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1. Public Notices

1.1 Notice of Project Commencement and Public Meeting #1
The SunE Rutley Solar Farm Renewable Energy Approval process began in 2010 with A Notice of Project 
and Public Meeting #1 published in the Chesterville Record on June 23, 2010 and on July 21, 2010, as 
detailed in Table 1, below. The Initial Public Meeting was held on July 27, 2010 at the Lancer Community 
Centre (Rothwell-Osnabruck School Gym), 1 College Street, Ingleside, ON. 

Notices were made available on the proponent’s website (www.sunedison.ca/Rutley) and were also hand 
distributed to all residences within 120 m of the project location as well as additional residences along 
Shaver Road and Colonial Drive as shown in Figure 2, Appendix A. Additional mailings were completed 
to agencies and non-resident landowners and the mailing list has been included in Appendix E. Copies of 
the notice were sent to the clerks of the Township of South Stormont (the local municipality) and the 
United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry (the upper-tier municipality), the MOE District 
Manager (Ottawa District) and the Director of Approvals (MOE). The notice contained information on the 
project location, the proposed size of the project, the proponent, the process and a key map of the 
original Project Area. A copy of the Draft Project Description Report (Revision 1, incorporating MOE’s 
initial comments) was made available at this meeting and a copy was posted on the proponent’s website 
(www.sunedison.ca/Rutley).
A copy of the Public Meeting #1 notice, list of attendees and the display boards presented at the open 
house are included in Appendix E. Further details of the open house are included in Section 5.

1.2 Notice of Public Meeting #2
The notice of Public Meeting #2 was published in the local newspapers, as detailed in Table 1, below, 
and distributed to all landowners within 120 m of the project location as well as additional residences 
along Shaver Road, Vin Vista Drive and Colonial Drive as shown in Figure 2, Appendix A, as well as any 
others who had requested that they be added to the mailing list. Additional mailings were completed to 
agencies and non-resident landowners and the mailing list has been included in Appendix E. Copies of 
the notice were sent to the clerks of the Township of South Stormont and the United Counties of 
Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, the MOE District Manager (Ottawa District) and the Director of 
Approvals (MOE). Notices were also made available on the proponent’s website 
(www.sunedison.ca/Rutley).

In order to conform with the requirements of O.Reg. 359/09, the notice contained information on the 
project location, the proposed size of the project, the proponents, the process and a key map of the 
Project Area. Also included in this notice was the location, time and date of Public Meeting #2 and where 
the draft project reports were available for public review (both hard copy and electronic versions), dates of 
the review period and to whom and where comments could be forwarded. A copy of the notice, public 
mailing list, list of attendees and the display boards presented at the open house are included in 
Appendix E.

Table 1: Publication of Public Notices

Notice Date Published Location of Notice Days Prior to 
Public Meeting

Public Meeting #1 (Held 
July 27, 2010 at the 
Lancer Community 
Centre)

June 23, 2010 The Chesterville Record 34

July 21, 2010 The Chesterville Record 6

Public Meeting #2 (Held 
March 17, 2011 at South 

January 14, 2011
The Cornwall Standard-
Freeholder

62
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Notice Date Published Location of Notice Days Prior to 
Public Meeting

Stormont Community 
Hall, 2 Mille Roches 
Road)

March 8, 2011 The Chesterville Record 10

1.3 Distribution of Documents for Review
Prior to the final public meeting (held March 17, 2011) the Draft Renewable Energy Approval documents 
for consultation were made available for public review for at least 60 days, as required by O.Reg. 359/09. 
These reports were made available on the proponent’s website (www.sunedison.ca/Rutley) on January 
14, 2011, and were also made available for review at the South Stormont and United Counties of 
Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry municipal offices on that same date, 62 days prior to Public Meeting #2.

All project components are proposed to be located within the Township South Stormont.

2. Agency Consultation

2.1 MNR Review
On September 14, 2010 the following document was submitted to the MNR for review to ensure 
compliance with the Natural Heritage requirements of O.Reg. 359/09:

 Natural Heritage Assessment Part of Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, Concession 2 Osnabruck, South 
Stormont Township (September 2010)

GENIVAR received a request for additional information from the MNR on September 21, 2010. The 
additional information was provided on October 4, 2010. Formal comments were received from the MNR 
on November 3, 2010. GENIVAR and SunEdison staff met with MNR staff at the site on November 22, 
2010 to review the finding and discuss the report. Subsequent to this meeting the following revised report 
was submitted on December 9, 2010:

 Natural Heritage Assessment Revision 2, Part of Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, Concession 2 Osnabruck, 
South Stormont Township (Dec. 2010)

A further review was supplied on December 21, 2010 identifying areas of the report where clarifications 
and additional information was required. On January 11, 2011, GENIVAR supplied the following 
document to the MNR:

 Natural Heritage Assessment Revision 3, Part of Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, Concession 2 Osnabruck, 
South Stormont Township (Jan. 2011)

Final confirmation from the MNR was received on January 17, 2011. Copies of the correspondence and 
final report can be found in Appendix B. Copies of this letter were posted on the proponent’s website and 
were made available for review at the South Stormont and United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and 
Glengarry municipal offices and at Public Meeting #2.

