when assessing the cultural heritage value or interest of an Aboriginal archaeological site and 

mitigation measures to protect the site. It is unknown at this time whether such a site will be uncovered 

during Stage 2 work. SkyPower understands the importance of early consultation with Aboriginal groups 

and by way of this letter would very much like to continue a transparent, open dialogue with the Metis 

Consultation Unit. 

 

Should you have an interest in the above-noted projects, particularly as they relate to archaeological 

potential, please provide us with any information you may have with regard to your community’s historical 

use of the lands identified in the attached map, or sources with which we should consult to determine 

historical uses. Please inform us of any known archeological sites of cultural heritage value or interest.  
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If you have any questions about the project or would like to actively participate in the 

archaeological assessment process (including research collection, site visits, recommendations on 

protection of artifacts, etc.), please contact Ms. Grace Pasceri, Senior Director of Project Planning 

and Implementation at SkyPower, Tel: 647-478-2820, E-mail: GraceP@skypower.com. 

 

Yours very truly, 

 

 
 
 
Scarlett E. Janusas, B.A., M.A.  
President, SJAHCE 
 
Attach:      Map of study boundary 



 
 
 
 
June 8, 2011 
 
Beausoleil First Nation 
Chief Ronald Monague 
1 Omega Street, 
Christian Island, ON, L0K 1C0                   Sent via Purolator Courier/ council@chimnissing.ca 
 
 
 
Dear Chief Ronald Monague: 
 
RE: Commencement of Archaeological Assessment for 8 Solar Projects and Request for 
 Information 
 
 
This letter is being sent to Aboriginal communities and organizations that SkyPower Limited (SkyPower) 

has identified as potentially having an interest in the projects noted in this letter.  While we understand that 

the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) will be confirming the list of Aboriginal communities 

that should be notified of the projects, SkyPower is taking early initiative to notify Aboriginal communities 

within 100km of the projects noted in this letter.   

 

SkyPower proposes to develop 8 solar facilities with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. These 

projects are located as follows: 

 GoodLight, City of Kwartha Lakes in the Province of Ontario  

 GoldLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 RayLight, Township of Tay in the Province of Ontario 

 Aria, Township of Springwater in the Province of Ontario 

 EarthLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 DiscoveryLight, Township of Brock in the Province of Ontario 
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 SparkleLight, City of Kwartha Lakes in the Province of Ontario 

 Beamlight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 

For your information we have enclosed maps identifying the above project locations. The proposed 

projects are rated as Class 3 renewable energy, solar facilities. A contract from the Ontario Power 

Authority has been granted to SkyPower for the sale of electricity from solar power through the Province’s 

Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) Program. The proposed projects will require approval under Ontario Regulation 

359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under the Green Energy Act.  The REA process replaces the 

previous process that required several separate approvals including for example, the Environmental 

Assessment Act, Planning Act and Environmental Protection Act.   

 

As part of the approval process all project locations must be assessed for archaeological potential prior to 

construction. Currently the projects identified in this letter are in their infant stages and have not yet 

entered the public consultation phase of the REA process; however, Stage I Archaeological Assessments 

are underway. The Stage I Archaeological Assessments consist of desktop research into the history of area 

in which the project is situated to better determine historical land uses, settlements, and areas of potential 

archaeological interest. Based on these Assessments, Stage 2 Archeological Assessments will be conducted, 

consisting of physical examination of lands with archaeological or cultural heritage potential. The results of 

these assessments will help identify the official project location (placement of project components on the 

land) and whether further archaeological work is needed. 

 

The Ministry of Tourism and Culture requires that Aboriginal consultation occur during Stage 3 

Assessments when assessing the cultural heritage value or interest of an Aboriginal archaeological site and 

mitigation measures to protect the site. It is unknown at this time whether such a site will be uncovered 

during Stage 2 work. SkyPower understands the importance of early consultation with Aboriginal groups 

and by way of this letter would very much like to continue a transparent, open dialogue with your council. 

 

Should you have an interest in the above-noted projects, particularly as they relate to archaeological 

potential, please provide us with any information you may have with regard to your community’s historical 

use of the lands identified in the attached map, or sources with which we should consult to determine 

historical uses. Please inform us of any known archeological sites of cultural heritage value or interest.  

 

The following Aboriginal communities have also been identified as potentially having an interest in the 

archaeological work based on proximity, and are being contacted: 

 Moose Deer Point First Nation 

 Wahta Mohwak First Nation 

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 

 Mississauga’s of Scugog Island First Nation 
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 Curve Lake First Nation 

 Hiawatha First Nation 

 Alderville First Nation 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the project or would like to actively participate in the 

archaeological assessment process (including research collection, site visits, recommendations on 

protection of artifacts, etc.), please contact Ms. Grace Pasceri, Senior Director of Project Planning 

and Implementation at SkyPower, Tel: 647-478-2820, E-mail: GraceP@skypower.com. 

 

Yours very truly, 

 

 
 
 
Scarlett E. Janusas, B.A., M.A.  
President, SJAHCE 
 
Attach:      Map of study boundary 
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June 8, 2011 
 
Chippewas of Rama First Nation 
Chief Sharon Stinson Henry 
5884 Rama Road, Suite 200, 
Rama, ON, L0K 1T0             Sent via Purolator Courier/ chief@ramafirstnation.ca 
 
 
 
Dear Chief Sharon Stinson Henry: 
 
RE: Commencement of Archaeological Assessment for 9 Solar Projects and Request for 
 Information 
 
 
This letter is being sent to Aboriginal communities and organizations that SkyPower Limited (SkyPower) 

has identified as potentially having an interest in the projects noted in this letter.  While we understand that 

the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) will be confirming the list of Aboriginal communities 

that should be notified of the projects, SkyPower is taking early initiative to notify Aboriginal communities 

within 100km of the projects noted in this letter.   

 

SkyPower proposes to develop 9 solar facilities with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. These 

projects are located as follows: 

 RayLight, Township of Tay in the Province of Ontario 

 Aria, Township of Springwater in the Province of Ontario 

 GoldLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 GoodLight, City of Kwartha Lakes in the Province of Ontario 

 SparkleLight, City of Kwartha Lakes in the Province of Ontario 



 EarthLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 BeamLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 DiscoveryLight, Township of Brock in the Province of Ontario 

 Illumination, Township of Scugog in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

For your information we have enclosed maps identifying the above project locations. The proposed 

projects are rated as Class 3 renewable energy, solar facilities. A contract from the Ontario Power 

Authority has been granted to SkyPower for the sale of electricity from solar power through the Province’s 

Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) Program. The proposed projects will require approval under Ontario Regulation 

359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under the Green Energy Act.  The REA process replaces the 

previous process that required several separate approvals including for example, the Environmental 

Assessment Act, Planning Act and Environmental Protection Act.   

 

As part of the approval process all project locations must be assessed for archaeological potential prior to 

construction. Currently the projects identified in this letter are in their infant stages and have not yet 

entered the public consultation phase of the REA process; however, Stage I Archaeological Assessments 

are underway. The Stage I Archaeological Assessments consist of desktop research into the history of area 

in which the project is situated to better determine historical land uses, settlements, and areas of potential 

archaeological interest. Based on these Assessments, Stage 2 Archeological Assessments will be conducted, 

consisting of physical examination of lands with archaeological or cultural heritage potential. The results of 

these assessments will help identify the official project location (placement of project components on the 

land) and whether further archaeological work is needed. 

 

The Ministry of Tourism and Culture requires that Aboriginal consultation occur during Stage 3 

Assessments when assessing the cultural heritage value or interest of an Aboriginal archaeological site and 

mitigation measures to protect the site. It is unknown at this time whether such a site will be uncovered 

during Stage 2 work. SkyPower understands the importance of early consultation with Aboriginal groups 

and by way of this letter would very much like to continue a transparent, open dialogue with your council. 

 

Should you have an interest in the above-noted projects, particularly as they relate to archaeological 

potential, please provide us with any information you may have with regard to your community’s historical 

use of the lands identified in the attached map, or sources with which we should consult to determine 

historical uses. Please inform us of any known archeological sites of cultural heritage value or interest.  

 

The following Aboriginal communities have also been identified as potentially having an interest in the 

archaeological work based on proximity, and are being contacted: 

 

 Beausoleil First Nation 



 Moose Deer Point First Nation 

 Wahta Mohawk First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 

 Mississuaga’s of Scugog Island First Nation 

 Curve Lake First Nation 

 Hiawatha First Nation 

 Alderville First Nation 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the project or would like to actively participate in the 

archaeological assessment process (including research collection, site visits, recommendations on 

protection of artifacts, etc.), please contact Ms. Grace Pasceri, Senior Director of Project Planning 

and Implementation at SkyPower, Tel: 647-478-2820, E-mail: GraceP@skypower.com. 

 

Yours very truly, 

 

 
 
 
Scarlett E. Janusas, B.A., M.A.  
President, SJAHCE 
 
Attach:      Map of study boundary 



June 8, 2011 
Page 1 
 

 

 
 
 
 
June 8, 2011 
 
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation 
Chief Donna Big Canoe 
RR. # 2, PO Box 13, 
Sutton West, ON, L0E 1R0             Sent via Purolator Courier 
 
 
 
Dear Chief Donna Big Canoe: 
 
RE: Commencement of Archaeological Assessment for 9 Solar Projects and Request for 
 Information 
 
 
This letter is being sent to Aboriginal communities and organizations that SkyPower Limited (SkyPower) 

has identified as potentially having an interest in the projects noted in this letter.  While we understand that 

the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) will be confirming the list of Aboriginal communities 

that should be notified of the projects, SkyPower is taking early initiative to notify Aboriginal communities 

within 100km of the projects noted in this letter.   

 

SkyPower proposes to develop 9 solar facilities with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. These 

projects are located as follows: 

 RayLight, Township of Tay in the Province of Ontario 

 Aria, Township of Springwater in the Province of Ontario 

 GoldLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 SparkleLight, City of Kwartha Lakes in the Province of Ontario 

 EarthLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 



 BeamLight, Town of Georgina in the Province of Ontario 

 DiscoveryLight, Township of Brock in the Province of Ontario 

 Illumination, Township of Scugog in the Province of Ontario 

 GoodLight, City of Kwartha Lakes in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

For your information we have enclosed maps identifying the above project locations. The proposed 

projects are rated as Class 3 renewable energy, solar facilities. A contract from the Ontario Power 

Authority has been granted to SkyPower for the sale of electricity from solar power through the Province’s 

Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) Program. The proposed projects will require approval under Ontario Regulation 

359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under the Green Energy Act.  The REA process replaces the 

previous process that required several separate approvals including for example, the Environmental 

Assessment Act, Planning Act and Environmental Protection Act.   

 

As part of the approval process all project locations must be assessed for archaeological potential prior to 

construction. Currently the projects identified in this letter are in their infant stages and have not yet 

entered the public consultation phase of the REA process; however, Stage I Archaeological Assessments 

are underway. The Stage I Archaeological Assessments consist of desktop research into the history of area 

in which the project is situated to better determine historical land uses, settlements, and areas of potential 

archaeological interest. Based on these Assessments, Stage 2 Archeological Assessments will be conducted, 

consisting of physical examination of lands with archaeological or cultural heritage potential. The results of 

these assessments will help identify the official project location (placement of project components on the 

land) and whether further archaeological work is needed. 

 

The Ministry of Tourism and Culture requires that Aboriginal consultation occur during Stage 3 

Assessments when assessing the cultural heritage value or interest of an Aboriginal archaeological site and 

mitigation measures to protect the site. It is unknown at this time whether such a site will be uncovered 

during Stage 2 work. SkyPower understands the importance of early consultation with Aboriginal groups 

and by way of this letter would very much like to continue a transparent, open dialogue with your council. 

 

Should you have an interest in the above-noted projects, particularly as they relate to archaeological 

potential, please provide us with any information you may have with regard to your community’s historical 

use of the lands identified in the attached map, or sources with which we should consult to determine 

historical uses. Please inform us of any known archeological sites of cultural heritage value or interest.  

 

The following Aboriginal communities have also been identified as potentially having an interest in the 

archaeological work based on proximity, and are being contacted: 

 

 Beausoleil First Nation 



 Moose Deer Point First Nation 

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation 

 Wahta Mohawk First Nation 

 Mississuaga’s of Scugog Island First Nation 

 Curve Lake First Nation 

 Hiawatha First Nation 

 Alderville First Nation 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about the project or would like to actively participate in the 

archaeological assessment process (including research collection, site visits, recommendations on 

protection of artifacts, etc.), please contact Ms. Grace Pasceri, Senior Director of Project Planning 

and Implementation at SkyPower, Tel: 647-478-2820, E-mail: GraceP@skypower.com. 

 

Yours very truly, 

 

 
 
 
Scarlett E. Janusas, B.A., M.A.  
President, SJAHCE 
 
Attach:      Map of study boundary 











































1

Cynthia Yu

From: Charmaine Thompson
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 11:00 AM
To: Cynthia Yu
Cc: Carmine Marando; KK; Grace Pasceri; Terry Rasmussen
Subject: Update for Consultation Log

Cynthia,  

 

Please not for the following projects Aria, Raylight, Beam/Earth/Gold, Discovery, Goodlight, Sparklelight : 

 

The call that I made 1-5-12 to Chief Roland Monague ( pronounced Rolly Manaig), was returned today. Chief Monague 

confirmed that the letters about the PICs and projects were received they were forwarded to the Beausoleil lawyer and 

nothing has been heard back yet so he expects no issues. If there are any he will contact us. He said that many times if 

there is an issue the town Mayors would call and he has not heard from any in these areas either.  

 

 

Thanks, 

Charmaine 

 

No virus found in this message. 

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com 

Version: 10.0.1416 / Virus Database: 2109/4146 - Release Date: 01/16/12 
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Cynthia Yu

From: Grace Pasceri
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 3:57 PM
To: Cynthia Yu
Subject: FW:  Curve Lake First Nation - Please add to consultation log

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri  

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2012 10:34 AM 
To: Cynthia Yu 

Subject: Curve Lake First Nation – Please add to consultation log 

 

 

Feb. 22, 2012  

Curve Lake First Nation: Met with Melissa Dokis and Krista Coppaway 

• Discussed: LunarLight,  FotoLight, GoodLight, DiscoveryLight, SparkleLight, Illumination, GoldLight, EarthLight 

and BeamLight. 

• No concerns from Curve Lake. 

• There are no land claims on the sites we are using. 

 

 

 

Grace Pasceri 

Project Planning and Implementation 

SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West | 30th Floor | Toronto, ON | M5H 3P5 

Office: 416-979-4625 | Mobile: 416-262-0428 | Fax: 416-981-8686 

gracep@skypower.com | www.skypower.com 

 

No virus found in this message. 

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com 

Version: 10.0.1424 / Virus Database: 2113/4844 - Release Date: 03/01/12 



 

 

 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 12, 2012 
 
 
Chief Donna Big Canoe  
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  
R.R. #2, Box N-13 
Sutton West, ON   L0E 1R0 
 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for GoldLight Solar 

Power Project 
 
 
Dear Chief Big Canoe: 
 
As you are aware, a solar farm is proposed to be developed near Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina and 
the Region of York, Ontario.  The renewable energy facility will be known as GoldLight and will have a 
maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW).  As an update to the reports and 
documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired a majority 
ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still 
maintains a minority ownership stake in this project.  Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of 
the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility.  
SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as 
needed.  This announcement represents a continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and 
SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several solar projects in Ontario.  

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 
generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program.  The project will 
require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report, and 
a copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting.  The first public meeting was held January 
16, 2012 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies.  

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 17, 2012, between 6pm and 8pm, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith 
Boulevard, Egypt, ON L0E 1N0.  The attached notice provides more information on this event and will 
appear in the Georgina Advocate on July 12, 2012.  This notice is being distributed in accordance with 
Sections 15(1)(b) and 16(5) of the Regulation.  If there is a newspaper serving your community, we 



 

 

 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

would be pleased to publish the upcoming notice in that paper to better notify members of the 
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation community.  Please inform us of any opportunities to do so. 

In accordance with Section 16(5)(c)(d) of the Regulation, the following REA draft documents (which 
make up the REA package) are being provided to you in paper copy:  

 Project Description Report  

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment   

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment  
 
Additional copies of the REA package or individual reports can be provided in both hard copy and 
electronic forms (e.g., CD) should you request them.  These documents will also be available online at: 
www.goldlightsolar.com.  Furthermore, as per Section 17(1), a summary of each of the REA documents 
above has been provided along with the full reports. 

GoldLight LP is again requesting any information that your community feels should be considered in the 
planning of this project.  In particular, please provide any information that your community may have 
regarding potential adverse impacts of the project on constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty 
rights and recommendations for measures to mitigate these adverse impacts.  

The following Aboriginal communities have been identified as potentially having an interest in the 
project: 

 Beausoleil First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation  

 Georgian Bay Métis Council  

 Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  

 Métis Nation of Ontario  
 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/


 

 

 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

GoldLight LP has no specific information with regard to potentially adverse effects that the project could 
have on the constitutional and/or treaty rights of the above-noted Aboriginal communities.  We 
continue to be available to meet with a representative of your community to present the project and 
results of the REA process, as well as to learn about your interests and potential concerns. 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
 
Best Regards,  

 
 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attachs: Summary of draft REA Documents 
  One (1) complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement 
 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/


 

 

 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 12, 2012 
 
 
President Gary Lipinski 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
500 Old St. Patrick Street, Unit D 
Ottawa, ON   K1N 9G4 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for GoldLight Solar 

Power Project 
 
Dear President Lipinski: 
 
As you are aware, a solar farm is proposed to be developed near Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina and 
the Region of York, Ontario.  The renewable energy facility will be known as GoldLight and will have a 
maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW).  As an update to the reports and 
documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority 
ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still 
maintains a minority ownership stake in this project.  Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of 
the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility.  
SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as 
needed.  This announcement represents a continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and 
SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several solar projects in Ontario.  

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 
generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program. The project will 
require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report, and 
a copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting.  The first public meeting was held 
January 16, 2012 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies.    

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 17, 2012, between 6pm and 8pm, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith 
Boulevard, Egypt, ON L0E 1N0.  The attached notice provides more information on this event and will 
appear in the Georgina Advocate on July 12, 2012.  This notice is being distributed in accordance with 
Sections 15(1)(b) and 16(5) of the Regulation.  If there is a newspaper serving your community, we 
would be pleased to publish the upcoming notice in that paper to better notify members of the Métis 
Nation of Ontario community.  Please inform us of any opportunities to do so. 



 

 

 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

In accordance with Section 16(5)(c)(d) of the Regulation, the following REA draft documents (which 
make up the REA package) are being provided to you in paper copy:  

 Project Description Report  

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment  
 
Additional copies of the REA package or individual reports can be provided in both hard copy and 
electronic forms (e.g., CD) should you request them.  These documents will also be available online at: 
www.goldlightsolar.com.  Furthermore, as per Section 17(1), a summary of each of the REA documents 
above has been provided along with the full reports. 

GoldLight LP is again requesting any information that your community feels should be considered in the 
planning of this project.  In particular, please provide any information that your community may have 
regarding potential adverse impacts of the project on constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty 
rights and recommendations for measures to mitigate these adverse impacts.  

The following Aboriginal communities have been identified as potentially having an interest in the 
project: 

 Beausoleil First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation  

 Georgian Bay Métis Council  

 Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  

 Métis Nation of Ontario  
 

GoldLight LP has no specific information with regard to potentially adverse effects that the project could 
have on the constitutional and/or treaty rights of the above-noted Aboriginal communities.  We 
continue to be available to meet with a representative of your community to present the project and 
results of the REA process, as well as to learn about your interests and potential concerns. 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
 
Best Regards, 

 
 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attachs: Summary of draft REA Documents 
  One (1) complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement 
 

cc:  Melanie Paradis, Director of Land, Resources and Consultation, Métis Nation of Ontario 
(excluding attachments)  

 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 12, 2012 
 
 
Chief Roland Monague 
Beausoleil First Nation 
11 Ogemaa Miikaan 
Christian Island, ON   L9M 0A9 
  
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for GoldLight Solar 

Power Project 
 
Dear Chief Monague: 
 
As you are aware, a solar farm is proposed to be developed near Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina and 
the Region of York, Ontario.  The renewable energy facility will be known as GoldLight and will have a 
maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW).  As an update to the reports and 
documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority 
ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still 
maintains a minority ownership stake in this project.  Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of 
the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility.  
SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as 
needed.  This announcement represents a continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and 
SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several solar projects in Ontario.  

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 
generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program. The project will 
require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report, and 
a copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting.  The first public meeting was held 
January 16, 2012 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies.    

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 17, 2012, between 6pm and 8pm, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith 
Boulevard, Egypt, ON L0E 1N0.  The attached notice provides more information on this event and will 
appear in the Georgina Advocate on July 12, 2012.  This notice is being distributed in accordance with 
Sections 15(1)(b) and 16(5) of the Regulation.  If there is a newspaper serving your community, we 
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would be pleased to publish the upcoming notice in that paper to better notify members of the 
Beausoleil First Nation community.  Please inform us of any opportunities to do so. 

In accordance with Section 16(5)(c)(d) of the Regulation, the following REA draft documents (which 
make up the REA package) are being provided to you in paper copy:  

 Project Description Report  

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment  
 
Additional copies of the REA package or individual reports can be provided in both hard copy and 
electronic forms (e.g., CD) should you request them.  These documents will also be available online at: 
www.goldlightsolar.com.  Furthermore, as per Section 17(1), a summary of each of the REA documents 
above has been provided along with the full reports. 

GoldLight LP is again requesting any information that your community feels should be considered in the 
planning of this project.  In particular, please provide any information that your community may have 
regarding potential adverse impacts of the project on constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty 
rights and recommendations for measures to mitigate these adverse impacts.  

The following Aboriginal communities have been identified as potentially having an interest in the 
project: 

 Beausoleil First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation  

 Georgian Bay Métis Council  

 Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  

 Métis Nation of Ontario  
 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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GoldLight LP has no specific information with regard to potentially adverse effects that the project could 
have on the constitutional and/or treaty rights of the above-noted Aboriginal communities.  We 
continue to be available to meet with a representative of your community to present the project and 
results of the REA process as well as to learn about your interests and potential concerns. 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
 
Best Regards, 

 
 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attachs: Summary of draft REA Documents 
  One (1) complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 12, 2012 
 
 
Chief Kris Nahrgang  
Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  
P.O. Box 1432 
Lakefield, ON  K0L 2H0 
 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for GoldLight Solar 

Power Project 
 
Dear Chief Nahrgang: 
 
As you are aware, a solar farm is proposed to be developed near Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina and 
the Region of York, Ontario.  The renewable energy facility will be known as GoldLight and will have a 
maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW).  As an update to the reports and 
documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority 
ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still 
maintains a minority ownership stake in this project.  Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of 
the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility.  
SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as 
needed.  This announcement represents a continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and 
SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several solar projects in Ontario.  