2.2 MTC Review
The “Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Of Proposed Solar Farm Area, Ingleside, Ontario report was 
submitted to the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (MTC) for review on July 19, 2010. The MTC issued a 
letter of acceptance on September 20, 2010 agreeing with the findings and recommendations of the 
report. The recommendations included the need to complete a Stage 2 survey on all lands to be disturbed 
prior to construction. A copy of the acceptance letter is included in Appendix C.
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The “Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment of Proposed Solar Farm Area, Concession #2 Lots 13, 14, 15 
and Part of 16, United Counties of Stormont Dundas and Glengarry, South Stormont Ingleside, Ontario” 
written September 2010” report was submitted to the MTC on October 25, 2010. A response was 
received on November 22, 2010 requesting that additional (Stage 3) work be completed on three (3) 
archaeological find sites as well as additional Stage 2 work be completed on the Staging Area south of  
the pipeline. These studies were then completed and a report “Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment of 
Proposed Solar Farm Area, Concession #2 Lots 13, 14, 15 and Part of 16, United Counties of Stormont, 
Dundas and Glengarry, South Stormont, Ingleside, Ontario” was submitted to the MTC on January 24, 
2011. A response was received from the MTC on February 25, 2011 agreeing with the work and 
recommendations made, however, additional mapping information was requested. Final confirmation was 
received from the MTC on March 10, 2011. A copy of the Letter is found in Appendix C. Copies of this 
letter were posted on the proponent’s website and were made available for review at the South Stormont
and United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry municipal offices and at Public Meeting #2.

2.3 Raisin Region Conservation Authority (RRCA)
RRCA staff were consulted throughout the REA process to keep them appraised of the project activities 
and seek feedback on any RRCA concerns with the proposed project. RRCA staff initially provided formal 
comments on April 9, 2010 (included in Appendix E). Further meetings were held with RRCA staff on April 
19, July 15 and November 23, 2010. On each occasions, RRCA expressed no concerns with the project. 

2.4 CN Rail
The CN Rail Kingston Subdivision abuts the north end of the project area. CN were informed of the 
project early in the development process and their principal concern related to the possibility of increased 
runoff entering CN property. The project area primarily drains to the south and no changes to any existing 
northerly drainage patterns are proposed as part of the solar development. Correspondence with CN, 
including their comments noting their concerns have been addressed satisfactorily, is included in 
Appendix E.

2.5 Trans-Northern Pipelines Inc.
A buried Trans-Northern Pipelines (TNP) oil pipeline traverses the project area from east to west in a 60-ft 
easement. TNP were informed of the project early in the development process and their principal 
concerns related to maintaining a 10-m setback from the easement and construction encroachment within 
their 30-m safety zone. No work will be performed within 10 m of the easement, however, SunEdison 
formally requested to install solar panel foundations within the 30-m safety zone. Correspondence with 
TNP, including their requirement for monitoring during foundation installation, is included in Appendix E.

3. Aboriginal Consultation
Aboriginal consultation has been undertaken by GENIVAR on behalf of SunEdison in order to meet the 
requirements to consult. These activities are detailed below.

3.1 Director’s List 
On July 6, 2010, a copy of the Draft Project Description Report was submitted to the Director of Approvals 
in order to receive the List of Aboriginal Communities to Consult. A response was received from the MOE 
on November 29, 2010 and identified the following First Nations groups to consult:

1. Mohawks of the Akwesasne – may have constitutionally protected treaty or aboriginal rights 
which may be impacted by the project; and

2. Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte – may be interested in any negative effects of the project.  
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3.2 Distribution of Notices and Reports
In the absence of a Director’s List, SunEdison undertook consultations prior to receiving the list. The table 
below identifies the notices and documents sent to each First Nation’s group. No responses from the 
Algonquin Consultation Office were received and, as they were not on the Director’s list, the Draft REA 
Documents were not provided. They were however notified of Public Meeting #2.

Table 2: Distribution of Public Meeting #1 Notices and Reports

Group Public Meeting #1 
Notice

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting #1

Project 
Description 

Report

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting #1

Mohawks of the 
Akwesasne

June 16, 2010
41

July 22, 2010
5

Mohawks of the 
Bay of Quinte

June 16, 2010
41

July 22, 2010
5

Algonquin 
Consultation Office

June 16, 2010
41

July 22, 2010
5

Table 3: Distribution of Public Meeting #2 Notices and Reports

Group Public Meeting #2 
Notice

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting #2

Draft REA 
Documents

# Days Prior to 
Public Meeting #2

Mohawks of the 
Akwesasne

January 14, 2011
62

January 12, 2011
64

Mohawks of the 
Bay of Quinte

January 14, 2011
62

January 12, 2011
64

Algonquin 
Consultation Office

January 14, 2011
62 N/A N/A

3.3 Consultation Summary
Table 4: Summary of additional consultation activities with Aboriginal communities

Group & Consultation Date Discussion Summary

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (February 10, 2011)  Left a message with Chief Maracle inquiring 
about comments on Draft REA documents

Mohawks of the Akwesasne (February 10, 2011)  Spoke with staff member in the Grand Chief’s 
office. Documents had been received but no 
feedback yet. Would call back.

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (February 15, 2011)  Conversation with staff member. The REA 
documents were being reviewed by a staff 
member, Kristen Maracle. 

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (February 22, 2011)  Left message with Kristen Maracle asking to 
speak with her regarding any input she had on 
the Draft REA Documents. Also followed up with 
an e-mail.

Mohawks of the Akwesasne (February 22, 2011)  Left message with the Grand Chief’s staff 
enquiring about the review of the documents.
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Group & Consultation Date Discussion Summary

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (March 14, 2011)  Left message with Kristen Maracle asking to 
speak with her regarding any input she had on 
the Draft REA Documents.

Mohawks of the Akwesasne (March 14, 2011)  Spoke with Carla Ransom in the Chief’s office. 
The staff were waiting on electronic copies of the 
project maps to complete their review. Maps were 
sent electronically and hard copies were also 
sent to the DTS Director.

Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (March 30, 2011)  A formal letter requesting input on the SunE 
Rutley Solar Farm was sent to the Mohawks of 
the Bay of Quinte. The letter informed them of our 
intention to file an REA application and provided 
information on how input on the project could be 
made. The letter also re-affirmed our commitment 
to addressing any future questions or concerns. A 
copy of this letter is included in Appendix E.

Mohawks of the Akwesasne (March 14, 2011)  A formal letter requesting input on the SunE 
Rutley Solar Farm was sent to the Mohawks of 
the Akwesasne. The letter informed them of our 
intention to file an REA application and provided 
information on how input on the project could be 
made. The letter also re-affirmed our commitment 
to addressing any future questions or concerns. A 
copy of this letter is included in Appendix E.

4. Municipal Consultation
SunEdison Canada is actively engaging in consultation with the local municipalities of the Township of 
South Stormont and the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry. As the project will be 
entirely located in the Township of South Stormont, the majority of discussions have been with South 
Stormont. A “Renewable Energy Approval Consultation Form: municipalities, local authorities” (MOE) 
form was distributed (details provided in Section 4.2 below) to the clerks of the Township of South 
Stormont and  the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry more than 90 days prior to the 
final public meeting.

4.1 Consultation Form
A “Renewable Energy Approval Consultation Form: municipalities, local authorities” (MOE) form was 
distributed to the Clerk of the Township of South Stormont and the Clerk of United Counties of Stormont, 
Dundas and Glengarry as noted in the table below. Included with the consultation form was a copy of the 
Draft Renewable Energy Approval Documents for Consultation.
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Table 5: Municipal Consultation Form Distribution

Recipient of 
Consultation 
Form

Date of receipt 
of Form

Included 
Documents

Date of Receipt 
of Documents

# Days Prior 
to Public 
Meeting #2

Betty de Haan, 
CAO, Clerk, 
Township of South 
Stormont

December 14, 
2010

Draft REA 
Documents, 
December 10, 2010

December 14, 2010 93

Helen Thomson, 
County Clerk,
United Counties of 
Stormont, Dundas 
and Glengarry

December 14, 
2010

Draft REA 
Documents, 
December 10, 2010

December 14, 2010 93

A completed municipal consultation form was received from the Township of South Stormont on March 
15, 2011. To date, a completed copy of the municipal consultation form has not been completed by the 
United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, however, feedback was provided in the form of an 
e-mail received on March 16, 2011. Copies of the municipal consultation form and the correspondence is 
included in Appendix E. A summary of issues raised and how they were addressed are summarized 
below:

Table 6: Municipal Feedback

Comments Received Response

South Stormont Municipal Consultation Form
 The Shaver Road bridge has a 10 tonne limit The General Contractor for the project will work 

with the municipality to ensure the bridge is 
structurally sound for construction traffic

 Gravel road portion of Shaver Road north of 
the bridge receives no winter maintenance

SunEdison will ensure winter access to the site, 
as appropriate

 The sub-base of Shaver Road is not adequate 
for heavy loads. A road assessment should be 
undertaken prior to construction

Agreed. A road assessment shall be undertaken 
prior to construction. 

 Access to Shaver Road should be from County 
Road #2

Agreed. This is the preferred route.

 TSSA – ESA Regulations to be complied with Agreed

 The Owners – contractors must enter into an 
agreement with the municipality for 
rehabilitation following the completion of the 
work

Agreed. An agreement will be put in place.

 Building permits will be required for buildings 
and structures

Building permits will be obtained for any required 
structures

United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Feedback
 Are there any stormwater impacts on County 

Roads?
No impacts from site development. The site is 
located well back from any county road.

 Appears to be little impact on Natural Features Agreed. This is confirmed in the Natural Heritage 
and Waterbodies assessment reports.

 The site is situated in an area that may be 
suitable for industrial development in the future 
but a solar panel farm as proposed would be 

Noted.
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compatible with most forms of industrial 
development

 No major planning concerns Noted.

4.2 Consultation Summary
Table 7 Summary of Municipal Consultations

Municipality & Consultation Date Discussion Summary

South Stormont

April 20, 2010  Introduced the project and outlined the REA 
process and how South Stormont would be 
consulted throughout the development, 
construction and operation of the solar farm.

 Township officials were generally supportive of 
the project.

July 16, 2010  Outlined upcoming Public Meeting #1 and REA 
work undertaken to date.

November 23, 2010  Discussed REA work undertaken to date.

 Discussed how Shaver Road is not cleared of 
snow north of the bridge over Hoople Creek.

 Discussed weight limits on the Shaver Road 
bridge.

March 17, 2011  Discussed the condition of Shaver Road. Agreed 
that a road assessment will take place prior to 
construction and that an agreement to restore the 
road after construction will be put in place.

 Discussed the condition of the bridge on Shaver 
Road. Agreed that the GC will work with the 
municipality to ensure the bridge is adequately 
reinforced for construction.

 Discussed winter access to the site and that 
SunEdison will undertake any necessary snow 
removal to permit access to the site.

 Township officials remained generally supportive 
of the project.



SunE Rutley Solar Farm Project Consultation Report

8

5. Public Consultation

5.1 Summary of Comments
The summary presents all types of comments received but does not contain each instance where there were multiple comments. Refer to the 
comment sheets in Appendix E to see the original comments. Responses and References are included to demonstrate whether and how the 
comments were considered and/or addressed in the Final REA submission.