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 
generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program. The project will 
require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report, and 
a copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting.  The first public meeting was held 
January 16, 2012 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies.    

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 17, 2012, between 6pm and 8pm, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith 
Boulevard, Egypt, ON L0E 1N0.  The attached notice provides more information on this event and will 
appear in the Georgina Advocate on July 12, 2012.  This notice is being distributed in accordance with 
Sections 15(1)(b) and 16(5) of the Regulation.  If there is a newspaper serving your community, we 
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would be pleased to publish the upcoming notice in that paper to better notify members of the 
Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation community.  Please inform us of any opportunities to do so. 
 
In accordance with Section 16(5)(c)(d) of the Regulation, the following REA draft documents (which 
make up the REA package) are being provided to you in paper copy:  

 Project Description Report  

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment  
 
Additional copies of the REA package or individual reports can be provided in both hard copy and 
electronic forms (e.g., CD) should you request them.  These documents will also be available online at: 
www.goldlightsolar.com.  Furthermore, as per Section 17(1), a summary of each of the REA documents 
above has been provided along with the full reports. 

GoldLight LP is again requesting any information that your community feels should be considered in the 
planning of this project.  In particular, please provide any information that your community may have 
regarding potential adverse impacts of the project on constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty 
rights and recommendations for measures to mitigate these adverse impacts.  

The following Aboriginal communities have been identified as potentially having an interest in the 
project: 

 Beausoleil First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation  

 Georgian Bay Métis Council  

 Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  

 Métis Nation of Ontario  
 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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GoldLight LP has no specific information with regard to potentially adverse effects that the project could 
have on the constitutional and/or treaty rights of the above-noted Aboriginal communities.  We 
continue to be available to meet with a representative of your community to present the project and 
results of the REA process as well as to learn about your interests and potential concerns. 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
 
Best Regards, 

 
 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attach:  Summary of draft REA Documents 
  One (1) complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement 
 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 12, 2012 
 
 
Chief Sharon Stinson Henry   
Chippewas of Rama First Nation  
5884 Rama Road, Suite 200 
Rama, ON   L3V 6H6 
  
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for GoldLight Solar 

Power Project 
 
Dear Chief Stinson Henry: 
 
As you are aware, a solar farm is proposed to be developed near Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina and 
the Region of York, Ontario.   The renewable energy facility will be known as GoldLight and will have a 
maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW).  As an update to the reports and 
documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority 
ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still 
maintains a minority ownership stake in this project. Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of 
the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility. 
SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as 
needed. This announcement represents a continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and 
SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several solar projects in Ontario.  

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 
generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program.  The project will 
require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report, and 
a copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting.  The first public meeting was held 
January 16, 2012 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies.    

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 17, 2012, between 6pm and 8pm, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith 
Boulevard, Egypt, ON L0E 1N0.  The attached notice provides more information on this event and will 
appear in the Georgina Advocate on July 12, 2012.  This notice is being distributed in accordance with 
Sections 15(1)(b) and 16(5) of the Regulation. If there is a newspaper serving your community, we would 
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be pleased to publish the upcoming notice in that paper to better notify members of the Chippewas of 
Rama First Nation community.  Please inform us of any opportunities to do so. 
 
In accordance with Section 16(5)(c)(d) of the Regulation, the following REA draft documents (which 
make up the REA package) are being provided to you in paper copy:  

 Project Description Report  

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment 

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment  
 
Additional copies of the REA package or individual reports can be provided in both hard copy and 
electronic forms (e.g., CD) should you request them.  These documents will also be available online at: 
www.goldlightsolar.com.  Furthermore, as per Section 17(1), a summary of each of the REA documents 
above has been provided along with the full reports. 

GoldLight LP is again requesting any information that your community feels should be considered in the 
planning of this project.  In particular, please provide any information that your community may have 
regarding potential adverse impacts of the project on constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty 
rights and recommendations for measures to mitigate these adverse impacts.  

The following Aboriginal communities have been identified as potentially having an interest in the 
project: 

 Beausoleil First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation  

 Georgian Bay Métis Council  

 Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  

 Métis Nation of Ontario  
 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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GoldLight LP has no specific information with regard to potentially adverse effects that the project could 
have on the constitutional and/or treaty rights of the above-noted Aboriginal communities.  We 
continue to be available to meet with a representative of your community to present the project and 
results of the REA process as well as to learn about your interests and potential concerns. 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 
 
Best Regards, 

 
 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attachs: Summary of draft REA Documents 
  One (1) complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement 
 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 12, 2012 
 
 
President Michael Duquette  
Georgian Bay Métis Council  
355 Cranston Crescent, P.O. Box 4 
Midland, ON   L4R 4K6 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for GoldLight Solar 

Power Project 
 
Dear President Duquette: 
 
As you are aware, a solar farm is proposed to be developed near Pefferlaw, in the Town of Georgina and 
the Region of York, Ontario.  The renewable energy facility will be known as GoldLight and will have a 
maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW).  As an update to the reports and 
documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority 
ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still 
maintains a minority ownership stake in this project.  Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of 
the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility.  
SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as 
needed.  This announcement represents a continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and 
SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several solar projects in Ontario.  

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 
generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program.  The project will 
require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report and a 
copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting. The first public meeting was held 
January 16, 2012 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies.  

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 17, 2012, between 6 pm and 8 pm, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith 
Boulevard, Egypt, ON L0E 1N0.  The attached notice provides more information on this event and will 
appear in the Georgina Advocate on July 12, 2012.  If there is a newspaper serving your community, we 
would be pleased to publish the upcoming notice in that paper to better notify members of the 
Georgian Bay Métis Council community.  Please inform us of any opportunities to do so. 
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In accordance with Section 16(5)(c)(d) of the Regulation, the following REA draft documents (which 
make up the REA package) are being provided to you in paper copy:  
 

 Project Description Report 

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Stage 1 & 2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening 

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 
 
Additional copies of the REA package or individual reports can be provided in both hard copy and 
electronic forms (e.g., CD) should you request them.  These documents will also be available online at 
www.goldlightsolar.com. Furthermore, as per Section 17(1), a summary of each of the REA documents 
above has been provided along with the full reports.  

GoldLight LP is again requesting any information that your community feels should be considered in the 
planning of this project.  In particular, please provide any information that your community may have 
regarding potential adverse impacts of the project on constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty 
rights and recommendations for measures to mitigate these adverse impacts.  

The following Aboriginal communities have been identified as potentially having an interest in the 
project: 

 Beausoleil First Nation 

 Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation  

 Chippewas of Rama First Nation  

 Georgian Bay Métis Council  

 Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation  

 Métis Nation of Ontario  
 
GoldLight LP has no specific information with regard to potentially adverse effects that the project could 
have on the constitutional and/or treaty rights of the above-noted Aboriginal communities.  We 
continue to be available to meet with a representative of your community to present the project and 
results of the REA process, as well as to learn about your interests and potential concerns. 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 
Best Regards, 

 
 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attachs: Summary of draft REA Documents 
  One (1) complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Notice of REA Draft Release and Notice of Second Public Meeting 
  Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement  
 
   
 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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1. Introduction 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc., acting on behalf of GoldLight LP, proposes to develop a solar facility 

with a maximum name plate capacity of approximately 10 megawatts (MW), located near Pefferlaw, 

in the Town of Georgina and the Region of York, Ontario.   The renewable energy facility will be 

known as GoldLight and will be rated as a Class 3 Solar Facility. Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. is 

coordinating and managing the approvals process for GoldLight LP.  GoldLight LP has received a 

contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity generated by this 

renewable facility through the province‟s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program (enabled by the Green Energy 

and Green Economy Act, 2009).  The project will require a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) as per 

Ontario Regulation 359/09 under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

This Summary of Draft REA Reports, along with copies of the full reports in hard copy, are being made 

available for Aboriginal Communities to review and provide comments prior to public release, the 

second public meeting and the final REA submission to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment 

(MOE). The reports summarized in this document (and making up the draft REA release) include: 

 Project Description Report 

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment (4 reports) 

 Water Assessment  

 Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening 

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 

 Supporting Documents 

 

For Class 3 Solar Facilities, activities under REA include Aboriginal, public, municipal and agency 

consultation in order to provide information on the project to these groups and obtain feedback.  

All consultation activities will be documented in the Consultation Report, which will be submitted to 

the MOE as part of the final REA application package. 

In accordance with Sections 16, 17 and 18 of O. Reg. 359/09, these draft documents must be made 

available  for Aboriginal, municipal and public review.  The local municipality (Town of Georgina) 
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and the upper-tier municipality (Region of York) are provided with draft reports at least 90 days 

prior to the second public meeting.  Aboriginal Communities are provided with the draft reports at 

least 60 days prior to the second Public Meeting, but prior to release of the documents to the public 

(also at least 60 days prior to the second public meeting).  These reports will also be made available 

on the Proponent‟s website 60 days before the second public meeting is held, at 

www.goldlightsolar.com.   

A summary of each document must also be prepared and sent to the Aboriginal Communities, 

which is the main purpose of this Summary of Draft REA Reports.  

Table 1: Summary of Reports Prepared for the REA 

Section 
 

Report Title Purpose of Report 

4 Project Description 

Report (PDR) 

The PDR is a summary or overview document for the project, 
which provides a description of the project location, project 
information, potential environmental effects and benefits of the 
Project.  

5 Construction Plan 

Report 

This report includes a description of the following: construction 
activities; location and timing of the construction; potential 
negative effects that might be incurred during construction; and 
mitigation and monitoring measures to be implemented to 
avoid/minimize the identified effects. 

6 Design and 

Operations Report 

This report describes the layout of the project through site plans 

showing all project components and their locations and outlines 

operations and maintenance activities.  It also provides an 

Environmental Effects Monitoring Plan and Emergency Response 

and Communications Plans.  

7 Decommissioning 

Plan Report 

This report includes a description of the activities that are to be 
undertaken during decommissioning of the Project including: 
procedures to dismantle the facility; site restoration activities; and 
procedures for waste management. 

8 Natural Heritage 

Assessment (Records 

Review, Site 

Investigation, 

Evaluation of 

Significance and 

Environmental Impact 

Study) 

The Natural Heritage Assessment includes a description of the 

natural heritage features in the project area (e.g. woodlands and 

wildlife habitat) and demonstration that required REA setbacks 

from significant natural features have been met or all 

environmental effects have been addressed through appropriate 

mitigation and monitoring measures.  The Natural Heritage 

Assessment is comprised of four (4) separate reports, which 

include the Records Review, Site Investigation, Evaluation of 

Significance and the Environmental Impact Study Reports. 

http://www.goldlightsolar.com/
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Section 
 

Report Title Purpose of Report 

9 Water Assessment 

Report (Records 

Review and Site 

Investigation)  

These reports provide a description of the water bodies in the 

project location and demonstrate that the required REA setbacks 

from water features have been met or that appropriate mitigation 

and monitoring is recommended. 

10 Stage 1 and 2 

Archaeological 

Assessment 

This report documents the results of a desktop review to identify 

any archaeological potential in the project location and a site 

investigation, which confirms whether there is any archaeological 

potential.  The Assessments were conducted in accordance with 

the Ontario Heritage Act and using the Ministry of Culture‟s Draft 

Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists. 

11 Cultural Heritage 

Screening 

As per the requirements of the REA process, potential negative 

effects to cultural heritage resources and protected properties must 

be considered by the proponent. The Cultural Heritage Screening 

addresses these potential effects and the requirements of Sections 

19, 20 and 23(1) of the Regulation. It provides a summary of 

research undertaken and matters addressed in consideration of 

these resources and properties. 

12 Cultural Heritage 

Assessment 

As per the requirements of the REA process, potential negative 

effects to cultural heritage resources and protected properties must 

be considered by the proponent. The Cultural heritage Assessment 

addresses the cultural heritage features identified in the Cultural 

Heritage Screening, and fulfils the requirements of Section 23 of the 

Regulation. It provides a summary mitigation measures that were 

recommended to address potential impacts to cultural heritage 

features considered to be of value or interest. 

13 Noise Study Report This report provides a description of the noise modeling results to 

demonstrate that the renewable energy facility will meet MOE 

specified noise levels. 

 

A Letter of Confirmation from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) based on their review 

of the Natural Heritage Assessment, is included at the beginning of that report, a letter of clearance 

from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, based on their review of the Archaeological 

Assessment, is included at the beginning of the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment. 
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2. The Proponent 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. is managing and coordinating the approvals process for GoldLight 

LP. Canadian Solar is an experienced developer, owner and operator of power generation and 

energy delivery assets. Company activities include developing, building, owning and operating 

renewable energy facilities. Canadian Solar strives to satisfy various environmental approval 

requirements and obtain regulatory approvals that vary depending on the jurisdiction, project 

capacity and site location. In addition, GoldLight LP and Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. are building 

long-term relationships with the communities that host their projects and are committed to the 

health and welfare of the Town of Georgina and the Region of York, Ontario.   

Contact information for the proponent is as follows: 

Full Name of Company: GoldLight LP  

Prime Contact: Mark Feenstra 

Address: 545 Speedvale Ave. W., Guelph, Ontario, N1K 1E6 

Telephone: 519-837-1881 x2342 

Fax: 519-837-2550 

Email: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 

Dillon Consulting Limited (Dillon) is the consultant responsible for the preparation of REA-related 

reports for GoldLight.  The contact at Dillon is: 

Full Name of Company: Dillon Consulting Limited 

Prime Contact: Katharine Myrans, REA Project Coordinator 

Address: 235 Yorkland Boulevard, Suite 800, Toronto, Ontario, M2J 4Y8 

Telephone: (416) 229-4647 ext 2381 

Fax: (416) 229-4692 

Email: kmyrans@dillon.ca   

 

  

mailto:kmyrans@dillon.ca
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3. Project Location 

The proposed Class 3 Solar Facility is located at 7130 Old Homestead Road, approximately 8 

kilometres from the community of Pefferlaw. Figure 1 shows the general location of the project in 

Ontario.  The project location covers part of Lots 8 and 9, Concession 5, in the Town of Georgina 

and consists of 38.17 hectares of privately owned land (leased by the proponent) with geographic 

coordinates (centroids) as follows: 

 Latitude: 44° 17‟ 26.06” N  

 Longitude: 79° 17‟ 47.95” W  

 “Project location” is defined in Ontario Regulation 359/09 to be “a part of land and all or part of any 

building or structure in, on or over which a person is engaging in or proposes to engage in the 

project”. Thus, Figure 2 shows the project location, as defined in Ontario Regulation 359/09, to be 

the outer boundary (as defined by the perimeter fence and access road) within which all project 

components are located. It also identifies natural features and water bodies within 300 metres (based 

on the Natural Heritage Assessment and Water Assessment Records Review and Site Investigation Reports). The 

layout of the project components is provided in Figure 3.  
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Figure 1:  General Location of GoldLightin Ontario                    
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4. Project Description Report 

The draft Project Description Report (PDR) is a project summary document that provides an overview 

of the proposed project. It discusses project location, components, activities and potential negative 

environmental effects.  It is a summary of the other documents prepared in support of the REA 

application. 

Project Location 

See Section 3 above. 

Project Information, Components and Activities 

The land is privately owned and will be leased to the proponent, GoldLight LP. The legal 

description for the property is: Part Lot 8, Concession 5, Georgina, Part W1/2 Lot 9, Concession 5, 

Georgina as in R215103, Town of Georgina, Region of York. 

The primary source of energy that will be used to generate electricity will be the kinetic solar energy 

of moving photons, which will be converted to electrons by the solar PV cells. This will create direct 

current (DC) electricity which will be inverted to AC at the project location.  

PV panels will be the technology used to convert solar energy into electricity. With exposure to 

sunlight, the solar modules convert solar radiation into direct current (DC) electricity through a PV 

process. The PV process occurs when the energy from the sunlight is transferred to semiconductors 

contained in the modules. DC electricity generated from the panels will be collected and converted 

into AC electricity by inverters. From the inverter units, the electricity will be sent to the step-up 

substation transformer where it will be metered and sent to the local distribution system. 

Details about the project components, both temporary and permanent, that make up the solar 

facility are provided in Section 5.4 of the PDR and include: 

 solar modules and mounting system;  

 inverters, transformers and electrical collection system; 

 access roads; 

 perimeter fence, communications tower and lighting; 

 temporary construction area and permanent parking; 

 water crossings (none anticipated); and  

 other equipment.    
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The location of these components is shown in Figure 3. Technical specifications are available in 

Appendix A of the draft Design and Operations Report. 

Project activities include: 

 construction; 

 operations and maintenance; and 

 decommissioning. 

These activities are summarized under sections 5, 6 and 7 below, and details are available in the draft 

Construction Plan Report, draft Design and Operations Report, and draft Decommissioning Plan Report. 

Environmental Effects 

A summary of potential effects that may result from the construction, installation, operation, 

maintenance and decommissioning of the renewable energy facility at the project location and within 

300 metres are identified in the REA reports (and summarized under sections 5 through 12 below). 

Mitigation and/or monitoring measures to address potential negative environmental effects to 

natural features, water bodies, cultural heritage and archaeological features, provincial and local 

infrastructure, land uses, public health and safety and land use plan areas are also described in the 

REA reports (and summarized under Sections 5 through 12 below) regarding: 

 cultural heritage and archaeological resources; 

 natural heritage resources; 

 water bodies; 

 air, odour, and dust; 

 noise; 

 land use and resources; 

 provincial and local infrastructure; 

 public health and safety; and 

 areas protected under Provincial plans and policies. 

Benefits of the Project 

The generation of power from solar energy will displace approximately 10 MW AC of electricity that 

otherwise may have been generated by fossil fuel burning or non-renewable power plants. As a 

result the energy generated will not contribute to climate change or emissions-related health impacts. 
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A further benefit is that local jobs will be created, especially during the construction phase. The 

project supports the goals of the Province‟s Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009. 
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5. Construction Report 

GoldLight LP proposes to develop a solar facility with a maximum name plate capacity of 

approximately 10 megawatts (MW) alternating current (AC), located near Pefferlaw, in the Town of 

Georgina and the Region of York, Ontario. Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. is coordinating and 

managing the approvals process for GoldLight LP.  The renewable energy facility will be known as 

GoldLight and will be rated as a Class 3 Solar Facility. 

This draft Construction Plan Report provides detailed information on the installation of all project 

components, related potential negative environmental effects within 300 metres of the project 

location (as they relate to construction activities and temporary facility components) and mitigation 

and/or monitoring measures with respect to those negative environmental effects. 

Construction activities are anticipated to take approximately six to nine months and are targeted to 

begin in the spring of 2013. Major activities during the construction phase include: surveying and 

staking of project location; clearing, ground leveling, compacting and grading; drainage and erosion 

control; installation of perimeter fence and security lighting; construction of access roads; installation 

of temporary power; delineation of temporary storage and construction areas and installation of 

temporary facilities; construction of foundations; installation of supports, racking and PV modules; 

installation of wiring and inverters/transformers; remediation and clean-up of work areas; site 

landscaping and vegetation planting; and, testing and commissioning.   

The construction phase of any major project such as this has the potential for adverse effects on the 

environment.  As part of the construction program, industry practices and procedures will be 

implemented. These practices will include policies regarding the management of any excavated 

material, erosion, sediment, noise, dust control, the handling of wastes, on-site safety management 

and emergency response procedures. To minimize the potential for environmental effects during the 

construction phase, the contractor will be made aware of the environmental management 

commitments made for the project. After all major construction activities are completed, work areas 

will be cleaned up and, with the exception of permanent structures, returned to their pre-

construction condition. All construction related waste and excess materials brought to the site will 

be removed and reused, recycled, or disposed of as applicable by a licensed contractor in accordance 

with provincial guidelines.  
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The Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessments identified two archaeological sites of value or 

interest on the property, one within the project location and one within 120 meters of the project 

location. Both are subject to a Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment prior to any development of the 

property (see the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessments). Construction activities at the project 

location have the potential to cause negative effects on the archaeological finds by altering, 

disrupting and/or destroying historic materials. 

Based on the results of the Cultural Heritage Self Assessment, the project location does not fall within or 

adjacent to a protected property and no identified cultural heritage resources fall within the project 

location and no negative impacts are anticipated. However, the self assessment identified potential 

built heritage features abutting the project location and a full Cultural Heritage Assessment was 

conducted along with a Visual Assessment. These assessments determined that there will be no 

direct impacts to the cultural heritage features and minimal indirect impact. 

Sufficient fieldwork and data collection was performed to assist in the determination of potential 

construction effects to natural heritage features.  Various mitigation measures to manage these 

potential effects have been identified in the Natural Heritage Assessment Environmental Impact Study.  

Significant adverse effects from construction activity to the natural environment will be avoided 

through careful facility layout planning, the application of appropriate mitigation measures, and 

adherence to all regulatory requirements. 

There are no Provincial Parks or Conservation Reserves within 120 metres of the project location.  

In addition, the project has been developed to retain the significance of all natural features identified 

and mitigates any effects that will occur.  Of the natural features evaluated to be significant, the 

layout of the project will allow for the persistence of all these natural features after this project is 

constructed and operational.  

Impacts from the construction of the project on water bodies are expected to be negligible after 

appropriate mitigation measures are implemented as necessary.  No solar photovoltaic (PV) panels 

or transformer substation will be located within 30 metres of the average annual high water mark of 

a water body. 

Other temporary potential negative effects of construction include: increased dust and noise in the 

vicinity of construction activities; increased traffic and damage to roads; and, health and safety risks 

related to the use of heavy machinery. Dust levels are not anticipated to be considerably higher than 

those achieved during current agricultural operations and roads will be watered as needed. 

Construction will occur in accordance with local noise By-laws.  A perimeter fence will protect the 
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public from potential hazards on the construction-site and Emergency Response and 

Communications Plans will be implemented as necessary. 

The overall conclusion of the Construction Plan Report is that this project can be constructed without 

any significant adverse residual effects to the natural or social environment.  
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6. Design and Operations Report 

GoldLight LP proposes to develop a solar facility with a maximum name plate capacity of 

approximately 10 megawatts (MW) alternating current (AC), located near Pefferlaw, in the Town of 

Georgina and the Region of York, Ontario. Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. is coordinating and 

managing the approvals process for GoldLight LP.  The renewable energy facility will be known as 

GoldLight and will be rated as a Class 3 Solar Facility. 

This draft Design and Operations Report (DOR) discusses the potential for environmental effects as 

they relate to permanent facility components and their operations within 300 metres of the project 

location. The report provides a detailed site plan, facility design plan and facility operations plan. An 

Environmental Effects Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (EEMMP) and Emergency Response and 

Communications Plans (ERCPs) will cover the life of the proposed project from construction 

through to decommissioning. 

Site plans detail the location of facility components, natural features, noise receptors, land uses, 

setbacks and other features in accordance with Table 1 of Ontario Regulation 359/09. The layout of 

project components has been designed to minimize the footprint of GoldLight and potential 

negative environmental effects. A Noise Study Report for the project determined that the operation of 

the facility will meet or exceed all requirements set out by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment. 