5.1.1 Public Meeting #1, July 27, 2010
Approximately 25 people attended the first public meeting, with 23 signing the sign-in sheet. Three of the attendees were members of local media 
organizations. Generally, comments were positive with people enquiring about how solar PV works and whether people would notice the site after 
construction. Some questions were raised regarding construction traffic and project noise and reflection.

Table 8: Summary of Written Comments Received From the Initial Public Meeting 

Written Comments Received  

(From Public Meeting #1 July 27, 2010)

Response Reference

 Is there an opportunity to tour the Stone Mills 
facility [SunEdison’s First Light 1 solar farm in 
Stone Mills, Ontario], to see what a solar farm 
looks like (help people get a sense of visual, 
noise, reflection)?

 Could we be provided with a hard copy of the 
“display boards” from the open house?

 Copies of the display boards were provided
 General public tours are unfortunately not allowed 

due to Electrical Safety Authority requirements,

 Also included in Appendix 
E

 Concerned with the maintenance of the site after 
construction.

 Will pesticide application ever occur on site for 
weed/shrub/undergrowth?

 The site is a sensitive area draining to Hoople 
Creek/Wetland and pesticide run-off must be 
prevented, if allowed at all.

 Maintenance including weeding will be done by 
mechanical means and no pesticides or herbicides 
will be used

 Section 2.1.2, Design and 
Operations Report

 Would like to be included in any reflections study 
that may be undertaken.

 A reflection study is being completed and will be 
presented at the second Public Meeting

 Property would be included in the study
 Concerns with truck traffic along Colonial Drive  A traffic management plan will be implemented to  Section 2.1: Project 
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and Shaver Road. Many young children live along 
that route and a 3-6 month disruption in traffic 
raises many safety issues.

 Concerns with noise levels and glare once the 
panels are in place.

ensure all possible safety measures are taken 
during the construction phase.

 Reflection and noise studies are being undertaken 
and the results will be presented at the second 
Public Meeting

Description Report

 Canoe Hoople Creek as far as the CN rail line to 
better appreciate what it is to protect it.

 A Natural Heritage and Water assessment is being 
conducted and an Environmental Effects Monitoring 
Plan will be developed to ensure that Hoople Creek 
is protected

 Section 3:  Draft Design & 
Operations Report

 Natural Heritage and Water 
Reports, Appendix B 

 Offer for aerial photography services (pre-
construction, during and after completion)

 Comment noted

 Appreciated the opportunity to discuss concerns 
and questions, however, not all questions were 
answered in full detail

 Draft copies of all of the REA documents were 
released to the public on January 14, 2011 to 
provide additional information,

 Draft REA Documents 
January 12, 2011

5.1.2 Public Meeting #2, March 17, 2011
Approximately 20 people attended the second public meeting, with 17 signing the sign-in sheet. Two of the attendees were members of local 
media organizations. Generally, comments were positive with no significant concerns.

Table 9: Summary of Written Comments Received From Public Meeting #2

Written Comments Received  

(From Public Meeting #2 March 17, 2011)

Response Reference

 Please plant native material in the area around 
the arrays when you plan on planting low 
growing material. Low native grasses could be 
used

 SunEdison typically plants clover or other 
low-lying plants under the arrays, 
however, we will direct the general 
contractor to try to source native low-lying 
plant species if possible

 Request copy of the display information  Provided  Also included in Appendix E

 So far I’m impressed and pleased with the 
project

 I’m just nervous about pesticide/herbicide use for 
weed/shrub control

 All vegetation control will be by manual 
methods. No pesticides or herbicides will 
be used

 Section 2.1.2, Design and Operations 
Report
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6. Consideration of Public, Municipal and Aboriginal Input

6.1 Alterations to the Proposal to Engage in the Project
After consultations with the public, landowners and the municipalities, there were no significant concerns 
with the project proposal which could not be resolved. Some minor details will be modified and these are 
detailed in Table 10.

Table 10: Alterations to the Proposal to Engage in the Project

Comment / Concern Alteration to the Project

 The Shaver Road bridge has a 10 tonne limit
The General Contractor for the project will work 
with the municipality to ensure the bridge is 
structurally sound for construction traffic

 Gravel road portion of Shaver Road north of 
the bridge receives no winter maintenance

SunEdison will ensure winter access to the site, 
as appropriate

 The sub-base of Shaver Road is not adequate 
for heavy loads. A road assessment should be 
undertaken prior to construction

Agreed. A road assessment shall be undertaken 
prior to construction. 

 The Owners – contractors must enter into an 
agreement with the municipality for 
rehabilitation following the completion of the 
work

Agreed. An agreement will be put in place.

 Concerned about reflection from the solar 
panels

Minimal reflection anticipated based on 
reflection assessment, however, privacy 
screening in the perimeter fencing will be 
provided where needed to eliminate all possible 
reflection. Additional landscaping and berming 
will also be considered. 

 Consider native planting around the solar 
arrays

SunEdison will direct the general contractor to 
try to source native low-lying plant species if 
possible.

6.2 Alterations to the Required REA Reports
After consultations with the public, landowners and the municipalities, several changes were also made to 
the draft documents released for public review. The public input and the resulting changes are detailed in 
Table 11.

Table 11: Alterations to the Required REA Reports

Comment / Concern Alteration to the Reports

I’m just nervous about pesticide/herbicide use for 
weed/shrub control

Section 2.1.2 of the Design & Operations was 
modified to state that “No pesticides or herbicides 
will be used during maintenance activities”
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Comment / Concern Alteration to the Reports

Please plant native material in the area around the 
arrays when you plan on planting low growing 
material. Low native grasses could be used

Section 2.10 of the Construction Plan Report and 
Section 1.3.2 of the Decommissioning Plan Report 
were altered to include the following statement: “If 
possible, native plant species will be used for the 
re-vegetation of disturbed areas”

The sub-base of Shaver Road is not adequate for 
heavy loads. A road assessment should be 
undertaken prior to construction

Section 2.5 of the Construction Plan Report was 
altered to include the following statement: “Prior to 
the start of construction, a road assessment of 
Shaver road will be undertaken”.