Noise mitigation will be implemented for inverters and transformers as needed.  

The Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessments identified two archaeological sites of value or 

interest on the property, one within the project location and one within 120 meters of the project 

location. Both are subject to a Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment prior to any development of the 

property (see the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessments). Based on the results of the Cultural 

Heritage Self Assessment, the project location does not fall within or adjacent to a protected property 

and no identified cultural heritage resources fall within the project location and no negative impacts 

are anticipated. However, the self assessment identified potential built heritage features abutting the 

project location and a full Cultural Heritage Assessment was conducted along with a Visual Assessment. 

These assessments determined that there will be no direct impacts to the cultural heritage features 

and minimal indirect impact. 

The project location for GoldLight falls within areas subject to land use plans. Specifically, the 

project falls within the Greenbelt Protected Countryside, Greenbelt Natural Heritage System and 

Lake Simcoe Watershed.  
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The project falls within lands zoned by the Town of Georgina as „Rural‟. Surrounding lands are also 

zoned as „Rural‟ with some „Industrial‟ to the northwest and the solar facility will temporarily alter 

the land use. It is expected that the project location will be returned to its former land use, or to a 

future anticipated land use, at the time of decommissioning.  

The project has been developed to retain the significance of all natural features identified and 

mitigates negative environmental effects that will occur. Of the natural features evaluated to be 

significant or assumed to be provincially significant, the layout of the project will allow for the 

persistence of all these natural features after the project is constructed and operational. Given the 

topography and location of GoldLight, it is not anticipated that significant ongoing stormwater 

management activities will be required during operation of the facility. GoldLight LP commits to 

maintaining the existing off-site drainage patterns and conditions at the project location.  A 

stormwater management plan will be prepared prior to construction.  No hazardous materials will be 

stored on-site with the exception of oil for transformers, which will be adequately contained.   

Major facility components include: solar modules and mounting systems; inverters; transformers; 

substation; above- and below-ground electrical collection system; noise barriers; access roads; 

perimeter fence; communications tower; lighting; and temporary construction laydown area.   

GoldLight will operate year round and generate electricity during daylight hours only.  The facility 

will be continuously monitored and managed remotely using an online system that will track 

performance in real time and identify any problems that may occur. Minimal on-site activity is 

required for daily operation and there will be no permanent on-site employees. The project will be 

scheduled for maintenance as needed. Typically, maintenance includes checking the structures and 

connections and ground conditions. It is anticipated that the PV panels will be washed with water 

only as required. Additional maintenance or service may be required for issues such as equipment 

damage or malfunction; however, this is not anticipated to be a common occurrence. Site 

inspections for all project components will occur on an as-needed basis.  

An Emergency Communications Plan will be included in the Emergency Response Plan and will 

provide key contact information for relevant responders, regulators, landowners and other 

stakeholders. It will contain a description of the chain of communications between GoldLight LP 

and relevant responders under emergency scenarios applicable to the project.  

The overall conclusion of this Design and Operations Report is that this project can be operated without 

any significant adverse residual effects to the natural or social environment.  
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7. Decommissioning Plan Report 

GoldLight LP proposes to develop a solar facility with a maximum name plate capacity of 

approximately 10 megawatts (MW) alternating current (AC), located near Pefferlaw, in the Town of 

Georgina and the Region of York, Ontario. Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. is coordinating and 

managing the approvals process for GoldLight LP.  The renewable energy facility will be known as 

GoldLight and will be rated as a Class 3 Solar Facility. 

This draft Decommissioning Plan Report (DPR) provides an overview of all activities that will occur 

during the decommissioning phase of GoldLight, as well as all activities related to the restoration of 

land and water, and the management of excess materials and waste.  

Decommissioning of the facility will include disconnection of the facility from the electrical grid and 

the removal of all facility components, including: 

 photovoltaic modules, racking and supports;  

 inverters, substation, transformers and other electrical equipment;   

 access roads; 

 underground cables, communication tower, perimeter fence; and, 

 concrete foundations. 

Decommissioning activities, particularly the removal of project components and grading, could 

cause negative environmental effects similar to those of the construction phase. Potential negative 

environmental effects will be mitigated through the measures outlined in the Environmental Effects 

Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (EEMMP) (see Appendix D of the Design and Operations Report).  

During the decommissioning of the solar facility, a variety of materials and wastes will be generated. 

Where possible, materials will be reused or recycled. Waste materials for disposal will be removed by 

a licensed contractor and transported to an MOE-approved facility. Recyclable materials will be 

transported off-site by truck and managed at appropriate facilities in accordance with provincial 

waste management regulations.  

It is not anticipated that any waste materials will be left on-site with the possible exception of 

foundations or steel piles broken off below 1.2 metres in depth and/or disconnected underground 

electrical wires buried below 1 metre in depth. 
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The current project location is primarily used for agricultural production of row crops and contains 

a woodland and meadow. Based on the zoning By-law and current land use it is assumed that the 

probable future use of the project location after decommissioning will be agricultural. However, this 

will be confirmed six months prior to decommissioning to ensure that restoring the land to its 

current land use remains the most appropriate action. Restoration will include re-grading of the land 

as appropriate to maintain natural drainage patterns and the planting of vegetation suitable for 

erosion/sediment control and soil fertility. 

GoldLight LP will ensure that the decommissioning stage of the project is carried out in accordance 

with Renewable Energy Approval (REA) requirements and with the measures and practices 

described in this report along with best management practices. Permits will be obtained as required 

and notification will be given to stakeholders prior to decommissioning. 

This decommissioning plan is based on current best management practices and procedures. These 

procedures may be subject to revision based on new standards and emergent best management 

practices at the time of decommissioning. The plan will be updated six months prior to the start of 

decommissioning and will be re-evaluated to ensure that decommissioning is safe, beneficial to the 

environment and to the landowner(s). It is the overall conclusion of the Decommissioning Plan Report 

that the decommissioning of GoldLight will be conducted in such a manner as to ensure that there 

will be no significant negative environmental effects as a result of the project.  
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8. Natural Heritage Assessment Reports 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc., acting on behalf of GoldLight LP is proposing to develop a 10 MW 

Class 3 Solar Farm to be known as GoldLight.  In support of the Renewable Energy Approval, 

GoldLight LP has undertaken a Natural Heritage Assessment Records Review, Site Investigation, 

Evaluation of Significance and Environmental Impact Study to identify natural features within the 

project location and lands within 120 metres.  Through background review of applicable data and 

records, consultation and field studies, various natural features were identified.  These include: 

 Vachell Provincially Significant Wetland Complex; 

 1 unevaluated southern wetland; 

 1 woodland area; and, 

 Candidate wildlife habitat including: 

o Raptor winter feeding and roosting area; 

o Amphibian breeding habitat; 

o Turtle Over-wintering Areas; 

o Habitat for Species of Conservation Concern: Western Chorus Frog, Short-eared 

Owl, Rough-legged Hawk, Snapping Turtle; and, 

o Generalized Candidate Significant Wildlife Habitat within 120 metres. 

After these natural features were evaluated for significance using procedures and criteria approved 

by the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), the following determinations were made: 

 The unevaluated southern wetland was assumed to be provincially significant using the MNR‟s 

Rapid Assessment to determine wetland characteristics and ecological functions. 

 The one unit of woodland was determined to be significant based on size (298.39 ha), amount of 

interior habitat (54.81 ha) and its location adjacent to other significant natural features.   

 The raptor winter feeding and roosting area was evaluated as not significant.  Field surveys, 

supported by data reported through the Christmas Bird Count (CBC), indicated there are no 

concentrations of raptors consistently utilizing the area.  This determination of not significant 

also extends to Habitat for Rough-legged Hawks and Short-eared Owls. 

 The amphibian breeding habitat was evaluated to be not significant due to lack of species 

abundance or diversity  
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 One area was identified as candidate turtle over-wintering area during site investigation work.  

This mix of open water and field habitat will be treated as significant for turtles until appropriate 

studies are conducted in consultation with the MNR.  Habitat for Snapping Turtles (a Species of 

Conservation Concern) will be considered during the planned studies.  

 Various other forms of wildlife habitat have the potential to occur within 120 metres of the 

project location.  These wildlife habitats have been grouped together and mapped as Generalized 

Candidate Significant Wildlife Habitat based on guidance from the MNR.  The MNR has 

determined that the wildlife habitat that has been included in this group will not be impacted by 

the development and operation of a solar farm.   

Should the significance of natural features “treated as significant” be confirmed, mitigation measures 

outlined in the Environmental Impact Study will be implemented.   

Based on the results of this work, the proponents for GoldLight undertook a thorough review of 

constraints to development prior to delineating the final project location.  Based on the natural 

environment information collected, the project location was refined to avoid impacts to significant 

and/or sensitive natural heritage features.  The layout of the solar project has been developed to 

minimize its footprint and prioritized the protection of sensitive natural features.   

The potential negative environmental effects GoldLight may have on these significant natural 

features include: 

 Removal of 1.36 ha of irregularly-shaped woodland area from Woodland A; 

 Damage to revised woodland edge species through soil compaction and trenching where tree 

roots may occur; 

 Obstacle to wildlife movement after construction of perimeter security fence; 

 Avoidance of area by wildlife species; 

 Alteration of surface water flows to adjacent lands (quantity, quality, infiltrations, conveyance 

patterns and seasonality of water flow); 

 Soil mobilization resulting in sedimentation of adjacent habitat; 

 Disturbance/incidental mortality to wildlife species from project activities. 

In consideration of these potential environmental effects, mitigation measures have been proposed 

to minimize these effects and maintain the ecological integrity and functionality of these significant 

natural features.  Mitigation measures proposed include: 
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 Erosion and sediment control measures prior to site clearing and regularly maintained until the 

project is operational and vegetative ground cover is re-established; 

 Limit vegetation clearing outside of the core breeding period (May 1 to July 15) to avoid 

disturbance to breeding birds; if any vegetation clearing must occur during this period a qualified 

biologist will conduct nest searches prior to clearing; 

 Limit the use of heavy machinery within 5 m of the dripline of the woodland to prevent soil 

compaction; 

 Implement dust suppression measures as necessary during construction; 

 Check engines and machinery for reptiles prior to use; 

 Re-vegetate land with native grassland species or allow area to regenerate naturally; and, 

 Development and implementation of a grading and water flow management plan which 

maintains pre-construction surface water flows to adjacent lands (quantity, quality, infiltrations, 

conveyance patterns and seasonality of water flow). 

GoldLight has been developed to retain the significance of all natural features identified and 

mitigates any effects that will occur.  Of the natural features evaluated to be significant, the layout of 

the project will allow for the persistence of all these natural features after this project is constructed 

and operational. 
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9. Water Reports 

GoldLight LP is proposing to develop a 10 MW Class 3 Solar Farm to be known as GoldLight.  

SkyPower Limited is coordinating and managing the approvals process for GoldLight LP.  This  

report  is  intended  to  fulfill  the  requirements  for  the  Water  Assessment  Report according to 

Sections 30 and 31 of Ontario Regulation 359/09.  Various local, provincial and  federal  records  were  

reviewed  to  assess  the  current  understanding  of  water  bodies within 120 metres of the project 

location.  Following this, a site investigation was undertaken to  verify  the  accuracy  of  the  records  

review  and  to  amend  any  discrepancies  that  may have been observed.   

 The proposed GoldLight solar facility falls within the Black River – Lake Simcoe Tertiary 

Watershed 2EC, which drains into Georgian Bay on Lake Huron and includes the Severn River and 

Talbot River.  During the Records Review for water bodies, no records or mapping was provided by 

any agency to suggest water bodies occurred within the project location or the surrounding 120 

metres.  After a thorough site investigation was undertaken of the project location and adjacent 

lands, the determination made during the Records Review were confirmed.   

One small farm pond was observed within 120 metres of the project location.  This pond is not 

hydrologically connected to any other water bodies and is considered to be an artificial body of 

water.  It does not meet the definition of a water body under Ontario Regulation 359/09.  Therefore, 

within the project location and surrounding 120 metres there are no water bodies (i.e., permanent 

watercourses, intermittent watercourses, seepage areas or lakes), as defined by Ontario Regulation 

359/09.  Based on this, water crossings will not be required for this project.  Further, a Water Body 

Report, as outlined in Sections 39 and 40 of Ontario Regulation 359/09, is not required. 

 The proponents for this project will mitigate potential effects of the project on water bodies within 

300 metres of the project location by maintaining the ecological function of these features (e.g., 

surface water hydrology).     

The potential negative effects to water bodies within 300 metres of the project location may include: 

 Changes in natural drainage, including increased or decreased surface runoff; increased or 

decreased stream flows and redirection of surface flow  

 Limited potential for accidental spills or contamination of soil and/or surface runoff from 

equipment and machinery; 

 Runoff of contaminated soil and/or surface runoff may impact fish habitat and water quality of 

downstream receiving waters. 
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General mitigation measures proposed to minimize and/or eliminate negative environmental effects 

to water bodies within 300 metres of this project include: 

 An erosion and sediment control plan will be developed for the site and maintained through 

the construction and decommissioning phases of the project.  This plan will include standard 

erosion and sediment control measures such as silt fencing, erosion control blankets and/or 

hay bales, etc.; 

 Minimize changes in land contours and maintain natural drainage patterns where possible;  

 Develop grading and water flow management plans to emulate pre-construction conditions; 

 Efforts will be made to avoid tracking soil from the project location onto municipal roads; 

 Upon completion of project construction, the project location will be vegetated with a mix of 

native grasses and/or monitored to ensure land naturally re-vegetates within one growing 

season; and, 

 Spill containment structures associated with the transformer substation. 
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10. Archaeological Assessments 

Canadian Solar retained the services of Scarlett Janusas Archaeological and Heritage Consultation 

and Education (SJAHCE) and The Archaeologists Inc. to conduct a Stage 1 and 2 archaeological 

resource assessment on the proposed GoldLight project. The assessment was conducted in 

November 2011 and only a portion of the project location was subject to a Stage 2 by SJACHE, as 

poor field conditions halted the work. The Archaeologists Inc. was retained to complete the field 

work in April 2012. Background research determined that there were no registered archaeological 

finds within 1000 metres of the project location.   

During the Stage 2 assessment, SJACHE identified two archaeological find as having value or 

interest. SJAHCE recommended that the property be subject to a Stage 3 Archaeological 

Assessment prior to any development. The finds were post-contact and contained at least 20 

artefacts (mostly of metal, ceramics and glass) that date the period of use to before 1900. SJACHE 

also determined that further Stage 2 work was required in areas not assessed by SJACHE due to 

environmental conditions. 

The Stage 2 assessment by The Archaeologists Inc. examined the remaining sections of the project 

location not assessed by SJACHE and did not identify any additional archaeological finds requiring 

further assessment or mitigation of impacts. 

A clearance letter for the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment was received on June 19, 2012 

from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 

 

 

 

  



    GoldLight 
Summary of Draft REA Reports – July 2012 

 

 

                            

 
26 

11. Cultural Heritage Screening 

As per the requirements of the REA process, potential negative effects to cultural heritage resources 

and protected properties must be considered by the proponent. The draft Cultural Heritage Screening 

addresses these potential effects and the requirements of Sections 19 and 20 of Ontario Regulation 

359/09. It provides a summary of the research undertaken and matters addressed in consideration of 

these resources and properties. 

The 2011 guidance document prepared by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) 

entitled Protected Properties, Archaeological and Heritage Resources: An Information Bulletin for Applicants 

Addressing the Cultural Heritage Component of Projects Subject to Ontario Regulation 359/09 Renewable Energy 

Approvals,  has been used to guide the self-assessment.  Applicable checklists in this document have 

been completed and are included in the draft Cultural Heritage Screening.   

The screening identified potential built heritage features abutting the project location. Given this 

information, and as per Section 20(2) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 it is understood that a full Cultural 

Heritage Assessment under Section 23 is not necessary. Any unidentified features outside the project 

location would not be negatively impacted.   

  



    GoldLight 
Summary of Draft REA Reports – July 2012 

 

 

                            

 
27 

12. Cultural Heritage Assessment 

As per the requirements of the REA process, potential negative effects to cultural heritage resources 

and protected properties must be considered by the proponent. The Cultural Heritage Assessment 

addresses the cultural heritage features identified in the Cultural Heritage Screening, and fulfils the 

requirements of Section 23 of the Regulation. It provides a summary mitigation measures that were 

recommended to address potential impacts to cultural heritage features considered to be of value or 

interest. 

The Cultural Heritage Assessment determined that there will be no direct impacts to the cultural 

heritage features abutting the project location and minimal indirect impact. 

 There are no further recommendations with respect to the cultural heritage assessment of the 

GoldLight solar facility. Clearance was received from MTC for the Cultural Heritage Assessment on 

May 4, 2012. 
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13. Noise Study Report 

GoldLight LP proposes to develop a solar facility with a maximum name plate capacity of 

approximately 10 MW AC, located in the Town of Georgina and Region of York, 

Ontario.   GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the 

sale of electricity generated by this renewable facility through the province‟s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) 

program (enabled by the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009).  This Noise Study Report (NSR) 

is prepared for submission to the Ministry of the Environment as required under the Renewable 

Energy Approvals (REA) process as outlined in Ontario Regulation 359/09.   

This Noise Study Report (NSR) conforms to the guidelines for an Acoustic Assessment Report as 

defined in Ministry of Environment publication NPC-233 - Information to be Submitted for the Approval 

of Stationary Sources of Sound.  All procedures for this assessment were conducted in accordance with 

requirements of the NPC-233 and additional general directions provided by the Ontario Ministry of 

the Environment for preparation of acoustic assessment reports for solar farms under the REA.   

Two neighbouring solar projects, also being planned by Canadian Solar, were considered during the 

modelling for GoldLight. Due to the close proximity of the three projects, all noise sources for 

BeamLight and EarthLight were included in the noise modelling for GoldLight. Noise impact at 

receptors located in the vicinity of the BeamLight and EarthLight project locations were also 

assessed. 

The GoldLight solar facility will consist of crystalline solar modules on fixed-tilt racks, ten 1000 

kVA inverter stations (each including two inverters and one inverter transformer), one 11.5 MVA 

substation transformer and underground cabling.  The inverter stations and the substation 

transformer are the noise sources for this solar facility. 

Through modelling iterations it was determined that no mitigation would be required in order to 

meet the required noise exclusion limit (i.e., 40 dBA) at the GoldLight project location. Noise 

mitigation required for the neighbouring facilities, BeamLight and EarthLight, are detailed in the 

Noise Study Reports for those projects.   The proposed GoldLight facility will comply with the daytime 

and night-time noise criteria as defined in the Ontario Ministry of the Environment Noise Pollution 

Control Publication NPC-232 - Sound Level Limits for Stationary Sources in Class 3 areas, for all sources 

assessed in this study. 
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McCarthy, Michelle <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

Fwd: FW: GoldLight solar project

Bellamy, Megan <mbellamy@dillon.ca> Thu, Sep 6, 2012 at 9:40 AM
To: Michelle McCarthy <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

For Gold consultation. This needs to be filed as well.

Thanks!
Megan
 

Megan Bellamy, M.R.E.M.

Dillon Consulting Limited

235 Yorkland Blvd Suite 800

Toronto, O ntario, M2J 4Y8 

T  - 416.229.4647 ext. 2423

F - 416.229.4692

MBellamy@dillon.ca

www.dillon.ca 

 Please cons ider the environment before printing this  email

   
  
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Grace Pasceri <Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com>
Date: 6 September 2012 09:31
Subject: FW: GoldLight solar project
To: "Bellamy, Megan (mbellamy@dillon.ca)" <mbellamy@dillon.ca>

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri 
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2012 9:31 AM
To: 'Diane Sheridan' (dsheridan@HiawathaFN.ca)
Subject: GoldLight solar project

 

 

Good morning Diane,

 

We will starting the Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment on our GoldLight solar project in Pefferlaw.

 



9/6/12 Dillon Consulting Mail - Fwd: FW: GoldLight solar project

2/3https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ea41c0c1f6&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=1399bcff7a58b34b

In a previous letter, Hiawatha First Nation had expressed that they would like to be on-site during the
assessment.

 

For  this project the find was not significant. Our archaeologist reports that:

 

BbGt-29 had a total of 78 artifacts from 69 find spots. There is an absence of faunal and structural material, and
the site assemblage is ceramics and glass. The ceramic assemblage suggests a date of between 1820 to 1870
for this site. It is a Euro-Canadian historic scatter, probably linked with the original farmstead in this area. The
exact nature of this site is unknown, but it may be a dump site.

 

An on-site visit may not be necessary since the find is not significant.

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Thanks,

Grace

 

 

Grace Pasceri

Permitting Manager – Solar Farms

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. - a subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc. (NASDAQ: CSIQ) 

545 Speedvale Avenue West

Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6

T: 1 519 837 1881 ext. 2293

F: 1 519 837 2550

E: Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com

W: http://www.canadian-solar.ca/

 

 Please consider the environment before printing this email
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Cynthia Yu

From: Grace Pasceri
Sent: Monday, October 31, 2011 3:40 PM
To: Cynthia Yu
Subject: FW: Comments from the Public

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri  

Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 9:59 AM 
To: Laura Diotte; Charmaine Thompson 

Cc: Grace Pasceri 
Subject: RE: Comments from the Public 

 

Hi Laura, 

 

The soils reports are currently underway. Once they are complete for these projects, I will forward you a copy. 

 

Thanks, 

Grace 

 

From: Laura Diotte [mailto:lbdiotte@georgina.ca]  

Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 9:43 AM 

To: Grace Pasceri; Charmaine Thompson 
Subject: RE: Comments from the Public 

 

Hi Grace, 

 

I actually have one more question. Two of the proposed sites have changed since we last met, do you have soil tests for 

the new sites? Thanks,  

 

Laura Diotte 
Senior Planner - Policy 
Town of Georgina 
26557 Civic Centre Road 
Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 
T: 905-476-4301, ext. 253 
F: 905-476-4394 
  

From: Grace Pasceri [mailto:GraceP@skypower.com]  

Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 9:27 AM 

To: Laura Diotte; Charmaine Thompson 
Cc: Grace Pasceri 

Subject: RE: Comments from the Public 

 

Good morning Laura, 
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In terms of the Town’s consultation, the Municipal Consultation Form  will be sent to the Town 90 days before the final 

meeting for their comments. But if the Town has any comments prior to being sent the form, any comments can be sent 

to me directly and will be incorporated in our consultation report for the project. 

 

Also, I will forward you any of the comments we receive from the public regarding the project. 

 

Have a sunny day! 

Grace 

 

From: Laura Diotte [mailto:lbdiotte@georgina.ca]  

Sent: Thursday, August 04, 2011 4:49 PM 

To: Charmaine Thompson; Grace Pasceri 
Subject: Comments from the Public 

 

Hi Carmaine and Grace, 

 

Now that you have a Public Meeting scheduled, I would just like to confirm the consultation process with the public and 

the Town for the proposed solar projects in Georgina.   The Town has received a Notice of a Proposal and a Notice of 

Public Meeting and Draft Project Description Reports. Will the Town receive a formal comments request form to 

complete from SkyPower, or are we to offer our comments in any format based on the Project Description Reports? 