The Owners – contractors must enter into an 
agreement with the municipality for rehabilitation 
following the completion of the work

Section 2.5 of the Construction Plan Report was 
altered to include the following statement: “An 
agreement with the Township of South Stormont for 
rehabilitation of Shave Road following the 
completion of construction will be put in place prior 
to the start of construction”
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Public Notices

Notice of Project Commencement and Public Meeting #1

The SunE Rutley Solar Farm Renewable Energy Approval process began in 2010 with A Notice of Project and Public Meeting #1 published in the Chesterville Record on June 23, 2010 and on July 21, 2010, as detailed in Table 1, below. The Initial Public Meeting was held on July 27, 2010 at the Lancer Community Centre (Rothwell-Osnabruck School Gym), 1 College Street, Ingleside, ON. 

Notices were made available on the proponent’s website (www.sunedison.ca/Rutley) and were also hand distributed to all residences within 120 m of the project location as well as additional residences along Shaver Road and Colonial Drive as shown in Figure 2, Appendix A. Additional mailings were completed to agencies and non-resident landowners and the mailing list has been included in Appendix E. Copies of the notice were sent to the clerks of the Township of South Stormont (the local municipality) and the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry (the upper-tier municipality), the MOE District Manager (Ottawa District) and the Director of Approvals (MOE). The notice contained information on the project location, the proposed size of the project, the proponent, the process and a key map of the original Project Area. A copy of the Draft Project Description Report (Revision 1, incorporating MOE’s initial comments) was made available at this meeting and a copy was posted on the proponent’s website (www.sunedison.ca/Rutley).

A copy of the Public Meeting #1 notice, list of attendees and the display boards presented at the open house are included in Appendix E. Further details of the open house are included in Section 5.



Notice of Public Meeting #2

The notice of Public Meeting #2 was published in the local newspapers, as detailed in Table 1, below,  and distributed to all landowners within 120 m of the project location as well as additional residences along Shaver Road, Vin Vista Drive and Colonial Drive as shown in Figure 2, Appendix A, as well as any others who had requested that they be added to the mailing list. Additional mailings were completed to agencies and non-resident landowners and the mailing list has been included in Appendix E. Copies of the notice were sent to the clerks of the Township of South Stormont and the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, the MOE District Manager (Ottawa District) and the Director of Approvals (MOE). Notices were also made available on the proponent’s website (www.sunedison.ca/Rutley).

In order to conform with the requirements of O.Reg. 359/09, the notice contained information on the project location, the proposed size of the project, the proponents, the process and a key map of the Project Area. Also included in this notice was the location, time and date of Public Meeting #2 and where the draft project reports were available for public review (both hard copy and electronic versions), dates of the review period and to whom and where comments could be forwarded. A copy of the notice, public mailing list, list of attendees and the display boards presented at the open house are included in Appendix E.

Table 1: Publication of Public Notices

		Notice

		Date Published

		Location of Notice

		Days Prior to Public Meeting



		Public Meeting #1 (Held July 27, 2010 at the Lancer Community Centre)

		June 23, 2010

		The Chesterville Record

		34



		

		July 21, 2010

		The Chesterville Record

		6



		Public Meeting #2 (Held March 17, 2011 at South Stormont Community Hall, 2 Mille Roches Road)

		January 14, 2011

		The Cornwall Standard-Freeholder

		62



		

		March 8, 2011

		The Chesterville Record

		10







Distribution of Documents for Review

Prior to the final public meeting (held March 17, 2011) the Draft Renewable Energy Approval documents for consultation were made available for public review for at least 60 days, as required by O.Reg. 359/09. These reports were made available on the proponent’s website (www.sunedison.ca/Rutley) on January 14, 2011, and were also made available for review at the South Stormont and United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry municipal offices on that same date, 62 days prior to Public Meeting #2.

All project components are proposed to be located within the Township South Stormont.

Agency Consultation

MNR Review

On September 14, 2010 the following document was submitted to the MNR for review to ensure compliance with the Natural Heritage requirements of O.Reg. 359/09:

· Natural Heritage Assessment Part of Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, Concession 2 Osnabruck, South Stormont Township (September 2010)

GENIVAR received a request for additional information from the MNR on September 21, 2010. The additional information was provided on October 4, 2010. Formal comments were received from the MNR on November 3, 2010. GENIVAR and SunEdison staff met with MNR staff at the site on November 22, 2010 to review the finding and discuss the report. Subsequent to this meeting the following revised report was submitted on December 9, 2010:

· Natural Heritage Assessment Revision 2, Part of Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, Concession 2 Osnabruck, South Stormont Township (Dec. 2010)

A further review was supplied on December 21, 2010 identifying areas of the report where clarifications and additional information was required. On January 11, 2011, GENIVAR supplied the following document to the MNR:

· Natural Heritage Assessment Revision 3, Part of Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, Concession 2 Osnabruck, South Stormont Township (Jan. 2011)

Final confirmation from the MNR was received on January 17, 2011. Copies of the correspondence and final report can be found in Appendix B. Copies of this letter were posted on the proponent’s website and were made available for review at the South Stormont and United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry municipal offices and at Public Meeting #2.

MTC Review

The “Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Of Proposed Solar Farm Area, Ingleside, Ontario report was submitted to the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (MTC) for review on July 19, 2010. The MTC issued a letter of acceptance on September 20, 2010 agreeing with the findings and recommendations of the report. The recommendations included the need to complete a Stage 2 survey on all lands to be disturbed prior to construction. A copy of the acceptance letter is included in Appendix C. 



The “Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment of Proposed Solar Farm Area, Concession #2 Lots 13, 14, 15 and Part of 16, United Counties of Stormont Dundas and Glengarry, South Stormont Ingleside, Ontario” written September 2010” report was submitted to the MTC on October 25, 2010. A response was received on November 22, 2010 requesting that additional (Stage 3) work be completed on three (3) archaeological find sites as well as additional Stage 2 work be completed on the Staging Area south of  the pipeline. These studies were then completed and a report “Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment of Proposed Solar Farm Area, Concession #2 Lots 13, 14, 15 and Part of 16, United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, South Stormont, Ingleside, Ontario” was submitted to the MTC on January 24, 2011. A response was received from the MTC on February 25, 2011 agreeing with the work and recommendations made, however, additional mapping information was requested. Final confirmation was received from the MTC on March 10, 2011. A copy of the Letter is found in Appendix C. Copies of this letter were posted on the proponent’s website and were made available for review at the South Stormont and United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry municipal offices and at Public Meeting #2.

Raisin Region Conservation Authority (RRCA)

RRCA staff were consulted throughout the REA process to keep them appraised of the project activities and seek feedback on any RRCA concerns with the proposed project. RRCA staff initially provided formal comments on April 9, 2010 (included in Appendix E). Further meetings were held with RRCA staff on April 19, July 15 and November 23, 2010. On each occasions, RRCA expressed no concerns with the project. 

CN Rail

The CN Rail Kingston Subdivision abuts the north end of the project area. CN were informed of the project early in the development process and their principal concern related to the possibility of increased runoff entering CN property. The project area primarily drains to the south and no changes to any existing northerly drainage patterns are proposed as part of the solar development. Correspondence with CN, including their comments noting their concerns have been addressed satisfactorily, is included in Appendix E.

Trans-Northern Pipelines Inc.

A buried Trans-Northern Pipelines (TNP) oil pipeline traverses the project area from east to west in a 60-ft easement. TNP were informed of the project early in the development process and their principal concerns related to maintaining a 10-m setback from the easement and construction encroachment within their 30-m safety zone. No work will be performed within 10 m of the easement, however, SunEdison formally requested to install solar panel foundations within the 30-m safety zone. Correspondence with TNP, including their requirement for monitoring during foundation installation, is included in Appendix E.



Aboriginal Consultation

Aboriginal consultation has been undertaken by GENIVAR on behalf of SunEdison in order to meet the requirements to consult. These activities are detailed below.

Director’s List 

On July 6, 2010, a copy of the Draft Project Description Report was submitted to the Director of Approvals in order to receive the List of Aboriginal Communities to Consult. A response was received from the MOE on November 29, 2010 and identified the following First Nations groups to consult:

1. Mohawks of the Akwesasne – may have constitutionally protected treaty or aboriginal rights which may be impacted by the project; and

2. Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte – may be interested in any negative effects of the project.  

Distribution of Notices and Reports

In the absence of a Director’s List, SunEdison undertook consultations prior to receiving the list. The table below identifies the notices and documents sent to each First Nation’s group. No responses from the Algonquin Consultation Office were received and, as they were not on the Director’s list, the Draft REA Documents were not provided. They were however notified of Public Meeting #2.

Table 2: Distribution of Public Meeting #1 Notices and Reports

		Group

		Public Meeting #1 Notice

		# Days Prior to Public Meeting #1

		Project Description Report

		# Days Prior to Public Meeting #1



		Mohawks of the Akwesasne

		June 16, 2010

		41

		July 22, 2010

		5



		Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte

		June 16, 2010

		41

		July 22, 2010

		5



		Algonquin Consultation Office

		June 16, 2010

		41

		July 22, 2010

		5





Table 3: Distribution of Public Meeting #2 Notices and Reports

		Group

		Public Meeting #2 Notice

		# Days Prior to Public Meeting #2

		Draft REA Documents

		# Days Prior to Public Meeting #2



		Mohawks of the Akwesasne

		January 14, 2011

		62

		January 12, 2011

		64



		Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte

		January 14, 2011

		62

		January 12, 2011

		64



		Algonquin Consultation Office

		January 14, 2011

		62

		N/A

		N/A





Consultation Summary

Table 4: Summary of additional consultation activities with Aboriginal communities

		Group & Consultation Date

		Discussion Summary



		Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (February 10, 2011)

		· Left a message with Chief Maracle inquiring about comments on Draft REA documents



		Mohawks of the Akwesasne (February 10, 2011)

		· Spoke with staff member in the Grand Chief’s office. Documents had been received but no feedback yet. Would call back.



		Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (February 15, 2011)

		· Conversation with staff member. The REA documents were being reviewed by a staff member, Kristen Maracle. 



		Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (February 22, 2011)

		· Left message with Kristen Maracle asking to speak with her regarding any input she had on the Draft REA Documents. Also followed up with an e-mail.



		Mohawks of the Akwesasne (February 22, 2011)

		· Left message with the Grand Chief’s staff enquiring about the review of the documents.



		Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (March 14, 2011)

		· Left message with Kristen Maracle asking to speak with her regarding any input she had on the Draft REA Documents.



		Mohawks of the Akwesasne (March 14, 2011)

		· Spoke with Carla Ransom in the Chief’s office. The staff were waiting on electronic copies of the project maps to complete their review. Maps were sent electronically and hard copies were also sent to the DTS Director.



		Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte (March 30, 2011)

		· A formal letter requesting input on the SunE Rutley Solar Farm was sent to the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte. The letter informed them of our intention to file an REA application and provided information on how input on the project could be made. The letter also re-affirmed our commitment to addressing any future questions or concerns. A copy of this letter is included in Appendix E.



		Mohawks of the Akwesasne (March 14, 2011)

		· A formal letter requesting input on the SunE Rutley Solar Farm was sent to the Mohawks of the Akwesasne. The letter informed them of our intention to file an REA application and provided information on how input on the project could be made. The letter also re-affirmed our commitment to addressing any future questions or concerns. A copy of this letter is included in Appendix E.









Municipal Consultation

SunEdison Canada is actively engaging in consultation with the local municipalities of the Township of South Stormont and the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry. As the project will be entirely located in the Township of South Stormont, the majority of discussions have been with South Stormont. A “Renewable Energy Approval Consultation Form: municipalities, local authorities” (MOE) form was distributed (details provided in Section 4.2 below) to the clerks of the Township of South Stormont and  the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry more than 90 days prior to the final public meeting. 

Consultation Form

A “Renewable Energy Approval Consultation Form: municipalities, local authorities” (MOE) form was distributed to the Clerk of the Township of South Stormont and the Clerk of United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry as noted in the table below. Included with the consultation form was a copy of the Draft Renewable Energy Approval Documents for Consultation.


Table 5: Municipal Consultation Form Distribution

		Recipient of Consultation Form

		Date of receipt of Form

		Included Documents

		Date of Receipt of Documents

		# Days Prior to Public Meeting #2



		Betty de Haan, CAO, Clerk, Township of South Stormont

		December 14, 2010

		Draft REA Documents, December 10, 2010

		December 14, 2010

		93



		Helen Thomson, County Clerk, United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry

		December 14, 2010

		Draft REA Documents, December 10, 2010

		December 14, 2010

		93







A completed municipal consultation form was received from the Township of South Stormont on March 15, 2011. To date, a completed copy of the municipal consultation form has not been completed by the United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, however, feedback was provided in the form of an e-mail received on March 16, 2011. Copies of the municipal consultation form and the correspondence is included in Appendix E. A summary of issues raised and how they were addressed are summarized below:

Table 6: Municipal Feedback



		Comments Received

		Response



		South Stormont Municipal Consultation Form



		· The Shaver Road bridge has a 10 tonne limit

		The General Contractor for the project will work with the municipality to ensure the bridge is structurally sound for construction traffic



		· Gravel road portion of Shaver Road north of the bridge receives no winter maintenance

		SunEdison will ensure winter access to the site, as appropriate



		· The sub-base of Shaver Road is not adequate for heavy loads. A road assessment should be undertaken prior to construction

		Agreed. A road assessment shall be undertaken prior to construction. 



		· Access to Shaver Road should be from County Road #2

		Agreed. This is the preferred route.



		· TSSA – ESA Regulations to be complied with

		Agreed



		· The Owners – contractors must enter into an agreement with the municipality for rehabilitation following the completion of the work

		Agreed. An agreement will be put in place.



		· Building permits will be required for buildings and structures

		Building permits will be obtained for any required structures



		United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Feedback



		· Are there any stormwater impacts on County Roads?

		No impacts from site development. The site is located well back from any county road.



		· Appears to be little impact on Natural Features

		Agreed. This is confirmed in the Natural Heritage and Waterbodies assessment reports.



		· The site is situated in an area that may be suitable for industrial development in the future but a solar panel farm as proposed would be compatible with most forms of industrial development

		Noted.



		· No major planning concerns

		Noted.









Consultation Summary

Table 7 Summary of Municipal Consultations

		Municipality & Consultation Date

		Discussion Summary



		South Stormont



		April 20, 2010

		· Introduced the project and outlined the REA process and how South Stormont would be consulted throughout the development, construction and operation of the solar farm.

· Township officials were generally supportive of the project.



		July 16, 2010

		· Outlined upcoming Public Meeting #1 and REA work undertaken to date.



		November 23, 2010

		· Discussed REA work undertaken to date.

· Discussed how Shaver Road is not cleared of snow north of the bridge over Hoople Creek.

· Discussed weight limits on the Shaver Road bridge.



		March 17, 2011

		· Discussed the condition of Shaver Road. Agreed that a road assessment will take place prior to construction and that an agreement to restore the road after construction will be put in place.

· Discussed the condition of the bridge on Shaver Road. Agreed that the GC will work with the municipality to ensure the bridge is adequately reinforced for construction.

· Discussed winter access to the site and that SunEdison will undertake any necessary snow removal to permit access to the site.

· Township officials remained generally supportive of the project.
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Public Consultation

Summary of Comments

The summary presents all types of comments received but does not contain each instance where there were multiple comments. Refer to the comment sheets in Appendix E to see the original comments. Responses and References are included to demonstrate whether and how the comments were considered and/or addressed in the Final REA submission.

Public Meeting #1, July 27, 2010

Approximately 25 people attended the first public meeting, with 23 signing the sign-in sheet. Three of the attendees were members of local media organizations. Generally, comments were positive with people enquiring about how solar PV works and whether people would notice the site after construction. Some questions were raised regarding construction traffic and project noise and reflection.



Table 8: Summary of Written Comments Received From the Initial Public Meeting 



		Written Comments Received  

(From Public Meeting #1 July 27, 2010)

		Response 



		Reference



		· Is there an opportunity to tour the Stone Mills facility [SunEdison’s First Light 1 solar farm in Stone Mills, Ontario], to see what a solar farm looks like (help people get a sense of visual, noise, reflection)?