 

Also, can you please copy the Town (via myself) on all comments received from the public. We would like to be aware of 

all written and verbal comments received from residents so we understand the issues residents may have. 

 

Thanks,  

 

Laura Diotte 
Senior Planner - Policy 
Town of Georgina 
26557 Civic Centre Road 
Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 
T: 905-476-4301, ext. 253 
F: 905-476-4394 
  

No virus found in this message. 

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com 

Version: 10.0.1411 / Virus Database: 2092/3987 - Release Date: 10/31/11 



 Town of Georgina 

Date: August 11, 2011 

Meeting with: Howard Lenters, CAO and Laura Diotte, Planner 

Purpose of visit: Informal meeting to touch base on project before upcoming PIC.  

Comments from Laura and Howard: 

- Concern about the use of CLI 1-2 lands for non agricultural uses.  

- Town of Georgina may have the property zoned as rural but it was not intended to be used as 

non agricultural  

- Laura has contacted REFO to discuss and told that it falls within guidelines, she is also looking to 

talk to someone in OPA 

- How much land is actually being farmed? It would be better to understand this as it may not 

actually be a large amount. 

 

Discussion: 

- During the discussion I confirmed that the properties for both BeamLight and GoldLight 

contained CLI 1-2 lands, Earth Light is almost entirely 4-7 and other areas that are wooded or 

wet lands will be set back from 

- I advised that if soil studies are complete we will have them at PIC, not for public discussion but 

possibly to follow up on our conversation 

- In our discussion we agreed that a meeting post PIC will be helpful to discuss what feedback was 

received during the session. If there are not concerns from the public about the agricultural land 

being reduced then it may not be a big issue for the town either.   

- Asked for ideas on how SkyPower can help in future to promote agricultural use 

- Understood that using rural zoned land is within the guidelines 

 

 

SkyPower Notes: 

- For purposes of further discussion, need to find out how many acres farmed, what is farmed 

etc.. 

- Need to set up meeting/Breakfast with Brad Smockum (ward councilor and has done work for 

SkyPower to plough properties) 
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Cynthia Yu

From: Charmaine Thompson
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2012 11:19 AM
To: Cynthia Yu
Subject: FW: Consultation Log - Beam, Gold, Earth llight projects

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Do you have the details below: 

 

 

From: Charmaine Thompson  

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 3:25 PM 
To: Grace Pasceri 

Subject: RE: Consultation Log - Beam, Gold, Earth llight projects 

 

Need to book evening session now, so that we can respond with date of event when asked. Lets actually give it enough 

time to have 30 days notice that counts just in case. 

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri  

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 3:24 PM 
To: Charmaine Thompson 

Subject: RE: Consultation Log - Beam, Gold, Earth llight projects 

 

Ok, thanks 

 

From: Charmaine Thompson  

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2011 3:20 PM 

To: Grace Pasceri 
Subject: Consultation Log - Beam, Gold, Earth llight projects 

 

Call from Laura Diotte, August 24, 2011 

 

Last week was the first council meeting where council discussed the Draft Project Description for the 3 solar projects.   

 

2 main concerns: 

 

1. Agricultural land being taken out of production – Provided detail that 63 acres + 67 acres will eventually be 

taken out of production for Earthlight, 62 acres soy and 8 acres hay are being taken out of production for 

Goldlight.  

 

2. Any impact to trees/habitats – referred back to original discussion that site investigations are being conducted 

to evaluate woodots, species etc to determine what can be cleared etc. Intention that main areas to be cleared 

are hedge rows not woodlots. 

 

 

Council has asked Laura to: 

 

- Go to PIC 
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- Collect info from PIC 

- Provide update to council 

 

Other comments from council: 

- Council will like to provide comments even before the consultation form is received.  

- Also questioned reference to standard height fencing (answered this is typically 6ft chain link and 3ft of barbed 

wire).  

- Would like to see an evening session so that community can attend (advised that we did get a comment from 

one of the community members and are looking at conducting an additional session in the evening in the next 

month) 

 

 

 

 

Info 

Charmaine Thompson 

Vice President, Project Planning and Implementation 

 

SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West 

30
th

 Floor 

Toronto, ON   

M5H 3P5 

  

(647) 478-2823 Office (direct) 

(416) 895-9667 Cellular 

email: charmainet@skypower.com 
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SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30th Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 
 

w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

 
 

September 27, 2011 
 

Town of Georgina 
26557 Civic Centre Road 
R.R. #2 Keswick, Ontario 
L4P 3G1 
 
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 
 
RE: The Corporation of the Town of Georgina at the Consideration of the Committee as a Whole Meeting 
on September 19, 2011 – Discussion on the proposed SkyPower Solar Projects 
 
On September 19, 2011, the Corporation of the Town of Georgina at the Consideration of the Committee as a 
Whole had a meeting and discussed the proposed SkyPower solar projects, Councils questions regarding the 
draft project description reports and the recent public meeting.  
 
From this meeting and on page 4 of Report Number 2011-0082, Council raised several questions and concerns 
regarding the proposed SkyPower solar projects, below are the responses: 
 
1. What type of lighting will be located on the project sites, how bright will they be and what times will they be 
on? 
 
Minimal lighting is proposed and only on key equipment in case access is needed during an emergency. 
 
2. What noise levels are generally emitted from transformers, etc. that are involved in normal power generation 
on the site and what would the noise levels be at receptor locations? Also, the noise levels expected during 
construction? 
 
As part of the Renewable Energy Approval process, one of the studies that will be conducted is a Noise Study. 
Transformers and inverters emit low levels of noise when in operation. This study is to evaluate the predicted 
levels of noise emitted from these components. 
 
Applicants for Class 3 solar facilities must submit a noise study as part of their application for  Renewable 
Energy Approval. This noise study assesses the potential impacts at nearby noise receptors (e.g. residence) due 
to sound emitted by the solar facility’s electrical equipment (e.g. inverters, transformers). The application and 
noise study submitted is required to demonstrate that the facility, as designed, does not exceed a 40 decibel noise 
level (approximately the noise level experienced in a quiet office or library). The review engineer will assess the 
information submitted by the applicant to determine acceptable distance from the solar facility to the nearest 
residence or other receptor. 
 
During construction, noise will occur but will be maintained during the required hours stated by the municipal 
by-law. During operations, transformers and inverters will emit noise; however, the noise will not exceed the 
MOE requirements and is required to comply at all times with the MOE noise standards.  



 
3. What are the standard setbacks from property lines? 
 
There are no prescribed setbacks under the Renewable Energy Approval (REA) process. Typically, we have used 
common setbacks for rural lots at minimum 20 m front and 10 m side for any racking or structures. We will 
reach out to the municipality again once all the studies and documents are ready to be circulated under the REA 
process 90 days before the second Public information Session.  
 
4. Exactly how will the vegetation growth under the panels be maintained? How often will maintenance take 
place? 
 
Weeds will be controlled on the property through scheduled maintenance, usually 2-4 times per year and as 
needed, if vegetation is growing faster than anticipated.  Regular maintenance schedule will be evaluated every 
year.    
 
5. Will wildlife be able to pass through the fencing and what happens if wildlife are trapped inside the fencing? 
 
The chain link fence is required by the Electrical Safety Authority. 
 
6. What fence rows are proposed for removal, and is it permitted by the Province? 
 
Any tree removal at this time, prior to construction stage, is at the discretion of the landowner and must abide by 
all applicable regulations. Any tree removal for the purposes of construction will be reviewed with the 
appropriate authorities to permit removal, if required. 
 
Additionally, I’ve enclosed a copy of a document entitled “Renewable Energy Development: A Guide for 
Municipalities” from the Renewable Energy Facilitation Office of the Ministry of the 
Environment(http://www.mei.gov.on.ca/en/pdf/ON9126_MEI_Guidance_Brochure9.pdf). 
 
 
If you have any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate in contacting me directly. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Grace Pasceri 
Project Planning and Implementation 
SkyPower Limited 
 
 
 
 



York Region – Beamlight, Goldlight and Earthlight 

Date:  September 28, 2011 

Meeting with:   Thomas M. MacPherson, Program Manager Roads Infrastructure Management 

  Roads Branch, Road Maintenance 

Purpose of visit: Follow up to letter dated September 16, 2011 from York Region 

Discussion: 

- Discussion was to follow up on comments received from York Region ,  Heather Konefat, 

Director of Community Planning, commented: 

o “ we note that there is currently a Regional Road project in the vicinity of the proposed, 

facilities and we recommend that you contact Mr. Joseph Petrungaro of the 

Transportation Services Department at 905-830-444 x. 5220 as soon as possible to 

discuss infrastructure coordination matters. 

- Original contact was made to Mr. Petrungaro and SkyPower was directed to Mr. Thomas 

MacPherson to meet with 

- Mr. MacPherson confirmed that Old Homestead and Park Rd are Regional roads, these roads 

would be subject to Excess Load permits at certain times of the year (ie. Half load season) and if 

existing entrances to properties are off these road and are modified they would require 

entrance permits. An inspector would come out to evaluate the modifications to the entrance.  

- Smith and Frog are local municipal roads not managed by York Region 

- Mr. MacPherson also gave in sight to what line of sight considerations should be, this meeting is 

scheduled for October 5, 2011 with Anwer Mumtaz 

-  

Overall: 

- Overall there did not seem to be any major concern from York Region in regards to use of the 

Regional roads. 

 

SkyPower Notes: 

- When entrance locations and preliminary design are determined a follow up appointment 

should be made with Mr. MacPherson to review.  
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Cynthia Yu

From: Charmaine Thompson
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2012 11:14 AM
To: Cynthia Yu
Subject: FW: Response to Mayor and Council
Attachments: Town of Gerogina Letter_Sept 27 2011 (2) (2) (2).pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Pls make sure you have this on record 

 

 

From: Charmaine Thompson  
Sent: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 2:40 PM 
To: Grace Pasceri; Myrans, Katharine 
Subject: FW: Response to Mayor and Council 
 

Please ensure Dillon mapping includes the 2 points below.  

 

From: Laura Diotte [mailto:lbdiotte@georgina.ca]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 4:30 PM 
To: Charmaine Thompson 
Cc: Harold Lenters; Roland Chénier; Carolyn Lance 
Subject: FW: Response to Mayor and Council 
 

 

Thank you Charmaine, 

 

I have copied the Clerk on this e-mail to distribute the attached response to Council at their next meeting. 

 

Can you please verify that the additional comments outline in Report PB-2011-0082 (outlined bellow), will be 

addressed? 

 

• In addition to the Feedback form questionnaire, SkyPower provide an opportunity for the public to write 

out their concerns at the October 12, 2011 Public Meeting. 

• SkyPower include the Greenbelt Natural Heritage System in the Project Location mapping, and address 

same though the environmental reports. 

• SkyPower address the Aquifer and Recharge Areas identified in Section 3.2.5 of report PB-2011-0082. 

 

Thanks,  

 

Laura Diotte 
Senior Planner - Policy 
Town of Georgina 
26557 Civic Centre Road 
Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 
T: 905-476-4301, ext. 253 
F: 905-476-4394 
  

From: Charmaine Thompson [mailto:CharmaineT@skypower.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 10:08 AM 
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To: Laura Diotte 
Cc: Grace Pasceri 
Subject: Response to Mayor and Council 
 

Hi Laura, 

 

Great to talk to you this morning! As discussed, I have responses to the questions that were asked from council and have 

attached them to this email. Since you already have the guide for municipalities I won’t bring that over today but if you 

have any questions that you want to review just let me  know and I can come meet you. For now I have booked you in 

for October 14
th

 at 11am so that we can discuss the feedback from your Environmental Committee and from our PIC on 

the 12
th

.  

 

Have a sunny day! 

 

Best regards, 

 

Charmaine 

 

 

Charmaine Thompson 
Vice President, Project Planning and Implementation 

 

SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West 

30th Floor 

Toronto, ON   

M5H 3P5 

  

(647) 478-2823 Office (direct) 

(416) 895-9667 Cellular 

email: charmainet@skypower.com 

 

 

 

 

No virus found in this message. 

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com 

Version: 10.0.1410 / Virus Database: 1520/3943 - Release Date: 10/07/11 

No virus found in this message. 

Checked by AVG - www.avg.com 

Version: 10.0.1416 / Virus Database: 2109/4767 - Release Date: 01/26/12 

20MJB
Rectangle























































































































































































 
 Renewable Energy Approval

Consultation Form: municipalities, local authorities 
ss. 18(2) Ontario Regulation 359/09

Ce formulaire est disponible en français

 Ministry of the Environment 
 
 
PART A: TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT BEFORE SUBMITTING TO 
MUNICIPALITY OR LOCAL AUTHORITY 

 
Section 1 - Project Description 

 
1.1 - Renewable Energy Project 
Project Name (Project identifier to be used as a reference in correspondence) 

 

 
Project Location 

Same as Applicant Physical Address?  Yes  No (If no, please provide site address information below) 

Civic Address- Street information (includes street number, name, type and direction) Unit Identifier (i.e. apartment number) 

            

Survey Address (Not required if Street Information is provided) 
Lot and Conc.:   
used to indicate location within a subdivided township 
and consists of a lot number and a concession 
number. 

Part and Reference:   
used to indicate location within unorganized territory, and consists of a part and a reference plan 
number indicating the location within that plan.  Attach copy of the plan. 

Lot Conc. Part Reference Plan 
                        

Location Information (includes any additional information to clarify physical location)(e.g. municipality, ward/ township) 
      

Geo Reference (e.g. southwest corner of property) 
Map Datum Zone Accuracy Estimate Geo Referencing Method UTM Easting UTM Northing 
      

 
Project Phasing (outline construction, operation and decommissioning activities) 
 
 
 
 

 
1.2 - Environmental Context 
Describe any negative environmental effects that may result from engaging in the project (consider construction, operation and 
decommissioning activities.) 
 
 
 
 

Propose early avoidance/prevention/mitigation concepts and measures. 
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1.3 - Renewable Energy Generation Facility 
Type of Facility / Operation (select all that apply & complete all appropriate sections) 
 

 Wind Facility (Land Based)  Biofuel Facility   

 Wind Facility (Off-Shore) Solar Photo Voltaic Facility 

 Biogas Facility (Anaerobic Digesters) Other Describe :  

 Biomass Facility (Thermal Treatment) Class (if applicable) : 

 
 
   

Name Plate Capacity Expected Generation   Service Area Total Area of Site (hectares) 
         

Provide a description of the facilities equipment or technology that will be used to convert the renewable energy source or any other energy 
source to electricity. 
 
 
 
 

 
1.4 – Renewable Energy Generation Activities 
Describe the activities that will be engaged in as part of the renewable energy project 
 
 
 
 

 
Section 2 – Supporting Documents 

 
2.1 – Requirement Name of Draft documents distributed for consultation  Date available to Municipal 

or Local Authority Contact 

DRAFT Project Description Report   

DRAFT Design and Operations Report   

DRAFT Construction Plan Report   

DRAFT Decommissioning Plan Report   

List of other Documents   
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Location where written draft reports can be obtained for public inspection (physical location for viewing and the applicants project website if one is available):  
 
 
 
 

 
Section 3 – Applicant Address and Contact Information 

 
3.1 - Applicant Information (Owner of project/facility) 

Applicant Name (legal name of individual or organization as evidenced by legal documents) Business Identification Number 

            

Business Name (the name under which the entity is operating or trading - also referred to as trade name)  same as Applicant Name 

      

Civic Address- Street information (includes street number, name, type and direction) Unit Identifier (i.e. apartment number) 

            

Survey Address (Not required if Street Information is provided) 

Lot and Conc.:   
used to indicate location within a subdivided township 
and consists of a lot number and a concession number. 

Part and Reference:   
used to indicate location within an unsubdivided township or unsurveyed territory, and consists of a 
part and a reference plan number indicating the location within that plan.  Attach copy of the plan. 

Lot Conc. Part Reference Plan 
                        

Municipality County/District Province/State Country Postal Code 
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PART B: TO BE COMPLETED BY THE MUNICIPALITY OR LOCAL AUTHORITY 

 
 

Section 4 - Municipal or Local Authority Contact Information (check the one that applies) 
 

Local Municipality (include each local municipality in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of 
Municipality 

Address Phone  Clerk’s Name  Clerk’s Phone/Fax  E-Mail Address 

                                    

Upper Tier Municipality (include each upper tier municipality in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of 
Municipality 

Address Phone Clerk’s name Clerk’s Phone/Fax E-Mail Address 

                                    

Local roads area (include each local roads area in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of local 
roads board 

Address Phone  Secretary-treasurer’s 
Name  

Secretary-treasurer’s 
Phone/Fax  

E-Mail Address 

                                    

Board Area (include each board area in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of Local 
Service Board 

Address Phone Secretary’s name Secretary’s 
Phone/Fax 

E-Mail Address 

                                    

 
Section 5:  Consultation Requirement 

 
5.1 - Project Location 
Provide comment on the project location with respect to infrastructure and servicing. 
 

5.2 – Project Roads 
Provide comment on the proposed project’s plans respecting proposed road access. 
 

Identify any issues and provide recommendations with respect to road access 
 

Provide comment on any proposed Traffic Management Plans 
 

Identify any issues and provide recommendations with respect to the proposed Traffic Management Plans 
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5.3 – Municipal or Local authority Service Connections 
Provide comment on the proposed project plans related to the location of and type of municipal service connections, other than roads. 
 

Identify any issues and provide recommendations with respect to the type of municipal service connections, other than roads. 
 

5.4 – Facility Other 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed landscaping design for the facility 
 

Provide comment on the proposed project plans for emergency management procedures / safety protocols. 
 

Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed emergency management procedures / safety protocols. 
 

Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to any Easements or Restrictive Covenants associated with the Project Location 
 

5.5 Project Construction 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed rehabilitation of any temporary disturbance areas and any municipal 
or local authority infrastructure that could be damaged during construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed location of fire hydrants and connections to existing 
drainage, water works and sanitary sewers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed location of buried kiosks and above-grade utility vaults 
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Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed location of existing and proposed gas and electricity lines 
and connections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide comment on the proposed project plans with respect to Building Code permits and licenses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations related to the identification of any significant natural features and water bodies within the 
municipality or territory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations related to the identification any archaeological resource or heritage resource. 
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Cynthia Yu

From: Charmaine Thompson
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 1:43 PM
To: Cynthia Yu
Subject: FW: EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

For tracking 

 

From: Charmaine Thompson  

Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 1:43 PM 
To: 'Laura Diotte'; Grace Pasceri 

Cc: Harold Lenters 
Subject: RE: EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects 

 

We will definitely ensure that you get all the documents as well Laura. We have used a prescribed list of contacts for the 

Town of Georgina and Region of York.  Your specific email was just on its way out this afternoon. Since you received the 

one below,  I will not fill your inbox with more messages. 

 

There was not request for an additional meeting. With the changes to the guidelines where the municipal consultation 

form is to be distributed, we wanted to ensure that we met the most current guidelines and distributed the form before 

the meeting.  

 

Hope you enjoyed the tour last week..  

 

 

Best regards, 

Charmaine 

 

 

 

Charmaine Thompson 

Vice President, Project Planning and Implementation 

 

SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West 

30
th

 Floor 

Toronto, ON   

M5H 3P5 

  

(647) 478-2823 Office (direct) 

(416) 895-9667 Cellular 

email: charmainet@skypower.com 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Laura Diotte [mailto:lbdiotte@georgina.ca]  

Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 1:34 PM 
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To: Grace Pasceri 

Cc: Charmaine Thompson; Harold Lenters 
Subject: FW: EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects 

 

Hi Grace, 

 

Thank you for forwarding the attached documents to the Town. As I have mentioned before, I am the staff contact for 

renewable energy projects proposed in the Town, so if you can ensure that I receive documents and communications 

directly that would be appreciated. I do appreciate you keeping other Town of Georgina staff members in the loop, but I 

would like to ensure that I receive all the documents distributed by SkyPower.  

 

I had a quick review of the attached notice and see that this meeting is a repeat for the first two meetings. May I ask 

why you are holding an additional meeting? Was it requested by the public or the Province?  

 

In addition, the attached notice lists Sue Plamondon as the CAO. Sue has moved on to King Township, and therefore 

does not work for the Town of Georgina. As mentioned above, I am the staff contact at the Town for renewable energy 

projects, so feel free to list my name and contact information in the future. 

 

Thanks!  

 

Laura Diotte 
Senior Planner - Policy 
Town of Georgina 
26557 Civic Centre Road 
Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 
T: 905-476-4301, ext. 253 
F: 905-476-4394 

  

From: Carolyn Lance  

Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 11:52 AM 
To: Laura Diotte 

Subject: FW: EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects 

 

Thought you might like these yourself ☺ 

 

 

Carolyn Lance| Administrative Assistant to Town Clerk| Clerk’s Office 

Town of Georgina | 26557 Civic Centre Road | Keswick, Ont. L4P 3G1 

905-476-4301 ext.219 | fax: 905-476-1475 | clance@georgina.ca 

                                   

   

 

From: Paula Kruithof  
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 11:50 AM 

To: Carolyn Lance 

Subject: FW: EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects 

 

Can I forward this to you?   

 

Paula Kruithof 
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Reception 
Town of Georgina  
26557 Civic Centre Rd. 
Keswick ON   L4P 3G1 
 
(905) 476-4301 
(905) 476-8100 fax 
 

 

From: Grace Pasceri [mailto:GraceP@skypower.com]  

Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 11:18 AM 
To: *General Inquires 

Cc: Charmaine Thompson 
Subject: EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects 

 

Good morning, 

 

Attached is a copy of our Notice of Proposal, Notice of Public Meeting and Draft Project Description Reports for 

EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects for public review. 

 

Our notice mentions that we are making the reports available for the public at your offices. Historically, the public visits 

our website for a copy, but just in case a member of the public requests it, you have a copy ready! A hard copy has also 

been sent through regular mail. 

 

If you have any further questions regarding these projects, please contact Charmaine Thompson at 

charmainet@skypower.com. 

 

Have a sunny day! 

Grace 

 

Grace Pasceri 

Project Planning and Implementation 

SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West | 30th Floor | Toronto, ON | M5H 3P5 

Office: 647-478-2820 | Mobile: 416-262-0428 | Fax: 416-981-8686 

gracep@skypower.com | www.skypower.com 

 

No virus found in this message. 
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Version: 10.0.1411 / Virus Database: 2102/4050 - Release Date: 12/01/11 
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SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30
th
 Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 

 
w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

 

                                                                  
 
 
 
 
June 1, 2012 

 

Sent via Courier 

Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk 
Region of York 
17250 Yonge Street 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 6Z1 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kelly:  
 

Notice of  Draft REA Documents Release  
GoldLight Solar Power Project,  SkyPower Limited 

 
 
As you are aware, GoldLight LP proposes to develop GoldLight, a 10 MW solar farm located in the Town 
of Georgina and Region of York. SkyPower Limited is coordinating and managing the approval process 
for GoldLight LP. GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the 
sale of electricity generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) 
program. The project will require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy 
Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   
 
In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report, 
Municipal Consultation Form and a copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting. 
The first public meeting was held on August 31, 2011 and provided an overview of the project and 
upcoming studies. This first public meeting was repeated on January 16, 2012.  
 
All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and a second public meeting will be held in about 
3 months (you will receive a copy of the notice at a later date). Accordingly, and as per the requirements 
of the regulation, included with this letter you will find a binder containing all reports that comprise the 
draft release:  

 
 Project Description Report  
 Construction Plan Report 
 Design and Operations Report 
 Decommissioning Plan Report 
 Noise Study Report 

 

 Natural Heritage Assessment (4 reports) 
 Water Assessment  
 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 
 Cultural Heritage Screening 
 Cultural Heritage Assessment   

 
 



 

SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30
th
 Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 

 
w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

 

 
 
 
These documents, including Ministry of Natural Resources comments/clearance for the Natural Heritage 
Assessment and Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport comments/clearance for one Archaeological 
Assessment and the Cultural Heritage Assessment (none of which have yet been received) will be made 
available to the public at least 60 days prior to the second public meeting through the municipality (and 
online).  
 
Also attached to this letter is another copy of the Municipal Consultation Form. This form requests input 
from you on issues of infrastructure and servicing as they relate to the proposed project. The draft reports 
will assist you in determining whether any such issues exist.  
 
If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly at: 416-979-4625 or info@skypower.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Charmaine Thompson 
Project Planning and Implementation 
SkyPower Limited 
 
 
Attach:  Complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Complete draft REA package (in CD form)  
  Municipal Consultation Form  
 
cc:  Adelina Urbanski, Commissioner of Community & Health Services, Region of York* 

Bill Fisch, Regional Chairman and CEO, Region of York* 
 Bruce Macgregor, Regional CAO, Region of York* 
 Bryan Tuckey, Commissioner of Planning & Development Services, Region of York* 
 Erin Mahoney, Commissioner of Environmental Services, Region of York* 
 
 
 *excluding attachments  

mailto:info@skypower.com


 
 Renewable Energy Approval

Consultation Form: municipalities, local authorities 
ss. 18(2) Ontario Regulation 359/09

Ce formulaire est disponible en français

 Ministry of the Environment 
 
 
PART A: TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT BEFORE SUBMITTING TO 
MUNICIPALITY OR LOCAL AUTHORITY 

 
Section 1 - Project Description 

 
1.1 - Renewable Energy Project 
Project Name (Project identifier to be used as a reference in correspondence) 

 

 
Project Location 

Same as Applicant Physical Address?  Yes  No (If no, please provide site address information below) 

Civic Address- Street information (includes street number, name, type and direction) Unit Identifier (i.e. apartment number) 

            

Survey Address (Not required if Street Information is provided) 
Lot and Conc.:   
used to indicate location within a subdivided township 
and consists of a lot number and a concession 
number. 

Part and Reference:   
used to indicate location within unorganized territory, and consists of a part and a reference plan 
number indicating the location within that plan.  Attach copy of the plan. 

Lot Conc. Part Reference Plan 
                        

Location Information (includes any additional information to clarify physical location)(e.g. municipality, ward/ township) 
      

Geo Reference (e.g. southwest corner of property) 
Map Datum Zone Accuracy Estimate Geo Referencing Method UTM Easting UTM Northing 
      

 
Project Phasing (outline construction, operation and decommissioning activities) 
 
 
 
 

 
1.2 - Environmental Context 
Describe any negative environmental effects that may result from engaging in the project (consider construction, operation and 
decommissioning activities.) 
 
 
 
 

Propose early avoidance/prevention/mitigation concepts and measures. 
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1.3 - Renewable Energy Generation Facility 
Type of Facility / Operation (select all that apply & complete all appropriate sections) 
 

 Wind Facility (Land Based)  Biofuel Facility   

 Wind Facility (Off-Shore) Solar Photo Voltaic Facility 

 Biogas Facility (Anaerobic Digesters) Other Describe :  

 Biomass Facility (Thermal Treatment) Class (if applicable) : 

 
 
   

Name Plate Capacity Expected Generation   Service Area Total Area of Site (hectares) 
         

Provide a description of the facilities equipment or technology that will be used to convert the renewable energy source or any other energy 
source to electricity. 
 
 
 
 

 
1.4 – Renewable Energy Generation Activities 
Describe the activities that will be engaged in as part of the renewable energy project 
 
 
 
 

 
Section 2 – Supporting Documents 

 
2.1 – Requirement Name of Draft documents distributed for consultation  Date available to Municipal 

or Local Authority Contact 

DRAFT Project Description Report   

DRAFT Design and Operations Report   

DRAFT Construction Plan Report   

DRAFT Decommissioning Plan Report   

List of other Documents   
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Location where written draft reports can be obtained for public inspection (physical location for viewing and the applicants project website if one is available):  
 
 
 
 

 
Section 3 – Applicant Address and Contact Information 

 
3.1 - Applicant Information (Owner of project/facility) 

Applicant Name (legal name of individual or organization as evidenced by legal documents) Business Identification Number 

            

Business Name (the name under which the entity is operating or trading - also referred to as trade name)  same as Applicant Name 

      

Civic Address- Street information (includes street number, name, type and direction) Unit Identifier (i.e. apartment number) 

            

Survey Address (Not required if Street Information is provided) 

Lot and Conc.:   
used to indicate location within a subdivided township 
and consists of a lot number and a concession number. 

Part and Reference:   
used to indicate location within an unsubdivided township or unsurveyed territory, and consists of a 
part and a reference plan number indicating the location within that plan.  Attach copy of the plan. 

Lot Conc. Part Reference Plan 
                        

Municipality County/District Province/State Country Postal Code 
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PART B: TO BE COMPLETED BY THE MUNICIPALITY OR LOCAL AUTHORITY 

 
 

Section 4 - Municipal or Local Authority Contact Information (check the one that applies) 
 

Local Municipality (include each local municipality in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of 
Municipality 

Address Phone  Clerk’s Name  Clerk’s Phone/Fax  E-Mail Address 

                                    

Upper Tier Municipality (include each upper tier municipality in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of 
Municipality 

Address Phone Clerk’s name Clerk’s Phone/Fax E-Mail Address 

                                    

Local roads area (include each local roads area in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of local 
roads board 

Address Phone  Secretary-treasurer’s 
Name  

Secretary-treasurer’s 
Phone/Fax  

E-Mail Address 

                                    

Board Area (include each board area in which project location is situated)  Yes  No 
Name of Local 
Service Board 

Address Phone Secretary’s name Secretary’s 
Phone/Fax 

E-Mail Address 

                                    

 
Section 5:  Consultation Requirement 

 
5.1 - Project Location 
Provide comment on the project location with respect to infrastructure and servicing. 
 

5.2 – Project Roads 
Provide comment on the proposed project’s plans respecting proposed road access. 
 

Identify any issues and provide recommendations with respect to road access 
 

Provide comment on any proposed Traffic Management Plans 
 

Identify any issues and provide recommendations with respect to the proposed Traffic Management Plans 
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5.3 – Municipal or Local authority Service Connections 
Provide comment on the proposed project plans related to the location of and type of municipal service connections, other than roads. 
 

Identify any issues and provide recommendations with respect to the type of municipal service connections, other than roads. 
 

5.4 – Facility Other 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed landscaping design for the facility 
 

Provide comment on the proposed project plans for emergency management procedures / safety protocols. 
 

Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed emergency management procedures / safety protocols. 
 

Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to any Easements or Restrictive Covenants associated with the Project Location 
 

5.5 Project Construction 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed rehabilitation of any temporary disturbance areas and any municipal 
or local authority infrastructure that could be damaged during construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed location of fire hydrants and connections to existing 
drainage, water works and sanitary sewers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed location of buried kiosks and above-grade utility vaults 
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Identify any issues and recommendations with respect to the proposed location of existing and proposed gas and electricity lines 
and connections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide comment on the proposed project plans with respect to Building Code permits and licenses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations related to the identification of any significant natural features and water bodies within the 
municipality or territory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify any issues and recommendations related to the identification any archaeological resource or heritage resource. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





 

SkyPower L imited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30th Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 

 
w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

 

 
 
 
 
 
June 1, 2012 

 

Sent via Courier 

Ronald Chénier, Town Clerk 
Town of Georgina  
26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2 
Keswick, ON   L4P 3G1 
 
Dear Mr. Chénier:  
 

Notice  of Draft REA Docume nts  Re le as e  
GoldLight Solar Powe r Proje ct, SkyPowe r Limite d 

 
 
As you are aware, GoldLight LP proposes to develop GoldLight, a 10 MW solar farm located in the Town 
of Georgina and Region of York. SkyPower Limited is coordinating and managing the approval process 
for GoldLight LP. GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the 
sale of electricity generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) 
program. The project will require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy 
Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act. 
 
In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report, 
Municipal Consultation Form and a copy of the Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting. 
The first public meeting was held on August 31, 2011 and provided an overview of the project and 
upcoming studies. This first public meeting was repeated on January 16, 2012. 
 
All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and a second public meeting will be held in about 
3 months (you will receive a copy of the notice at a later date). Accordingly, and as per the requirements 
of the regulation, included with this letter you will find a binder containing all reports that comprise the 
draft release: 

 
 Project Description Report  
 Construction Plan Report 
 Design and Operations Report 
 Decommissioning Plan Report 
 Noise Study Report 

 

 Natural Heritage Assessment (4 reports) 
 Water Assessment  
 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 
 Cultural Heritage Screening 
 Cultural Heritage Assessment   

 
 
 



 

SkyPower L imited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30th Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 

 
w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

 

 
 
 
 
These documents, including Ministry of Natural Resources comments/clearance for the Natural Heritage 
Assessment and Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport comments/clearance for one Archaeological 
Assessment and the Cultural Heritage Assessment (none of which have yet been received) will be made 
available to the public at least 60 days prior to the second public meeting through the municipality (and 
online) and you will be provided with another binder at that time for public review. 
 
Also attached to this letter is another copy of the Municipal Consultation Form. This form requests input 
from you on issues of infrastructure and servicing as they relate to the proposed project. The draft reports 
will assist you in determining whether any such issues exist.  
 
If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly at: 416-979-4625 or info@skypower.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Charmaine Thompson 
Project Planning and Implementation 
SkyPower Limited 
 
 
Attach:  Complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Complete draft REA package (in CD form)  
  Municipal Consultation Form 
 
cc:  Bill O’Neill, Director, Emergency Services/Fire Chief, Town of Georgina* 
 Brad Smockum, Ward 5 Councillor, Town of Georgina* 
 Faye Richardson, Director of Recreation, Parks & Culture, Town of Georgina*  
 Harold Lenters, Director, Planning & Building, Town of Georgina*  
 Laura Diotte, Senior Planner – Policy, Town of Georgina* 
 Lisa Lyons, Deputy Clerk, Town of Georgina* 
 Robert Grossi, Mayor, Town of Georgina* 
 Robert Magloughlen, Director, Engineering & Public Works, Town of Georgina*  
 Winanne Grant, CAO, Town of Georgina* 
 
 
 *excluding attachments 

mailto:info@skypower.com


July 11, 2012  Page 1 of 1 

Consultation Meeting Minutes 
Town of Georgina 
 
Date:  July 11, 2012 at 9:30AM 
Present: Harold Lenters, Director of Planning  

Michael Baskerville, Engineering Manager  
 Laura Diotte, Senior Planner 

Mark Feenstra, Canadian Solar 
  Grace Pasceri, Canadian Solar 
 

 
Topics discussed: 

 
- Laura Diotte is presenting to Council on August 20th her review of the 

project’s technical documents. She’s asked that CSI present to Council 

on the same day prior to her presentation discussing the transition to 

CSI and any project updates. 

- Location on prime agricultural land (2 projects) 

- The suggestion of CSI sponsoring the farmers market. Look to the 

Sutton Agricultural Society for other suggestions (They meet in 

September). CSI has previously partnered with tree planting 

organizations, sponsored plowing matches, donated lands for turtle 

habitat, etc. 

- Township suggested a mentorship or training of young people to 

continue farming 

- There is a site alteration by-law in place (if regulated by the 

Conservation Authority, BeamLight has a partial area) 

- Height of panels, lease length 

- Decommissioning: Township requested that a commitment be made to 

study the land after decommissioning. CSI: It is a requirement of REA. 

We have a legal commitment in the REA approval.  

- Township requested soil studies for GoldLight and EarthLight 

- Panels will be recycled.  Recycle silicon 

- Laura will send the amount of farmland in production using the 

farming census (to see if there is an increase or decrease) 

- Truck traffic during construction  

- Off-site access improvement, line built by HONI and paid by CSI. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 16, 2012 
 
Ronald Chénier, Clerk 
Town of Georgina  
26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2  
Keswick, ON  L4P 3G1 
 
Dear Mr. Ronald Chénier: 
 
RE:  Notice  of  Second Public  Meet ing  

GoldLight  Solar Power Project,  SkyPower L imited  
 
As a follow up to the package you received in June 2012 containing the Draft REA Documents Release, 
we would like to notify you that the second public meeting for GoldLight LP will be taking place on 
September 17, 2012, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith Boulevard in Egypt, Ontario. 
Please find attached a copy of the newspaper notice that will be released to the public on July 12, 2012.  

As an update to the reports and documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
(Canadian Solar) has acquired a majority ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while 
SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still maintains a minority ownership stake in this project.  Canadian Solar 
will be managing the remainder of the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction 
and operation of the facility.  SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, 
construction, and operations, as needed.  This announcement represents a continuation of the 
relationship that Canadian Solar and SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several 
solar projects in Ontario.  The project will require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – 
Renewable Energy Approval (REA), under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act. 

Also attached to this letter is a copy of the Ministry of Natural Resources’ (MNR) clearance letter for the 
Natural Heritage Assessment and a copy of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s (MTCS) 
clearance letter for the Archaeological Assessment, both of which were unavailable when the draft 
package was mailed to you.  The MNR letter can be inserted under Tab 5 of the previously mailed binder 
and the MTCS letter can be inserted under Tab 7 of the previously mailed binder. 

As a result of comments received from the MNR several changes were made to the Natural Heritage 
Assessment (and associated reports as necessary).  These changes are as follows: 

 Revision of the project location boundary.  After collaboration with the MNR, the delineation of 
a wetland was extended and the project location revised to avoid this feature. 

 Wildlife previously treated as significant in earlier drafts of the Natural Heritage Assessment 
were evaluated based on Winter and Summer 2012 field surveys and evaluated to be not 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

significant in the final version of the reports.  The wildlife habitat to be evaluated as not 
significant included Amphibian Breeding Habitat, Amphibian Movement Corridor, Habitat for 
Western Chorus Frog, Raptor Winter Feeding and Roosting Area, Habitat for Rough-legged 
Hawks, Habitat for Short-eared Owl.  Mitigation measures specific to these types of wildlife 
habitat were removed from the Environmental Impact Study. 

 The area of woodland to be removed within the project location was revised to 1.36 ha.  
Additional mitigation and compensation requirements have been included in the Environmental 
Impact Study of the Natural Heritage Assessment. 

We are providing you with an additional binder containing draft copies of the REA documents (with 
these changes included), specifically for public viewing; please make it available and easily accessible 
in the Clerk’s office as of July 18, 2012.  At your request a revised copy of the Natural Heritage 
Assessment, with the above-noted changes included, can be provided to you electronically (by CD).  
Alternatively, you may download a copy from the project website as of July 18 at 
www.goldlightsolar.com. 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or 
Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com  
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
Attach:  Complete draft REA package (in binder form) 
  Notice of Second Public Meeting   
  MNR clearance letter for the Natural Heritage Assessment  

MTC clearance letter for the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
Figure 2 – GoldLight Project Location 

mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/






 

Ministry of Tourism, Ministère du Tourisme,  
Culture and Sport de la Culture et du Sport 
Culture Division   Division de culture 
Culture Programs Unit  Unité des programmes culturels 
Programs and Services Branch Direction des programmes et des services 
400 University Avenue, 4

th
 floor 400, avenue University, 4

e
 étage    

Toronto, ON, M7A 2R9 Toronto, ON, M7A 2R9 
Telephone: 416-314-2120 Téléphone: 416-314-2120 
Facsimile: 416-314-7175 Télécopieur: 416-314-7175 
Email : Andrea.Williams@ontario.ca Email : Andrea.Williams@ontario.ca 

 

June 19, 2012 
 
 
Ms. Grace Pasceri 
SkyPower Limited 
130 Adelaide St. W., 30th Floor 
Toronto, ON 
M5H 3P5 
 
 
RE:  SkyPower – GoldLight LP Solar Project, 

Part of Lots 8 and 9, Concession 5, Town of Georgina, RM of York 
OPA FIT Reference No. FIT-F9LD355-GOLDLIGHT, F-001558-SPV-130-505 
MTCS File HD00702 
PIFs # P027-147-2011 and P120-131-2012 

 
 
Dear Ms. Pasceri: 
 
 
This letter constitutes the Ministry of Tourism and Culture’s written comments as required by s. 22(3)(a) of 
O. Reg. 359/09 under the Environmental Protection Act regarding archaeological assessments undertaken 
for the above project. 
 
Based on the information contained in the reports you have submitted for this project, the Ministry believes 
the archaeological assessment complies with the Ontario Heritage Act's licensing requirements, including 
the licence terms and conditions and the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists.  
Please note that the Ministry makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or 
quality of the Report.* 
 
The reports recommend the following: 
 
Stage 1-2 Original Report, PIF # P027-147-2011, Report Dated April 27, 2012, Report Received by 
the Ministry May 3, 2012: 
 
The report recommends the following: 
 
 

 Stage 2 archaeological assessment is recommended for those areas not assessed by SJAHCE.  
These areas are illustrated in Map 17a and b. 

Based on Section 2.2 of the Standards and Guidelines, a Stage 3 archaeological assessment is 
required.    



 

 Stage 3 assessment is required for both BbGt-29 and BbGt-30, as per the Standards and 
Guidelines.  Recommend that Stage 3 archaeological assessment of the site be conducted as per 
the S & G’s (MTC 2011b) for conducting Stage 3 assessments. These standards require additional 
historic research; controlled surface collection, and the following with respect to the number and 
placement of one metre test units: 

Place and excavate 1 m square test units in a 5 m grid across the site. Place and excavate 
additional test units, amounting to 20% of the grid unit total, focusing on areas of interest within the 
site extent.” (MTC 2011a:51). It is anticipated that a total of 281 1 metre test units will be required 
to complete the Stage 3 assessment of the site, BbGt-29.   The number of units proposed is under 
discussion with the MTCS, and are subject to change.    

Place and excavate 1 m square test units in a 5 m grid across the site. Place and excavate 
additional test units, amounting to 20% of the grid unit total, focusing on areas of interest within the 
site extent.” (MTC 2011a:51). It is anticipated that a total of 450 1 metre test units will be required 
to complete the Stage 3 assessment of the site, BbGt-30. The number of units proposed is under 
discussion with the MTCS, and are subject to change.    

With respect to the isolated findspot, no further assessment is required. 

 
 
The Ministry is satisfied with these recommendations.  
 
 
Stage 1-2 Original Report, PIF # P120-131-2012, Report Dated May 8, 2012, Report Received by the 
Ministry May 10, 2012: 
 
The report recommends the following: 
 

Section 7.8.4, Standard 1 
This standard is not applicable as no sites were identified. 

 
Section 7.8.4, Standard 2 
The report makes recommendations only regarding archaeological matters. 

 
Section 7.8.4, Standard 3 
The Stage 2 survey did not identify any archaeological sites requiring further assessment or 
mitigation of impacts and it is recommended that no further archaeological assessment of the 
subject property assessed by The Archaeologists Inc. be required. 

 
 
The Ministry is satisfied with these recommendations.  
 
This letter does not waive any requirements which you may have under the Ontario Heritage Act. A 
separate letter addressing archaeological licensing obligations under the Act will be sent to the archaeologist 
who completed the assessment and will be copied to you.  
 
This letter does not constitute approval of the renewable energy project. Approvals of the project may be 
required under other statutes and regulations. It is your responsibility to obtain any necessary approvals or 
licences.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or require additional information. 



 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Williams 

A/ Archaeology Review Officer  

 
cc. Scarlett Janusas, Scarlett Janusas Archaeological and Heritage Consulting and Education 

George Clark, The Archaeologists Inc. 
Keith Powers, The Archaeologists Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
*In no way will the Ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result: (a) if the   
 Report(s) or its recommendations are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from the issuance 
of this letter. Further measures may need to be taken in the event that additional artifacts or archaeological sites are identified or 
the Report(s) is otherwise found to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent. 
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545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 16, 2012 
 
 
Pat Redhead 
Georgina Public Library - Pefferlaw Branch 
76 Pete's Lane, P.O. Box 220 
Pefferlaw, ON L0E 1N0 
 
Dear Ms. Redhead: 
 
RE: Copy of GoldLight Draft REA Binder for Public Viewing for GoldLight Solar Power Project   
 
GoldLight LP proposes to develop GoldLight, a 10 MW solar farm located in the Town of Georgina and 

Region of York. Canadian Solar is coordinating and managing the approval process for GoldLight LP. 

GoldLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity 

generated by the renewable facility through the province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program. The project will 

require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 

of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

In accordance with Section 16(5)(b) of the Regulation, draft REA studies and reports (which have been 

combined into one large binder) must be made available for public review at least 60 days before a 

second public meeting. All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public 

meeting will be held on September 17, 2012.  

Canadian Solar has indicated that they would like the Georgina Public Library – Pefferlaw Branch to 

carry one of the draft REA binders for public review. Thus, we are providing you with a binder containing 

draft copies of the REA documents. The binder is specifically for public viewing; please make it 

available and easily accessible somewhere inside of the library as of July 18, 2012. 
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Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or 
Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com  
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attach:  Complete draft REA package (in binder form) 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
  

mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 16, 2012 
 

Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk 
Region of York 
17250 Yonge Street 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 6Z1 
 
Dear Mr. Kelly: 
 
RE:  Notice  of  Second Public  Meet ing  

GoldLight  Solar Power Project,  SkyPower L imited  
 
As a follow up to the package you received in June 2012 containing the Draft REA Documents Release, 
we would like to notify you that the second public meeting for GoldLight LP will be taking place on 
September 17, 2012, at the Egypt Community Hall located at 6756 Smith Boulevard in Egypt, Ontario. 
Please find attached a copy of the newspaper notice that will be released to the public on July 12, 2012.  

As an update to the reports and documentation provided to date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
(Canadian Solar) has acquired a majority ownership stake in the GoldLight Solar Power Project, while 
SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still maintains a minority ownership stake in this project.  Canadian Solar 
will be managing the remainder of the permitting activities and will be responsible for the construction 
and operation of the facility.  SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in all aspects of the permitting, 
construction, and operations, as needed.  This announcement represents a continuation of the 
relationship that Canadian Solar and SkyPower have built through the design and construction of several 
solar projects in Ontario.  The project will require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – 
Renewable Energy Approval (REA), under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act. 