· Could we be provided with a hard copy of the “display boards” from the open house?

		· Copies of the display boards were provided

· General public tours are unfortunately not allowed due to Electrical Safety Authority requirements,

		· Also included in Appendix E



		· Concerned with the maintenance of the site after construction.

· Will pesticide application ever occur on site for weed/shrub/undergrowth?

· The site is a sensitive area draining to Hoople Creek/Wetland and pesticide run-off must be prevented, if allowed at all.

		· Maintenance including weeding will be done by mechanical means and no pesticides or herbicides will be used

		· Section 2.1.2, Design and Operations Report



		· Would like to be included in any reflections study that may be undertaken.

		· A reflection study is being completed and will be presented at the second Public Meeting

· Property would be included in the study

		



		· Concerns with truck traffic along Colonial Drive and Shaver Road. Many young children live along that route and a 3-6 month disruption in traffic raises many safety issues.

· Concerns with noise levels and glare once the panels are in place.

		· A traffic management plan will be implemented to ensure all possible safety measures are taken during the construction phase.

· Reflection and noise studies are being undertaken and the results will be presented at the second Public Meeting

		· Section 2.1: Project Description Report



		· Canoe Hoople Creek as far as the CN rail line to better appreciate what it is to protect it.

		· A Natural Heritage and Water assessment is being conducted and an Environmental Effects Monitoring Plan will be developed to ensure that Hoople Creek is protected

		· Section 3:  Draft Design & Operations Report

· Natural Heritage and Water Reports, Appendix B 



		· Offer for aerial photography services (pre-construction, during and after completion)

		· Comment noted

		



		· Appreciated the opportunity to discuss concerns and questions, however, not all questions were answered in full detail

		· Draft copies of all of the REA documents were released to the public on January 14, 2011 to provide additional information,

		· Draft REA Documents January 12, 2011





Public Meeting #2, March 17, 2011

Approximately 20 people attended the second public meeting, with 17 signing the sign-in sheet. Two of the attendees were members of local media organizations. Generally, comments were positive with no significant concerns.



Table 9: Summary of Written Comments Received From Public Meeting #2



		Written Comments Received  

(From Public Meeting #2 March 17, 2011)

		Response 



		Reference



		· Please plant native material in the area around the arrays when you plan on planting low growing material. Low native grasses could be used

		· SunEdison typically plants clover or other low-lying plants under the arrays, however, we will direct the general contractor to try to source native low-lying plant species if possible

		



		· Request copy of the display information

		· Provided

		· Also included in Appendix E



		· So far I’m impressed and pleased with the project

· I’m just nervous about pesticide/herbicide use for weed/shrub control

		· All vegetation control will be by manual methods. No pesticides or herbicides will be used

		· Section 2.1.2, Design and Operations Report





		SunE Rutley Solar Farm Project

		Consultation Report







		SunE Rutley Solar Farm Project

		Consultation Report
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Consideration of Public, Municipal and Aboriginal Input

Alterations to the Proposal to Engage in the Project

After consultations with the public, landowners and the municipalities, there were no significant concerns with the project proposal which could not be resolved. Some minor details will be modified and these are detailed in Table 10.

Table 10: Alterations to the Proposal to Engage in the Project

		Comment / Concern

		Alteration to the Project



		· The Shaver Road bridge has a 10 tonne limit

		The General Contractor for the project will work with the municipality to ensure the bridge is structurally sound for construction traffic



		· Gravel road portion of Shaver Road north of the bridge receives no winter maintenance

		SunEdison will ensure winter access to the site, as appropriate



		· The sub-base of Shaver Road is not adequate for heavy loads. A road assessment should be undertaken prior to construction

		Agreed. A road assessment shall be undertaken prior to construction. 



		· The Owners – contractors must enter into an agreement with the municipality for rehabilitation following the completion of the work

		Agreed. An agreement will be put in place.



		· Concerned about reflection from the solar panels

		Minimal reflection anticipated based on reflection assessment, however, privacy screening in the perimeter fencing will be provided where needed to eliminate all possible reflection. Additional landscaping and berming will also be considered. 



		· Consider native planting around the solar arrays

		SunEdison will direct the general contractor to try to source native low-lying plant species if possible.







Alterations to the Required REA Reports

After consultations with the public, landowners and the municipalities, several changes were also made to the draft documents released for public review. The public input and the resulting changes are detailed in Table 11.

Table 11: Alterations to the Required REA Reports

		Comment / Concern

		Alteration to the Reports



		I’m just nervous about pesticide/herbicide use for weed/shrub control

		Section 2.1.2 of the Design & Operations was modified to state that “No pesticides or herbicides will be used during maintenance activities”



		Please plant native material in the area around the arrays when you plan on planting low growing material. Low native grasses could be used

		Section 2.10 of the Construction Plan Report and Section 1.3.2 of the Decommissioning Plan Report were altered to include the following statement: “If possible, native plant species will be used for the re-vegetation of disturbed areas”



		The sub-base of Shaver Road is not adequate for heavy loads. A road assessment should be undertaken prior to construction

		Section 2.5 of the Construction Plan Report was altered to include the following statement: “Prior to the start of construction, a road assessment of Shaver road will be undertaken”.



		The Owners – contractors must enter into an agreement with the municipality for rehabilitation following the completion of the work

		Section 2.5 of the Construction Plan Report was altered to include the following statement: “An agreement with the Township of South Stormont for rehabilitation of Shave Road following the completion of construction will be put in place prior to the start of construction”
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