Also attached to this letter is a copy of the Ministry of Natural Resources’ (MNR) clearance letter for the 
Natural Heritage Assessment and a copy of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s (MTCS) 
clearance letter for the Archaeological Assessment, which were unavailable when the draft package was 
mailed to you.  The MNR letter can be inserted under Tab 5 of the previously mailed binder and the 
MTCS letter can be inserted under Tab 7 of the previously mailed binder. 

As a result of comments received from the MNR, several changes were made to the Natural Heritage 
Assessment (and associated reports as necessary).  These changes are as follows: 

 Revision of the project location boundary.  After collaboration with the MNR, the delineation of 
a wetland was extended and the project location revised to avoid this feature. 
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 Wildlife previously treated as significant in earlier drafts of the Natural Heritage Assessment 
were evaluated based on Winter and Summer 2012 field surveys and evaluated to be not 
significant in the final version of the reports.  The wildlife habitat to be evaluated as not 
significant included Amphibian Breeding Habitat, Amphibian Movement Corridor, Habitat for 
Western Chorus Frog, Raptor Winter Feeding and Roosting Area, Habitat for Rough-legged 
Hawks, Habitat for Short-eared Owl.  Mitigation measures specific to these types of wildlife 
habitat were removed from the Environmental Impact Study. 

 The area of woodland to be removed within the project location was revised to 1.36 ha.  
Additional mitigation and compensation requirements have been included in the Environmental 
Impact Study of the Natural Heritage Assessment. 

At your request a revised copy of the Natural Heritage Assessment, with the above-noted changes 
included, can be provided to you electronically (by CD).  Alternatively, you may download a copy from 
the project website as of July 18 at www.goldlightsolar.com. 

If you have any questions about the project or attached documents, or would like to set up a meeting, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly at: 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 or 
Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com  
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
Attach:  Notice of Second Public Meeting   
  MNR clearance letter for the Natural Heritage Assessment  

MTC clearance letter for the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
Figure 2 – GoldLight Project Location 

mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/


8/9/12 Dillon Consulting Mail - Fwd: FW: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up

1/4https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ea41c0c1f6&view=pt&cat=REA%2FSkyPower General%2FGoldL…

McCarthy, Michelle <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

Fwd: FW: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up

Moebs, Laura <lmoebs@dillon.ca> Thu, Aug 9, 2012 at 3:18 PM
To: Michelle McCarthy <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

Something to add to the GoldLight Consultation Report :) 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Bellamy, Megan <mbellamy@dillon.ca>
Date: Wed, Aug 8, 2012 at 8:02 AM
Subject: Fwd: FW: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up
To: Laura Moebs <lmoebs@dillon.ca>

Hi Laura,
Can you please distribute to this to the report writers for Earth, Beam and Gold (I think it's just you and Michelle).

Thanks!
Megan
 

Megan Bellamy, M.R.E.M.

Dillon Consulting Limited

235 Yorkland Blvd Suite 800

Toronto, O ntario, M2J 4Y8 

T  - 416.229.4647 ext. 2423

F - 416.229.4692

MBellamy@dillon.ca

www.dillon.ca 

 Please cons ider the environment before printing this  email

   
  
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Grace Pasceri <Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com>
Date: 8 August 2012 08:00
Subject: FW: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up
To: "Bellamy, Megan (mbellamy@dillon.ca)" <mbellamy@dillon.ca>

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri 
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 7:57 AM
To: Laura Diotte (lbdiotte@georgina.ca)
Cc: Mark Feenstra
Subject: FW: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up

20MJB
Rectangle



8/9/12 Dillon Consulting Mail - Fwd: FW: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up

2/4https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ea41c0c1f6&view=pt&cat=REA%2FSkyPower General%2FGoldL…

Importance: High

 

Good morning Laura,

 

Please find attached all of the information you’ve requested, except the transmission line plans.
We are still looking into those plans and hope to send them to you as well.

 

·         An example of a decommissioning agreement that is required under a REA. - See William

Rutley REA Letter. Sections  5 and 6 on Page 5, discusses decommissioning.

·         Soil tests (determine agricultural suitability) for GoldLight and EarthLight. – Sending in a

separate email. Files were too large to send in one.

·         Details and locations of any solar projects proposed in Georgina that are in queue for FIT
contracts. - Please contact Charmaine Thompson at SkyPower. Any other proposed

projects in Georgina fall under SkyPower.

·         Transmission line plans from each proposed solar project to the distribution station. –

Information to follow. 

·         Overview (flow chart or table) of the construction process (detailing approximately how long
each stage will take). – Table is attached.

 

If you have any further questions or require further information for your presentation, please let
me know.

 

Thanks again,

Grace

 

 

From: Laura Diotte 
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 3:55 PM
To: Mark Feenstra (Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com)
Cc: 'Charmaine Thompson'; Harold Lenters; Michael Baskerville
Subject: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up

 

Hi Mark,



8/9/12 Dillon Consulting Mail - Fwd: FW: GoldLight, EarthLight and BeamLight - Meeting Follow-up

3/4https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ea41c0c1f6&view=pt&cat=REA%2FSkyPower General%2FGoldL…

 

Thank you for meeting with Harold Lenters, Michael Baskerville and myself to discuss the three
proposed solar projects in Georgina. We appreciate you and Grace coming all the way from
Guelph to sit down with us.

 

There are a few items I noted during our meeting that you indicated you would provide for our
review. If possible, can you please provide the following:

 

·         An example of a decommissioning agreement that is required under a REA.

·         Soil tests (determine agricultural suitability) for GoldLight and EarthLight.

·         Details and locations of any solar projects proposed in Georgina that are in queue for FIT
contracts (I think Grace said these projects might be SkyPower projects, so I have cc’d
Charmaine on this e-mail).

·         Transmission line plans from each proposed solar project to the distribution station.

·         Overview (flow chart or table) of the construction process (detailing approximately how long
each stage will take).

 

Also, Grace indicated that she has a new e-mail with Canadian Solar, but I did not receive it
yet. Can you forward this e-mail to her and provide me with her new e-mail address.

 

As requested, please find attached the table detailing the amount of agricultural land in
Georgina prepared by the Town’s Tax Division.

 

Thank you and have a nice weekend.

 

Laura Diotte

Senior Planner - Policy

Town of Georgina

26557 Civic Centre Road

Keswick, ON L4P 3G1

T: 905-476-4301, ext. 253

F: 905-476-4394
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Laura Moebs, M.Pl.  

Dillon Consulting Limited

235 Yorkland Blvd, Suite 800

Toronto, O N M2J 4Y8

T  - 416.229.4646 ext. 2314

F - 416.229.4692

lmoebs@dillon.ca

www.dillon.ca 

 Please cons ider the environment before printing this  email

 

 

-- 

2 attachments

William_Rutley_Renewable_Energy_Approval_Letter.pdf
99K

Sample construction schedule.pdf
177K



9/13/12 Dillon Consulting Mail - Fwd: FW: Municipal Consultation Form

1/5https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ea41c0c1f6&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=139c05c2d736a164

McCarthy, Michelle <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

Fwd: FW: Municipal Consultation Form

Moebs, Laura <lmoebs@dillon.ca> Thu, Sep 13, 2012 at 12:00 PM
To: Michelle McCarthy <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

To add into the Gold Report (or addendum)

Thanks! 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Grace Pasceri <Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com>
Date: Thu, Sep 13, 2012 at 10:37 AM
Subject: FW: Municipal Consultation Form
To: "lmoebs@dillon.ca" <lmoebs@dillon.ca>

 

 

From: Laura Diotte [mailto:lbdiotte@georgina.ca] 
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 9:15 AM
To: Grace Pasceri
Cc: Mark Feenstra

Subject: RE: Municipal Consultation Form

 

Hi Grace,

 

Council reports are available Friday around noon and will be made available on the Town’s
website under Council Agenda’s (http://www.georgina.ca/council-minutes.aspx). (sorry, we
cannot give out reports before Council have received them).

 

Presentations at a Council meeting are limited to 5 minutes. We do have screens for
powerpoint if interested. I would suggest displaying some good pictures from other projects
that are built and the site plan layouts for the three projects in Georgina. The other big issue
was the agricultural land. In my report I included an excerpt from the Soils Test indicating that
there is no Class 1 and 2 lands on BeamLight, GoldLight and EarthLight, but you may want to
say it again!
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Let me know if you have any other questions.

 

Laura Diotte

Senior Planner - Policy

Town of Georgina

26557 Civic Centre Road

Keswick, ON L4P 3G1

T: 905-476-4301, ext. 253

F: 905-476-4394

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri [mailto:Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 6:00 AM
To: Laura Diotte
Cc: Mark Feenstra
Subject: Re: Municipal Consultation Form

 

Good morning Laura,

We're currently working on our presentation to council for Monday. 

Would we be getting a copy of your report beforehand or any of the specifics we should be highlighting in our
presentation.

Thanks,
Grace

 

From: Laura Diotte [mailto:lbdiotte@georgina.ca] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 03:10 PM

To: Grace Pasceri 
Subject: RE: Municipal Consultation Form 

 

Hi Grace,

 

The Municipal Consultation Form for BeamLight will appear before Council on August 20,
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2012. GoldLight and EarthLight will appear before Council on September 10, 2012. Council
has requested to review comments before they are forwarded to you. Obviously any larger
issues would be discussed with you beforehand (I don’t have any yet). I’m actually working on
reviewing the binders right now.

 

At our last meeting in Harold’s office we discussed that Canadian Solar would be present to
provide an overview of the three projects and answer any questions Council may have at the
August 20, 2012 Council meeting (starts at 5pm). Is this still possible?

 

Also, can I include sections of the soil study reports for all three projects in my Council reports?

 

Laura Diotte

Senior Planner - Policy

Town of Georgina

26557 Civic Centre Road

Keswick, ON L4P 3G1

T: 905-476-4301, ext. 253

F: 905-476-4394

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri [mailto:Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Laura Diotte
Subject: Municipal Consultation Form

 

Hi Laura,

 

All is progressing well with the GoldLight Project. We have our final public information meeting on Sept. 17, 2012.

 

One key elements we're missing, is the Municipal Consultation Form from the Town of Georgina.

 

Would you be able to let me know when this form would be returned? We're aiming to submit our REA
application to the Ministry in September.
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Thanks,

Grace

 

 

Grace Pasceri

Permitting Manager – Solar Farms

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. - a subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc. (NASDAQ: CSIQ) 

545 Speedvale Avenue West

Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6

T: 1 519 837 1881 ext. 2293

F: 1 519 837 2550

E: Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com

W: http://www.canadian-solar.ca/

 

The information contained in this email is intended only for its addressee and may contain confidential and/or priv ileged information.

If the reader of this email is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, sav ing, distribution or use of the content

of this email in any way is prohibited. If you hav e receiv ed this email in error, please notify the sender and delete the email. We use

updated antiv irus protection software. We do not accept any responsibility for damages caused anyhow by v iruses transmitted v ia

email.

 

 Please consider the environment before printing this email

 

 

 

This email and any files transmitted with it are privileged and/or confidential and for the use only of the intended recipient. If you have received this email in error,

please advise the sender immediately and delete this message from your system. If you are not the intended recipient, disclosing, copying, distributing, and any

use or action with respect to this communication is strictly prohibited. We take precautions to avoid transmitting viruses, and do not accept liability for any

unintentionally transmitted viruses. Errors can occur in or during electronically transmitted material. We do not accept responsibility for such errors. If you require

verification, please request a hard copy.
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Consultation Meeting Minutes 
York Region 
 
Date:  August 27, 2012 at 9:30AM 
Present: Mike Mallette, Senior Planner, York Region 

 Paul Belton, Manager Development Review, York Region 
 Heather Konefat, Director Community Planning, York 

Region 
Mark Feenstra, Canadian Solar 

  Grace Pasceri, Canadian Solar 

  Jessica Wright, Dillon Consulting 
 

 
Topics discussed: 
 

- MF provided an overview of BeamLight, EarthLight and GoldLight 
projects.  Noting that the final PIC for Beam is tonight (Aug 27, 2012) 

and the final PICs for Earth and Gold will be in mid-September.  After 
which, a consultation report would be drafted and submitted to the 
MOE. 

 
- MM noted a response letter issued to SkyPower in September 2011.  

The letter suggested that SkyPower (now CSI) contact the Region’s 
Forestry department. 

o GP indicated that CSI would look into this. 

 
- MF described further CSI current projects and operations; CSI 

currently has 4 to 5 projects built (in Napanee area, Thunder Bay area, 
Cornwall area) and more are under construction.  In each of the York 

Region projects (Beam, Earth and Gold), there will be approximately 
1000 tables within the project.  The land is leased for twenty years for 
a flat rate. 

 

- HK inquired about concerns from the public. 

o MF and GP: There are concerns regarding changes to property 
value, once the solar farms are installed.  Residents are also 
concerned about visual impacts.  Some are concerned about 

noise during and after construction.  During construction, the 
contractors will have to abide by the local by-laws (i.e. noise).  

After construction a survey must be conducted to ensure that 
noise is within prescribed guidelines. 

 

- MM asked how long construction typically is. 
o MF replied that it is typically 8-10 months.   
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- MM inquired about project decommissioning. 
o MF explained that everything needs to be removed (berms etc). 

 

- HK asked if CSI was selling back to the grid and how this project is 

integrated with the Green Energy Act.   
o MF replied that CSI is selling back to the grid and that the solar 

projects are part of the REA process.  Once the final reports are 

submitted to MOE it is a 6-9 month review process.  There are 
some permits separate from MOE that will be required (such as 

site entry building permits for the inverter and sub stations, 
communication towers). 

o GP stated that CSI was hoping for a letter from both York 
Region and the Town of Georgina. 

 

- MM asked if the facility will tie into the hydro system that already 
exists in the area. 

o MF explained that some of the projects will have to build out 
and connect to the lines.  Hydro One manages the design and 
build of the connections. 

 

- HK asked if taxes would change. 

o MF replied that they would change to industrial. 

 

- MM and HK asked about the construction equipment that would need 

to access the site.  

o MF explained the there would be about 600 to 1000 trucks.  The 

communication tower is a free wave tower for communication 

with Hydro One and will be 60-100 ft.  

 

- York Region inquired about the operations of the facility 

o MF: The facility should produce 17,000 MW hrs/yr.  In terms of 

the operation, anything within the fence line will be operate, 

owned and maintained by CSI.  Beyond the fence line is Hydro 

One.  Maintenance is expected to be minimal.  Washing will be 

conducted with a water truck (no chemical, herbicides or 

pesticides).  The panels are guaranteed to produce 80% 

capacity in 20yrs.  The rack and structure will have a longer life 

span.  In terms of the decommissioning, the REA reports detail 

the methods. 

- HK explained that typically York Region has not written letter because 

they have no authority over the process; not even planning 
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jurisdiction.  York Region will provide review for road access.  Town of 
Georgina will provide site plan review.   

 
- HK: York Region will work with CSI on road and landscaping issues, 

however we will not be forwarding a report to council.  The province is 
more interested in a response from the Town of Georgina.   
 

- GP: A reply will be made to the September 2011 letter from York 
Region and CSI will contact York Region Forestry Department. 
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McCarthy, Michelle <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

FW: GoldLight Municipal Consultation Form

Grace Pasceri <Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com> Tue, Aug 21, 2012 at 1:55 PM
To: "Michelle McCarthy (mmccarthy@dillon.ca)" <mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 1:56 PM
To: 'Dempsey, Susan'
Subject: RE: GoldLight Municipal Consultation Form

 

Thanks Susan!

 

From: Dempsey, Susan [mailto:Susan.Dempsey@york.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 1:55 PM
To: Grace Pasceri
Subject: RE: GoldLight Municipal Consultation Form

 

I will have Paul Belton talk to our Director about it.

 

Susan Dempsey 
Administrative Assistant to Heather Konefat 
Director of Community Planning 
Transportation & Community Planning 
The Regional Municipality of York 
17250 Yonge Street 
Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 
Tel: 905-830-4444, Ext. 1519 
e-mail: susan.dempsey@york.ca

 

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri [mailto:Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 1:51 PM
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To: Dempsey, Susan

Subject: RE: GoldLight Municipal Consultation Form

Hi Susan,

 

It would have likely gone to the CAO.  Attached is a copy of the form that was sent.

 

Thanks,

Grace

 

From: Dempsey, Susan [mailto:Susan.Dempsey@york.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 1:44 PM
To: Grace Pasceri
Subject: RE: GoldLight Municipal Consultation Form

 

Hi Grace:

 

I am not familiar with this form, could you send me a copy please. Do you know who exactly it was sent to?  You

see we have had a department reorg.

 

Susan Dempsey 
Administrative Assistant to Heather Konefat 
Director of Community Planning 
Transportation & Community Planning 
The Regional Municipality of York 
17250 Yonge Street 
Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 
Tel: 905-830-4444, Ext. 1519 
e-mail: susan.dempsey@york.ca

 

 

 

From: Grace Pasceri [mailto:Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 1:08 PM
To: Dempsey, Susan

Subject: GoldLight Municipal Consultation Form

Hi Susan,
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All is progressing well with the GoldLight solar project.

 

We have scheduled a public meeting for September 17, 2012 at Pefferlaw Lions Club from 6 to 8PM.

 

One key elements we're missing, is the Municipal Consultation Form from York Region.

 

Would you be able to let me know when this form would be returned?  Possible during our scheduled meeting on
August 27, 2012 at 9:30am?

 

 

Thanks,

Grace

 

 

Grace Pasceri

Permitting Manager – Solar Farms

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. - a subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc. (NASDAQ: CSIQ) 

545 Speedvale Avenue West

Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6

T: 1 519 837 1881 ext. 2293

F: 1 519 837 2550

E: Grace.Pasceri@na.canadiansolar.com

W: http://www.canadian-solar.ca/

 

The information contained in this email is intended only for its addressee and may contain confidential and/or priv ileged information.

If the reader of this email is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, sav ing, distribution or use of the content

of this email in any way is prohibited. If you hav e receiv ed this email in error, please notify the sender and delete the email. We use

updated antiv irus protection software. We do not accept any responsibility for damages caused anyhow by v iruses transmitted v ia

email.

 

 Please consider the environment before printing this email







The Super Highway to Grid Parity

September 2012
Private and Confidential

The Corporation of the Town of Georgina
BeamLight, EarthLight and GoldLight Solar Projects 

Mark Feenstra, Project Manager – Solar Farms
Darren Carl, Project Coordinator – Solar Farms
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SkyPower and Canadian Solar Purchase Agreement

Purchase Agreement
• In mid-April, SkyPower announced that Canadian Solar would be acquiring 16 solar 

projects, including the BeamLight, EarthLight and GoldLight solar projects
• Combines SkyPower’s strengths in project development and permitting with 

Canadian Solar’s strengths in project engineering and construction

Transition
• Canadian Solar is now leading the permitting, engineering and construction of the 

BeamLight, EarthLight and GoldLight solar projects
• Several SkyPower staff members have transitioned to Canadian Solar and continue 

to work with the Town of Georgina

1



Canadian Solar

Since inception, Canadian Solar has focused on photovoltaic solar module 
manufacturing
• Canadian Solar was founded in Ontario in 2001
• Over 10,000 employees globally
• Offices in 13 countries/territories

In Ontario, we saw a unique opportunity to complement our manufacturing 
operations with project development made possible by the  Renewable 
Energy Standard Offer Program (RESOP) and the Green Energy Act

Based on our success with project development in Ontario, we are now 
offering this service internationally

2



Canadian Solar – Ontario Operations

Guelph Manufacturing Facility – 220MW of Annual Capacity 

Over 400 people employed in the province

Provide turnkey solar systems for residential, agricultural, commercial and 
utility scale applications

Market products in Canada, the United States, Mexico and the Caribbean

3



BeamLight, EarthLight and GoldLight Solar Projects

4

BeamLight
10MW AC

EarthLight
10MW AC

GoldLight
10MW AC



BeamLight Solar Project
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BeamLight Solar Project
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EarthLight Solar Project
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EarthLight Solar Project
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GoldLight Solar Project
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GoldLight Solar Project
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Typical Racking Structure
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Completed Projects – First Light II (Napanee)
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Completed Projects – Thunder Bay Airport

13



Nearing Completion – Canadian Solar 1 (Napanee)

14



Questions

Mark Feenstra, Project Manager – Solar Farms
Terry Rasmussen, Project Manager – Solar Farms

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc.
545 Speedvale Avenue West

Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6
T: +1 519 837 1881

www.canadian-solar.ca

15
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Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

September 25, 2012 
 
Harold Lenters 
Director of Building and Planning 
Town of Georgina 

Georgina Civic Centre 

26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2  
Keswick, ON L4P 3G1 

 
Re: Comments outlined in the Municipal Consultation Forms for the EarthLight, BeamLight and 
GoldLight Solar Projects 
 
Dear Harold: 
 
Canadian Solar would like to take the opportunity to address the comments outlined in the Municipal 
Consultation Forms for the EarthLight, BeamLight and GoldLight Solar Projects that were presented to 
Council on August 20, 2012 and September 10, 2012.  
 
 We offer the following responses to your comments: 
 

PROJECT COMMENT/CONCERN REPLY 

BeamLight Canadian Solar was advised that the site 
would be better serviced strictly by access 
from Park Road or York Regional Road No. 18. 
 

Based on the Town of Georgina’s 
preference, Canadian Solar will discuss 
site access options for the BeamLight 
Solar Project with York Region and our 
landowners and provide a response in the 
near future.   

EarthLight 
BeamLight 
GoldLight 

Canadian Solar to provide reasons as to why 
a Traffic Management Plan was not included 
in the draft REA documents. 
 

Canadian Solar’s Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction contractor 
will complete a Traffic Management Plan 
prior to construction.  A Traffic 
Management Plan is not possible at this 
time since our raw material sources (e.g., 
aggregates) have not been identified. 

EarthLight 
BeamLight 
GoldLight 

Canadian Solar to submit a more detailed 
landscape designs to the Town of Georgina 
for review and comment, along with 
renderings showing what the project will look 
like from public views (i.e. street or 
neighbouring properties) 

Canadian Solar is committed to 
addressing the concerns of the 
community during all phases of the 
proposed facility. In order to better 
understand the visual concerns of 
neighbouring properties, we have and 
will continue to meet with residents at 
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

their home to find an acceptable solution. 
 
At this time, Canadian Solar cannot 
commit to planting trees or berms 
adjacent to public streets. 

EarthLight 
BeamLight 
GoldLight 

Canadian Solar to provide information, 
education and training to the Georgina Fire 
Department. 

Any additional training, if required, would 
be endured by the proponent. The 
Emergency Response Communication 
Plan is outlined in the Design and 
Operations Report. 

EarthLight 
BeamLight 
GoldLight 

Canadian Solar to provide and Maintain a Fire 
Safety Plan. 

Agreed. 

EarthLight 
BeamLight 
GoldLight 

Canadian Solar to provide emergency access 
to the site during construction and after. 
 
 

Agreed. 

BeamLight Canadian Solar must obtain occupancy and 
access to Frog Street by Application to the 
Department of Operations and Engineering. 

Agreed. 
 

EarthLight 
BeamLight 
GoldLight 

A building permit will be required for all 
plumbing, all building greater than 10 m sq. 
and all buildings less than 10 m sq. that 
contain plumbing as regulated under the 
Building Code Act and Ontario Building Code. 

Agreed. 
 

EarthLight 
BeamLight 
GoldLight 

Canadian Solar to circulate the Stage 1 and 2 
Archaeological Assessment Report, Stage 3 
Archaeological (when completed), and the 
Cultural Heritage Assessment to the Georgina 
Heritage Committee prior to any site 
alteration or construction taking place on the 
site.  

Copies of the Stage 1 and 2 
Archaeological Assessment Report and 
the Cultural Heritage Assessment will be 
sent to the Georgina Heritage Committee 
in the near future. The Stage 3 
Archaeological Assessment is currently 
underway. 

BeamLight Canadian Solar provide the Georgina Heritage 
Committee copies of all the documentation 
of Built Feature #2. 

All the documentation of Built Feature #2 
is provided in the Stage 1 and 2 
Archaeological Assessment Report and 
the Cultural Heritage Assessment. Once 
the Stage 3 Archaeological is complete, a 
copy of the report will be sent. 
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Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

Prior to construction, Canadian Solar will have a kick-off meeting with Town of Georgina’s staff where 
the comments listed above can be addressed in further detail. 
 
 
 
 
Canadian Solar is committed to working with the Town of Georgina to ensure that all comments are 
addressed.  If you have any questions or require any further information regarding the project, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph ON N1K 1E6 
T: 519-837-1881 Ext. 2342 
C: 519-497-9316 
Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com  
www.canadian-solar.ca  

 
 

mailto:Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30
th
 Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 

 
w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

                                  July 25, 2011 
 

 
 
Doris Dumais 
Director, Environmental Assessment Approvals Branch 
Ministry of Environment 
2 St. Clair Ave. W. Flr. 12A 
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5 

Sent via courier 
 
Dear Doris, 
 
Subject: Notice of a Proposals and Notice of Public Meetings - SkyPower Limited 
 
SkyPower Limited is very pleased to be developing 10 MW solar projects that will provide a clean and 
renewable source of energy to Ontario.  SkyPower proposes to develop 13 solar facilities with a 
maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW.  
 
These projects are located as follows: 
 

 Aria – Township of Springwater 
 BeamLight – Town of Georgina 
 CityLights – Township of North Dundas 
 DiscoveryLight – Township of Brock 
 EarthLight – Town of Georgina 
 FotoLight – Prince Edward County 
 GoldLight – Town of Georgina 
 GoodLight – City of Kawartha Lakes 
 Illumination – Township of Scugog 
 LunarLight – City of Belleville 
 MightySolar – Township of North Dundas 
 RayLight – Township of Tay 
 SparkleLight – City of Kawartha Lakes 

 
These solar projects require a Renewable Energy Approval which is subject to the provisions of the 
Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1and Ontario Regulation 359/09.  In accordance with Section 
15 of Ontario Regulation 359/09, Notice of Proposals, Notice of Public Meetings and Draft Project 
Description Reports for all the projects have been enclosed. 
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SkyPower Limited 

130 Adelaide Street West, 30
th
 Floor Toronto, ON, M5H 3P5 

Telephone (416) 979-4625  Fax: (416) 981-8686 

 
w w w . s k y p o w e r . c o m  

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at:  
 
Office:  416-979-4625 
Direct Line:  647-478-2820 
Email:  gracep@skypower.com 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Grace Pasceri 
Senior Director 
Project Planning and Implementation 
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Moebs, Laura <lmoebs@dillon.ca>

Fwd: FW: FW: Sutton CBC response
1 message

Petruniak, Jennifer <jpetruniak@dillon.ca> Mon, Aug 13, 2012 at 10:40 AM
To: Megan Bellamy <mbellamy@dillon.ca>, Katharine Myrans <KMyrans@dillon.ca>, Laura Moebs <lmoebs@dillon.ca>, Michelle McCarthy
<mmccarthy@dillon.ca>

response
Jennifer Petruniak, M.Sc.

Associate

Dillon Consulting Limited

235 Yorkland Blvd Suite 800

Toronto, O ntario, M2J 4Y8 

T  - 416.229.4647 ext. 2432

F - 416.229.4692

M - 416.671.6825

JPetruniak@dillon.ca

www.dillon.ca 

 Please cons ider the environment before printing this  email

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Harris, Jonathan <JHarris2@dillon.ca>
Date: Tue, Nov 29, 2011 at 7:36 AM
Subject: FW: FW: Sutton CBC response
To: "Petruniak, Jennifer" <JPetruniak@dillon.ca>

Will have to revise the EOS to represent this information, should have a revised draft done this morning

From: Paul Harpley [mailto:paul@harpley.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 2:00 AM
To: Harris, Jonathan
Cc: Rob Milne
Subject: Re: FW: Sutton CBC

2011-11-29

Jonathan: Thanks for your notes. Their are some important past CBC Bird reports in the area you are asking about. The obvious ones that come to mind
are the Frog St. East site on the Zephyr Creek. Red-shouldered hawk has been confirmed breeding in the past at the forest/wetlands at the east end of
the road and is sometimes seen into late December. Ravens have returned to to northern York Region as breeders in the last decade, including this area
of Georgina. They consistently winter here and we always now get them here on the Sutton CBC. I saw and heard 2 a week ago on Frog Street. Also, at
Frog St. and Park Rd. the open fields are arctic like and we consistently get Snow owls there in winter, sometimes on the Sutton CBC. Later in
Feb./March we have got Lapland longspurs, Horned larks and Short-eared owls consistently on Frog Street East. 

These are off the top recollections. A few of these species are also seen on the Old Homestead Skypower proposed sites. Some years ago a Hawk owl
ovewrwintered east of these sites out of the CBC circle area.

Myself and Dr. Rob Milne (Wilfrid Laurier University) are Directors of the Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe (www.zephyrsociety.ca). We operate a
Wildlife Research Station Frog St. west on the Zephyr Creek. We have been studying breeding birds, landscape ecology, grassland ecology and

restoration etc. for many years here contributing to the Lake Simcoe Act and the Greenbelt establishment among other things. See a partial publication
list of this work historically, on the Zephyr Society web site.

We have concerns about these Skyepower proposed sites in rural habitat areas, especially the Frog Street east location with regard to grassland prairie
breeding birds in this area especially species in decline and at risk. We have data but expect detailed breeding bird work to be done by the Skyepower
proponents on these sites. Just so you know,  have other questions about these solar farms, as do others in the community. I have attended both
community meetings at Egypt Hall.

Dr. Milne is busy and I am recently retired but am finishing up a PhD Dissertation and not real available (see info attached). You can phone me at 905-
722-8021 (leave a message if I am not right there).

Paul Harpley

c.c. R. Milne, W.L.U. 

On 28/11/2011 2:15 PM, Harris, Jonathan wrote:

Hi Paul,
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I'm writing to follow up with this email I sent last week.
 
Jonathan Harris

From: Harris, Jonathan 
Sent: Wednesday, November 23, 2011 10:39 AM
To: 'paul@harpley.ca'
Cc: Petruniak, Jennifer
Subject: Sutton CBC

Hi Paul,
 
My consulting firm has been retained by Skypower Limited to conduct environmental assessments for several solar farm sites in the
Sutton area and I was wondering if you happen to have any bird count information (in particular Raptors) relating directly to the area of east
of Park Rd (county rd 18). I've attached a jpeg showing the area in question (highlighted in red).
 
 
Thank you for your time,
 
Jonathan Harris
 
 
 
Jonathan Harris, FWT
Biologist
 
Dillon Consulting Ltd.
800 - 235 Yorkland Blvd.
Toronto, Ontario, 42J 4Y8
Tel: 416-229-4647 ext. 2389
Fax: 416-229-4692
 

This message is directed in confidence solely to the person(s) named above and may contain
privileged, confidential or private information which is not to be disclosed. If you are not the
addressee or an authorized representative thereof, please contact the undersigned and
then destroy this message.

Ce message est destiné uniquement aux personnes indiquées dans l'entête et
peut contenir une information privilégiée, confidentielle ou privée et ne pouvant être
divulguée. Si vous n'êtes pas le destinataire de ce message ou une personne autorisée
à le recevoir, veuillez communiquer avec le soussigné et ensuite détruire ce message.

Zephyr Society P H Retire Zoo 2010 final 3.doc
1086K



 

        PRESS RELEASE 

Paul Harpley Retires from the Toronto Zoo after 31 years of Service 

Leading the Interpretation, Culture & Design Branch (I.C.& D.) of the General 
Management Division, Paul Harpley has been involved with design of Zoo 
exhibits focusing on the integration of authentic, aesthetic, ecological and 
cultural components development to create the final visitor experience for many 
years. Starting at the new Zoo in 1979, Harpley worked directly with the animal 
collection and quickly advanced in the new Creative Design Department. In the 
last two decades he has led the Zoo Exhibit Design and Graphics Units in the I.C. 
&D. Branch, responsible for hands-on design and graphics production, rockwork, 
murals, other artwork and exhibitry. He is best known for his design involvement 
in four large award winning Capital projects at the Zoo, the African Savanna, 
Gorilla Rainforest, Kids Zoo and the recent Tundra Trek. He also leads and 
coordinates a wide range of arts & culture related projects at the Zoo particularly 
recent African and Canadian Inuit Arts Festivals. Engaging cultural advisors and 
other academic and community members, he has chaired numerous committees 
of Canadian Aboriginal, Cree and Inuit, African, and Korean focus at the Zoo. 
______________________________________________________________________   

The Future  

Presently, Paul Harpley will be engaged full time in completing his 
PhD at York University, where he is a Fellow of McLaughlin College, 
and is expected to be finished in 2011. Key plans following the 
Doctorate include focusing on developing his long-term art career, 
outward bound exploration, and wilderness expedition planning and 
travelling with fellow explorers and his wife, Debra. he will also be 
involved in consulting, writing and other academic pursuits. 

Also … 

 



International Consulting 

Paul is widely recognized as an expert in exhibit design and nature 
and culture related interpretation. Following completion of his PhD at 
York University it is expected that he will team up with international 
academic and design colleagues, and launch into wide-ranging 
consulting. Zoos, Museums, Science Centres and Wilderness Parks 
and other protected areas will benefit from the extensive experience 
and talent of this planned collaborative future.  

and …   

As a Director, and founder of the Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe Paul 
Harpley plans to expand activities of the foundation in 2011. 
____________________________________________________________________________                             

Paul Harpley – Canadian - A Short Biography 

Paul Harpley, a long-time resident of northern York Region in the Town of 
Georgina, Ontario, Canada, is a past chair of the Ontario-Nunavut Region, 
and a Fellow of The Explorers Club.  Over the years he has been the 
recipient of numerous awards including the Canada 125 Medal (1992), the 
George R. Richardson Conservation Award of Honour (SLSN 2009), the 
Environmental Giant Award (2006), Environmental Award of Honour 
(1997), and the Conservation Award of Honour (SLSN 1995) for the Lake 
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Area. He has been Manager of 
Interpretation, Culture & Design at the Toronto Zoo and was involved in all 
new exhibit developments at the Zoo for many years. Recently retired from 
the Toronto Zoo, he was one of the original members of the “Save the 
Rouge” organization where he was instrumental as the key 
environmentalist in the saving the Rouge River in Toronto in the 1980’s and 
early 90’s, leading eventually to the establishment of the Rouge Park. 
These few dedicated and determined individuals led this major 
conservation initiative which has become an example in the decades since 
of what can be accomplished and has inspired many others to do similar 
work in many other places across Canada.  

Paul is an international Nature Artist with works of art (watercolour, acrylic 
and drawings) in private and corporate collections across Canada and 
around the world. Mr. Harpley lives rurally with his wife Debra where they 
raised their three grown children in the South Lake Simcoe area, off the 



north slope of the Oak Ridges Moraine in Southern Ontario. Presently a 
Doctoral Candidate completing this PhD research at York University, Paul 
is involved in research in the Canadian arctic tundra in western Hudson 
Bay, and the wild coast and lowlands of James Bay. Climate Change, 
Traditional Knowledge, local knowledge of wildlife, habitat, and future 
nature are key areas of his research. 

As a prolific writer he has published many scientific papers in refereed 
natural history, planning and related journals, book chapters in North 
American books and university text books. He is a leader in breeding bird 
and landscape ecology research for over twenty-five years. A strong 
advocate of natural area conservation in Southern Ontario, as an 
environmentalist and original member of the Save the Rouge River Valley 
System organization, he was instrumental in the success of “Saving the 
Rouge”. While an undergraduate student at the University of Toronto in the 
late 1970’s he worked in Algonquin Park as an interpretive naturalist at the 
Park Museum, and in the Wildlife Research Station in Black bear research 
with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.  

As President of the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists (an Ontario Nature 
Member organization) he conducted original Lake Simcoe watershed 
research and was one of the earliest scientists to promote the natural 
heritage value of conservation of the Oak Ridges Moraine, while serving on 
government and citizen committees working for this over many years. As a 
well-known Ontario Naturalist, Paul founded the Zephyr Society of Lake 
Simcoe, a research foundation  (www.zephyrsociety.ca) where he is a 
director. Paul continues to be active in many research projects in Lake 
Simcoe with university partners. He leads wilderness canoe and hiking trips 
and delivers lectures on natural and cultural heritage. 

Paul is widely travelled on research and wilderness expeditions in Canada, 
by canoe in Ontario’s north, in the western prairies, and the Rocky 
Mountains. He has explored international destinations ranging from East 
Africa, the Arizona deserts, the Caribbean, the mountains of  South Korea 
and the Pacific Island of Jeju, to the West Country of  England. 

Dr. Robert Milne PhD. 
President: The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe 
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography & Environmental Studies 
Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 

http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/


 

 
Polar Bear at Churchill Northern Studies Centre 
as seen by Paul Harpley while conducting his 
Doctoral research on the Western Hudson Bay 
sub arctic tundra. Photo credit: Global Explorers 
Students, August 2006  

 
Paul Harpley designing a native wildlife exhibitry 
area in Korea with Korean government officials, 
N.G.O. representatives and Seoul Grand Park 
Zoo Managers, to include Amur leopard, Korean 
tigers, Asiatic Black Bears and many other 
conservation priority species 

 
An original acrylic painting by Paul of the 
threatened Red-shouldered hawk, one of many 
of his limited edition reproduction nature prints. 

 
Detail of an original watercolour painting of a 
Northern Saw-whet owl by Paul. 
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Bellamy, Megan <mbellamy@dillon.ca>

Fwd: Submission of 5 Solar Projects for Review
1 message

Petruniak, Jennifer <jpetruniak@dillon.ca> 6 June 2012 15:29
To: Megan Bellamy <mbellamy@dillon.ca>

What I have received so far from LSRCA.

Also, I got a call from QCA (FotoLight and LunarLight) from Tim Trustham - they are reviewing the reports and will
get back to us.

Jen
Jennifer Petruniak, M.Sc.

Associate

Dillon Consulting Limited

235 Yorkland Blvd Suite 800

Toronto, O ntario, M2J 4Y8 

T  - 416.229.4647 ext. 2432

F - 416.229.4692

M - 416.671.6825

JPetruniak@dillon.ca

www.dillon.ca 

 Please cons ider the environment before printing this  email

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Chris Currie <C.Currie@lsrca.on.ca>
Date: Tue, Jun 5, 2012 at 4:32 PM
Subject: RE: Submission of 5 Solar Projects for Review
To: "Petruniak, Jennifer" <jpetruniak@dillon.ca>

Hi Jennifer,

 

I have forwarded the EIS reports to our natural heritage biologist for initial comments. Staff didn’t see
any deficiencies at this stage of review. We will need to have formal applications in for each project
as ultimately, we will need to issue permits. I have attached our permit application and landowner
authorization forms (last three pages of the package) for you to fill out.

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.

 

Sincerely,
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Chris Currie

Environmental Planner

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority

120 Bayview Parkway, Box 282, Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 4X1

905.895.1281 x284 |1.800.465.0437 | c.currie@lsrca.on.ca | lsrca.on.ca

 

 

The information in this message (including attachments) is directed in confidence solely to the person(s) named above and may not be otherwise distributed,

copied or disclosed. The message may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under the Municipal Freedom of

Information and Protection of Privacy Act and by the Personal Information Protection Electronic Documents Act. If you have received this message in error,

please notify the sender immediately and delete the message without making a copy. Thank you.

 

 

 

 

 

From: Petruniak, Jennifer [mailto:jpetruniak@dillon.ca] 
Sent: May 15, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Chris Currie
Cc: Grace Pasceri; Charmaine Thompson; Terry Rasmussen; KK
Subject: Submission of 5 Solar Projects for Review

 

Hi Chris,

 

A few weeks ago we spoke about 5 solar projects that are going through the REA process in the LSRCA
jurisdiction.  Below are instructions to download various reports written in support of the REA application to the
MOE and contain information that would be applicable to LSRCA.  We are submitting these reports for your
review and comment on any additional permitting requirements.  The reports being submitted for each of the 5
projects are the Natural Heritage Assessment Environmental Impact Study, which identifies significant natural
features and discusses potential environmental effects of the project and appropriate mitigation measures to be
undertaken, the Water Assessment Report, which identifies water bodies within the proposed project location
and surrounding 120 m (water bodies are permanent and intermittent streams, seepage areas and lakes under
REA), and, where a water body exists within the project location or surrounding 120 m, a Water Body Report has
been prepared (essentially an EIS for applicable water bodies).
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The highest priority project at this time for your review is EarthLight.  This is the project we spoke about that a
stream realignment is proposed.

 

If we can be of any assistance during your review, please don't hesitate to contact me.  We are open to meeting
with you and those in your office to discuss the projects if that's easier for you.  I believe you mentioned LSRCA
aims to review in approximately 30 days?  Is this still your target?

 

Please note the file download will expire on May 29.  If you have any difficulty downloading the zipped file, please
let me know.

 

Regards,
Jen

 

This is an automated notification that a file has been uploaded for you on the Dillon File Exchange Service site:

      Filename: Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Submission.zip
   Uploaded by: JEN PETRUNIAK
   Description:
       "Natural Heritage Assessment EIS and Water Body Reports for 5 Proposed Solar Projects"

To download the file, please visit http://files.dillon.ca

Login  as Username: 'client' Password: 'dillonclient'.
Then in the Download section, enter document key number: AB38795549FB4442

The document will remain available for download until: Tuesday, May 29, 2012

Jennifer Petruniak, M.Sc.

Associate

Dillon Consulting Limited

235 Yorkland Blvd Suite 800

Toronto, O ntario, M2J 4Y8 

T  - 416.229.4647 ext. 2432

F - 416.229.4692

M - 416.671.6825

JPetruniak@dillon.ca

www.dillon.ca

 Please cons ider the environment before printing this  email

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Dillon Files Exchange <noreply@dillon.ca>
Date: Tue, May 15, 2012 at 11:55 AM
Subject: Dillon Files Exchange Service - File Waiting!
To: "jpetruniak@dillon.ca" <jpetruniak@dillon.ca>
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Regards,
Dillon IT Help Desk
519-438-6200
1-877-DILLON-8
1-877-345-5668

 

 

This message is directed in confidence solely to the person(s) named above and may contain privileged,
confidential or private information which is not to be disclosed. If you are not the addressee or an authorized
representative thereof, please contact the undersigned and then destroy this message.

 

 

Ce message est destiné uniquement aux personnes indiquées dans l'entête et peut contenir une information
privilégiée, confidentielle ou privée et ne pouvant être divulguée. Si vous n'êtes pas le destinataire de ce message
ou une personne autorisée à le recevoir, veuillez communiquer avec le soussigné et ensuite détruire ce message.
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Ministry of Tourism,                         
Culture and Sport 

Culture Services Unit  

Programs and Services Branch  
Culture Division 
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tel.: 416 314-3108 
Fax: 416 314-7175 

Ministère du Tourisme,                            
de la Culture et du Sport 

Unité des services culturels  

Direction des programmes et des services 
Division de culture 
401, rue Bay, bureau 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél. : 416 314-3108 
Téléc. : 416 212-7175 
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May 30, 2012 
 
Ms. Grace Pasceri 
SkyPower Limited 
130 Adelaide Street West, Suite 30 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5H 3P5 
 
RE:  EarthLight Solar Farm 
 
 Location: Part Lot 10, Concession 4, Parts 1, 2 and 3, East Half Lot 9, Concession 4, 

Geographic Township of Georgina, Town of Georgina, Regional Municipality of York 
 
OPA Reference Number: FIT-FLWUF7M 
FIT Contract Number: F-001552-SPV-130-505 
 
MTC DPR file no.: PLAN-19EA078 

 
Dear Ms. Pasceri: 
 
This letter constitutes the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s written comments as required by s. 
23(3)(a) of O. Reg. 359/09 under the Environmental Protection Act regarding heritage assessments 
undertaken for the above project.  
 
Based on the information contained in the report you have submitted for this project, the Ministry is 
satisfied with the heritage assessment.  Please note that the Ministry makes no representation or warranty as 
to the completeness, accuracy or quality of the heritage assessment report. * 
 
The report recommends the following: 
 

9.0 MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
As per the Environmental Protection Act – O. Reg. 359/09 (Government of Ontario 
2009:22), an evaluation of any impact of the renewable energy project on any heritage 
resources which may exist on or abutting the property and proposed measures to avoid, 
eliminate or mitigate the impact, are made herein.  
 
Two elements within or abutting the study area have been identified as possible areas 
where the solar facility would have an impact on the cultural heritage of the area. In both 
cases (BF#1 and LU#1), the impact is indirect and can be mitigated with a visual screen 
to separate the solar facility from the built heritage feature or the cultural heritage 
landscape.  



 

 2 

It is recommended that in order to ensure that the long drive is retained as a cultural 
heritage attribute/feature that the solar panels and other infrastructure are located to either 
side of this driveway, and include a buffer of at least 10 metres.  
 
It is recommended that a visual screen, either a berm or vegetation screen be placed 
between the proposed solar facility and the farm house (Built Feature #1) as well as along 
Old Homestead Road (Landscape Unit #1) in those areas where the solar facility is within 
50 metres of the road.  
 
EarthLight LP will commit to ensure that through their EPC contractor, that a berm or 
vegetation screen will be installed for mitigation of the visual impacts the project may 
have on the identified cultural heritage features. A typical berm or vegetation screen will 
be used, based on the reasonable height of an average person standing on the ground. 
EarthLight LP will also commit that no solar panels or other infrastructure are located to 
either side of this driveway, and will include a buffer of at least 10 metres on either side 
of the driveway.  
 
There are no further recommendations regarding the cultural heritage assessment of the 
EarthLight Solar Facility. 
 

The Ministry is satisfied with these recommendations.  
 
This letter does not waive any requirements which you may have under the Ontario Heritage Act.  Also, 
this letter does not constitute approval of the renewable energy project. Approvals of the project may be 
required under other statutes and regulations. It is your responsibility to obtain any necessary approvals or 
licences.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Hatcher 
Heritage Planner 
 
cc. Scarlett Janusas, Scarlett Janusas Archaeological and Heritage Consulting and Education 
 

Chris Schiller, Manager, Culture Services Unit 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
* In no way will the Ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result: (a) if the 
Report(s) or its recommendations are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from the issuance 
of this letter. Further measures may need to be taken in the event that additional artifacts or heritage resources are identified or the 
Report(s) is otherwise found to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent. 







Ministry of Tourism,                         
Culture and Sport 

Culture Services Unit  

Programs and Services Branch  
Culture Division 
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tel.: 416 314-3108 
Fax: 416 314-7175 

Ministère du Tourisme,                            
de la Culture et du Sport 

Unité des services culturels  

Direction des programmes et des services 
Division de culture 
401, rue Bay, bureau 1700 
Toronto ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél. : 416 314-3108 
Téléc. : 416 212-7175 
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June 13, 2012 
 
Ms. Grace Pasceri 
SkyPower Limited 
130 Adelaide Street West, Suite 30 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5H 3P5 
 
RE:  EarthLight Solar Farm 
 
 Location: Part Lot 10, Concession 4, Parts 1, 2 and 3, East Half Lot 9, Concession 4, 

Geographic Township of Georgina, Town of Georgina, Regional Municipality of York 
 
OPA Reference Number: FIT-FLWUF7M 
FIT Contract Number: F-001552-SPV-130-505 
 
MTC DPR file no.: PLAN-19EA078 

 
Dear Ms. Pasceri: 
 
This letter constitutes the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport’s written comments as required by s. 
23(3)(a) of O. Reg. 359/09 under the Environmental Protection Act regarding heritage assessments 
undertaken for the above project.  
 
Based on the information contained in the report you have submitted for this project, the Ministry is 
satisfied with the heritage assessment.  Please note that the Ministry makes no representation or warranty as 
to the completeness, accuracy or quality of the heritage assessment report. * 
 
The report recommends the following: 
 

9.0 MITIGATION RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
As per the Environmental Protection Act – O. Reg. 359/09 (Government of Ontario 2009:22), 
an evaluation of any impact of the renewable energy project on any heritage resources which 
may exist on or abutting the property and proposed measures to avoid, eliminate or mitigate 
the impact, are made herein. 
  
Two elements within or abutting the study area have been identified as possible areas where 
the solar facility would have an impact on the cultural heritage of the area. In both cases 
(BF#1 and LU#1), the impact is indirect and can be mitigated with a visual screen to separate 
the solar facility from the built heritage feature or the cultural heritage landscape.  
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The laneway (LU#2) leading to the farmstead from Old Homestead Road is considered a 
landscape feature, and will be retained and used as a service/access road, but without any 
buffering. Retaining the farm laneway, even with improvements for its proposed use as an 
access road, will still allow for the observance of this laneway in its original layout and 
access with respect to the farmstead location.  
 
It is recommended that a visual screen, either a berm or vegetation screen be placed between 
the proposed solar facility and the farm house (Built Feature #1) as well as along Old 
Homestead Road (Landscape Unit #1) in those areas where the solar facility is within 50 
metres of the road. While current project constraints (Appendix E) does not allow for 
buffering of the laneway (LU#2), it is recommended that the laneway be retained, and that if 
there is a future option of returning the property to its original use and layout, that the 
laneway be maintained to allow for this possibility.  
 
EarthLight LP will commit to ensure that through their EPC contractor, that a berm or 
vegetation screen will be installed for mitigation of the visual impacts the project may have 
on the identified cultural heritage features. A typical berm or vegetation screen will be used, 
based on the reasonable height of an average person standing on the ground.  
 
There are no further recommendations regarding the cultural heritage assessment of the 
EarthLight Solar Facility. 
 

The Ministry is satisfied with these recommendations.  
 
This letter does not waive any requirements which you may have under the Ontario Heritage Act.  Also, 
this letter does not constitute approval of the renewable energy project. Approvals of the project may be 
required under other statutes and regulations. It is your responsibility to obtain any necessary approvals or 
licences.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Hatcher 
Heritage Planner 
 
cc. Scarlett Janusas, Scarlett Janusas Archaeological and Heritage Consulting and Education 
 

Chris Schiller, Manager, Culture Services Unit 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
* In no way will the Ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result: (a) if the 
Report(s) or its recommendations are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from the issuance 
of this letter. Further measures may need to be taken in the event that additional artifacts or heritage resources are identified or the 
Report(s) is otherwise found to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent. 



 

   
Ministry of Tourism,  
Culture and Sport  
 
Culture Programs Unit  
Programs and Services Branch  
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700  
Toronto, ON M7A 0A7  
Telephone: (416)-314-7691 
Email : Ian.Hember@ontario.ca  

Ministère du Tourisme,  
de la Culture et du Sport  
 
Unité des programmes culturels  
Direction des programmes et des services  
401 Rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto, ON M7A 0A7 
Téléphone:   (416)-314-7691 
Email: Ian.Hember@ontario.ca 

 

 
 
 
June 19, 2012 
 
 
 
SkyPower Limited 
Att’n: Grace Pasceri 
130 Adelaide St. W., 30th Floor 
Toronto, ON 
M5H 3P5 
 
RE:  SkyPower – EarthLight LP Solar Project, Part of Lots 9&10, Concession 4, 

Town of Georgina, RM of York, Ontario  
FIT Contract# F-01552-SPV-130-505 
MTCS RIMS Number: HD00683 
Project Information Form Numbers: P027-143-2011 & P120-130-2012 

 
Dear Proponent: 
 
This letter constitutes the Ministry of Tourism and Culture’s written comments as 
required by s. 22(3)(a) of O. Reg. 359/09 under the Environmental Protection Act 
regarding archaeological assessments undertaken for the above project. 
 
Based on the information contained in the report(s) you have submitted for this project, 
the Ministry believes the archaeological assessment complies with the Ontario Heritage 
Act's licensing requirements, including the licence terms and conditions and the 
Ministry's 1993 Archaeological Assessment Technical Guidelines  or the 2011 Standards 
and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (whichever apply).  Please note that the 
Ministry makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or 
quality of the report(s).* 
 
The report recommends the following: 
 
“Stage 1 and 2 AA, Earth Light Solar Farm, Part Lot 10, Concession 4, Parts 1, 2 
and 3 65R19847, S/T GE9337, East Half Lot 9, Concession 4, Reference Plans 
B39028B and R424697, Geo Twp of Georgina, Town of Georgina, RM of York, 
Former York County, FIT-FLWUF7M-EARTHLIGHT F-001552-SPV-130-505,” Dated 
26 April 2012, Received by MTC Toronto Office on 1 May 2012, MTCS Project 
Information Form Number P027-143-2011: 
 

• No further archaeological work is recommended for the areas of Stage 2 
archaeological assessment conducted by SJAHCE. 

• Stage 2 is recommended for those areas not assessed by SJAHCE. The Stage 2 
archaeological assessment must be conducted under the 2011 Standards and 



 
 
 

Guidelines for Consulting Archaeologists and include, but are not limited by, the 
following standards: 

1. Survey the entire remaining property (refer to Map 14 for geographic details) 
including lands immediately adjacent to built structures (both intact and ruins). 

2. Survey the property when weather and lighting conditions permit good visibility of 
land features. 

3. Using the Global Position System according the requirements set out in section 5 
of the Standards and Guidelines, record the locations of a) all diagnostic artifacts 
b) sufficient artifacts to provide and estimate of the limits of the archaeological 
site, and c) all fixed reference landmarks. 

4. Map all field activities 
5. Photo-document examples of all field conditions encountered 
6. Do not use heavy machinery 

All aspects related to conducting a Stage 2 assessment on ploughed lands pertains to 
this recommendation. 
 
“Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment for SkyPower – EarthLight LP Solar 
Project Part of Lots 9 & 10, Concession 4, Town of Georgina, Regional 
Municipality of York, Ontario” Dated 8 May 2012, Received by MTC Toronto Office 
on 10 May 2012, MTCS Project Information Form Number P120-130-2012: 
 
One archaeological site was discovered and it is designated H1 until a Borden number is 
assigned to it. The site is determined to be of further cultural heritage value or interest 
and will require a Stage 3 site-specific archaeological assessment as per Section 3 of 
the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Consultants. More specifically the 
site should be subject to additional detailed documentary research of its land use and 
occupation as is available. The site should then be subject to a Controlled Surface 
Pickup (CSP), as per Section 3.2.1 of the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for 
Archaeological Consultants. Following this, the site should be subject to test unit 
excavation as per Section 3.2.2 of the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for 
Archaeological Consultants. The determination of the location and number of test units 
should follow the standards for small post-contact sites where it is not yet evident that 
the level of cultural heritage value or interest will result in a recommendation to proceed 
to Stage 4. Test units should be placed and excavated in a 5 metre grid across the site 
with an additional 20% of the grid unit total excavated in areas of interest within the site 
extent as per Table 3.1 of the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological 
Consultants. 
 
The Ministry is satisfied with these recommendations.  
 
This letter does not waive any requirements which you may have under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. A separate letter addressing archaeological licensing obligations under the 
Act will be sent to the archaeologist who completed the assessment and will be copied 
to you.  
 
This letter does not constitute approval of the renewable energy project. Approvals of the 
project may be required under other statutes and regulations. It is your responsibility to 
obtain any necessary approvals or licences.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or require additional information. 
 



* In no way will the Ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or 
actions that may result: (a) if the Report(s) or its recommendations are discovered to be 
inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from the issuance of this letter. Further 
measures may need to be taken in the event that additional artifacts or archaeological sites are 
identified or the Report(s) is otherwise found to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or 
fraudulent. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Archaeology Review Officer 
 
 
c. Scarlett Janusas 
 George Clark 





 

 

 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

July 10, 2012  
 
Dave Fumerton 
York-Durham District Manager 
Ministry of the Environment 
230 Westney Road South, 5th Floor 
Ajax, ON   L1S 7J5 
 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for EarthLight 

Solar Power Project  
 
Dear Mr. Fumerton: 

As you are aware, EarthLight LP proposes to develop EarthLight, a 10 MW solar facility to be located in 
the Town of Georgina and Region of York.  As an update to the reports and documentation provided to 
date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority ownership stake in the 
EarthLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still maintains a minority ownership 
stake in this project. Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of the permitting activities and will 
be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility. SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in 
all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as needed. This announcement represents a 
continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and SkyPower have built through the design and 
construction of several solar projects in Ontario. The project will require approval under Ontario 
Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA), under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental 
Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report and a 
copy of the combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting. The first public meeting was 
held August 31, 2011 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies. This first public 
meeting was repeated on October 12, 2011 and January 16, 2012.  

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 11, 2012. Accordingly, and as per the requirements of the regulation, included with this 
letter you will find a copy of the combined Notice of Draft REA Release and Notice of Second Public 
Meeting.  

As specified in the REA regulation, a project proponent is required to follow a series of steps before final 
approval is given. The following steps are in progress or have been completed:  

 Aboriginal communities have been sent copies of the attached notice, a summary of the REA 
documents and a complete REA draft release hard copy package; 
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 Landowners within 120+ metres of the project location and on adjacent properties are being 
sent copies of the attached notice; 

 Clerks of the municipalities have received the Municipal Consultation Form and a complete REA 
draft release hard copy package; 

 The attached notice will be published in The Georgina Advocate to inform the public of the 
upcoming public meeting and availability of the REA draft release package; and 

 Copies of the REA draft release packages are being made available for public inspection (as of 
July 12, 2012) via www.earthlightsolar.com and in hard copy at the locations outlined in the 
attached notice. 
 

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing consultation. If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns about the project or attached documents, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

 
Best Regards,  

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attach :  Notice of REA Documents Release and Second Public Meeting  
  Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
 
cc :   Agatha Garcia-Wright, Director – Environmental Approvals Branch, MOE 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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July 10, 2012  
 
Agatha Garcia-Wright 
Director, Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 
Ministry of the Environment 
2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A 
Toronto, ON   M4V 1L5 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for EarthLight 

Solar Power Project  
 
Dear Ms. Garcia-Wright: 

As you are aware, EarthLight LP proposes to develop EarthLight, a 10 MW solar facility to be located in 
the Town of Georgina and Region of York.  As an update to the reports and documentation provided to 
date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority ownership stake in the 
EarthLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still maintains a minority ownership 
stake in this project. Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of the permitting activities and will 
be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility. SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in 
all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as needed. This announcement represents a 
continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and SkyPower have built through the design and 
construction of several solar projects in Ontario. The project will require approval under Ontario 
Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA), under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental 
Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter, draft Project Description Report and a 
copy of the combined Notice of Proposal and Notice of First Public Meeting. The first public meeting was 
held August 31, 2011 and provided an overview of the project and upcoming studies. This first public 
meeting was repeated on October 12, 2011 and January 16, 2012.  

All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and the official second public meeting will be held 
on September 11, 2012. Accordingly, and as per the requirements of the regulation, included with this 
letter you will find a copy of the combined Notice of Draft REA Release and Notice of Second Public 
Meeting.  

As specified in the REA regulation, a project proponent is required to follow a series of steps before final 
approval is given. The following steps are in progress or have been completed:  

 Aboriginal communities have been sent copies of the attached notice, a summary of the REA 
documents and a complete REA draft release hard copy package; 
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 Landowners within 120+ metres of the project location and on adjacent properties are being 
sent copies of the attached notice; 

 Clerks of the municipalities have received the Municipal Consultation Form and a complete REA 
draft release hard copy package; 

 A copy of the attached notice and a letter of update is being sent to the MOE District Manager; 
 The attached notice will be published in The Georgina Advocate to inform the public of the 

upcoming public meeting and availability of the REA draft release package; and 
 Copies of the REA draft release packages are being made available for public inspection (as of 

July 12, 2012) via www.earthlightsolar.com and in hard copy at the locations outlined in the 
attached notice. 
 

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing consultation. If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns about the project or attached documents, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

 
Best Regards, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  
 
 
Attach :  Notice of REA Documents Release and Second Public Meeting  
  Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 
 
 
cc :   Narren Santos, Senior Program Support Coordinator, MOE  
  Vic Schroter, Manager Renewable Energy Approvals, MOE  
 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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July 10, 2012  
 
Brian Burr 
Environmental Enforcement Officer 
Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority 
PO Box 282, 120 Bayview Parkway 
Newmarket, ON, L3Y 4X1 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for EarthLight 

Solar Power Project  
 
Dear Mr. Burr:  

As you are aware, EarthLight LP proposes to develop EarthLight, a 10 MW solar facility to be located in 
the Town of Georgina and Region of York. As an update to the reports and documentation provided to 
date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority ownership stake in the 
EarthLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still maintains a minority ownership 
stake in this project. Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of the permitting activities and will 
be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility. SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in 
all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as needed. This announcement represents a 
continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and SkyPower have built through the design and 
construction of several solar projects in Ontario. The project will require approval under Ontario 
Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA), under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental 
Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter and a copy of the Notice of Proposal 
and Notice of First Public Meeting. The first public meeting was held on August 31, 2011 and provided 
an overview of the project and upcoming studies. This first public meeting was repeated on October 12, 
2011 and January 16, 2012. All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and a second public 
meeting will be held on September 11, 2012. Accordingly, and as per the requirements of the regulation, 
included with this letter you will find a copy of the combined Notice of Draft REA Release and Notice of 
Second Public Meeting, which provides more information on the meeting.  

As of July 12, 2012 (at least 60 days prior to the second public meeting) copies of the following draft REA 
reports will be released for public viewing: 
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 Project Description Report  

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report  

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment (4 reports) 

 Water Reports (2 reports)  

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 
 
These reports are available for viewing online at www.earthlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  
 

Town of Georgina – Clerk’s Office, 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2, Keswick, ON 

Georgina Public Library, Pefferlaw Branch - 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, ON 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports). Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home. The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation. If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice, please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519-837-1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 

 
Best Regards, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  

Attach :  Notice of REA Documents Release and Second Public Meeting 
  Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/
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July 10, 2012  
 
Colleen Newton 
Administrative Assistant 
Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority 
PO Box 282, 120 Bayview Parkway 
Newmarket, ON, L3Y 4X1 
 
RE: Notice of Draft REA Documents Release & Notice of Second Public Meeting for EarthLight 

Solar Power Project  
 
Dear Ms. Newton:  

As you are aware, EarthLight LP proposes to develop EarthLight, a 10 MW solar facility to be located in 
the Town of Georgina and Region of York. As an update to the reports and documentation provided to 
date, Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) has acquired majority ownership stake in the 
EarthLight Solar Power Project, while SkyPower Services (SkyPower) still maintains a minority ownership 
stake in this project. Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of the permitting activities and will 
be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility. SkyPower will assist Canadian Solar in 
all aspects of the permitting, construction, and operations, as needed. This announcement represents a 
continuation of the relationship that Canadian Solar and SkyPower have built through the design and 
construction of several solar projects in Ontario. The project will require approval under Ontario 
Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA), under Part V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental 
Protection Act.   

In November 2011, you were provided with an introductory letter and a copy of the Notice of Proposal 
and Notice of First Public Meeting. The first public meeting was held on August 31, 2011 and provided 
an overview of the project and upcoming studies. This first public meeting was repeated on October 12, 
2011 and January 16, 2012. All draft REA studies and reports are now complete and a second public 
meeting will be held on September 11, 2012. Accordingly, and as per the requirements of the regulation, 
included with this letter you will find a copy of the combined Notice of Draft REA Release and Notice of 
Second Public Meeting, which provides more information on the meeting.  

As of July 12, 2012 (at least 60 days prior to the second public meeting) copies of the following draft REA 
reports will be released for public viewing: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph Ontario | Canada N1K 1E6  
Phone  + 1 519 837 1881 
Fax  + 1 519 837 2550 
inquire.ca@canadiansolar.com 
www.canadian-solar.ca 
 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
 

 

 Project Description Report  

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report  

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment (4 reports) 

 Water Reports (2 reports)  

 Stage 1-2 Archaeological Assessment 

 Cultural Heritage Screening  

 Cultural Heritage Assessment 
 
These reports are available for viewing online at www.earthlightsolar.com and at the following locations 
during business hours:  
 

Town of Georgina – Clerk’s Office, 26557 Civic Centre Road, R.R. #2, Keswick, ON 

Georgina Public Library, Pefferlaw Branch - 76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw, ON 

We encourage you to review these documents and attend the second public meeting where you will 
have the opportunity to discuss the project with Canadian Solar staff and Dillon Consulting Limited (who 
prepared the reports). Copies of the updated draft Project Description Report will be made available at 
the meeting for you to take home. The other REA documents will be on display at the meeting for 
viewing only.  

Throughout the REA process, Canadian Solar is committed to ongoing public consultation. If you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns about the project or the attached notice, please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at: 519-837-1881 ext. 2342 or Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com. 

Best Regards, 

 
Mark Feenstra, Project Manager 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. 
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: +1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342 
F: +1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark.Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 
http://www.canadian-solar.ca/  

Attach :  Notice of REA Documents Release and Second Public Meeting 
  Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. – SkyPower Limited Purchase Agreement Letter 

http://www.canadian-solar.ca/


Renewable Energy Approval 
First Notice of Draft REA Document Release 

First Notice of Second Public Meeting 
s. 15(1)(b) & s. 16(5) Ontario Regulation 359/09 

 
 

FIRST NOTICE OF DRAFT REA RELEASE 
By Canadian Solar  

 

FIRST NOTICE OF SECOND PUBLIC MEETING 
To be held by Canadian Solar regarding the EarthLight Solar Power Project 

 
Project Name: EarthLight 
Project Applicant (Proponent): EarthLight LP 
Project Location: 7265 and 7433 Old Homestead Road, Town of Georgina, ON 
Dated at the Town of Georgina this the 5

th
 of July 2012. 

 

EarthLight LP is planning to engage in a renewable energy project which will require the issuance of a renewable energy 
approval (REA) by the Ministry of the Environment. The approval is managed by SkyPower Limited on behalf of the proponent. 
The proposed locations are on privately owned property (to be leased by EarthLight LP) at 7265 and 7433 Old Homestead Road 
in the Town of Georgina Ontario.   
 

The approval is now managed by Canadian Solar Solar Solutions Inc. (“Canadian Solar”) on behalf of the proponent. Canadian 
Solar, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc., has acquired a majority ownership stake in the project, while SkyPower 
still maintains a minority ownership stake in this project. Canadian Solar will be managing the remainder of the permitting 
activities and will be responsible for the construction and operation of the facility. SkyPower and Canadian Solar will continue 
to work together to obtain the necessary permits and approvals for these projects. No changes are being made to the project as 
a result of the change in ownership. 
 

EarthLight LP has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority for the sale of electricity generated by photovoltaic 
solar panels from this project through the Province’s Feed-in-Tariff program. The distribution of this notice and the project itself 
are subject to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act (Act) Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). 
This notice is being distributed in accordance with Sections 15 and 16 of the Regulation prior to the application being submitted 
and assessed for completeness by the Ministry of the Environment. 
 

Project Description: 
Pursuant to the Act and Regulation, the facility, in respect of which the project is to be engaged in, is considered to be a Class 3 
Solar Facility. If approved, this facility will have a total maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW. The project location is outlined 
in the map provided. 
 

Documents for Public Inspection:  
Draft copies of the REA documents have been prepared. They are available for public inspection on July 12

th
, 2012 at the 

project’s website: www.earthlightsolarpark.com, the Clerk’s Office at the Georgina Civic Centre (26557 Civic Centre Road, RR2, 
Keswick, Ontario) and the Georgina Public Library, Pefferlaw Branch (76 Pete’s Lane, Pefferlaw). The following draft reports, 
making up the REA package, are available: 
 

 Project Description Report 

 Construction Plan Report 

 Design and Operations Report 

 Decommissioning Plan Report 

 Noise Study Report 

 Natural Heritage Assessment  

 Water Assessment Report 

 Archaeological Assessments 

 Cultural Heritage Screening 
 

 
Meeting Information: 
A public meeting was held on January 19, 2012, in order to provide information to and to consult with community members, 
stakeholders, aboriginal communities and government agencies. Canadian Solar is hosting a second public information meeting 
subsequent to releasing the draft REA documents as required by the Regulation. Copies of the draft documents will be made 
available at the meeting for viewing.  
 

Meeting Location:  
DATE: September 11, 2012  
TIME:  Between 6pm and 8pm 
PLACE:  Egypt Community Hall 

6756 Smith Blvd. 
Egypt, ON L0E 1N0 
 

Project Contact and Information: 
To learn more about the project and upcoming public meeting, or to 
provide comments in writing, please contact: 
 

Mark Feenstra 
Project Manager – Solar Farms 
Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. - a subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc.  
545 Speedvale Avenue West 
Guelph, Ontario N1K 1E6 
T: 1 519 837 1881 ext. 2342  
F: 1 519 837 2550 
E: Mark. Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com 

Project Name: EarthLight 
Project Location: The proposed site for the project is 
located on Old Homestead Road in the Town of 
Georgina, Ontario 

mailto:Mark.%20Feenstra@na.canadiansolar.com











